
The Two Debtors 
Luke 7:41-42 

Introduction 

a. The parable found in Matthew 18:21-35 is called “The Unforgiving 

Servant” or “The Merciless Servant”  
 

b. In this parable we will address the subject of “forgiveness”.  
 

c. There are several things that we will consider from our lesson tonight 

regarding forgiveness: 

- What true forgiveness actually looks like. 

- When we should practice forgiveness. 

- Why we should forgive others.  

- The dangers we face if we do not have a forgiving heart. 

 

d. Note: Notice 4 main things in this Parable: 
 

A. The CONTEXT surrounding the Parable 

B. The CLARIFICATION of the Parable  

C. The CONFLICT within the Parable   

D. The CENTRAL truth in the Parable  

________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

A. The CONTEXT surrounding the Parable 

1. The “Insulted Brother” 

a. Prior to the present parable we see Jesus teach on some important factors 

that are related to forgiveness and restoration.   
 

 From verses 15-20, Jesus is teaching on how to gain a brother who 

has trespassed or sinned against us in some way.  

- It is the famous passage taught by Jesus on church discipline. 

- This is the second time we see Jesus mention the Church in a 

significant way.  
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- Jesus teaches that there are steps to take before bringing issues to 

the church.   
 

b. Notice the specific steps to take when trying to help a brother that has 

sinned against you.  

 

1) Tell the fault to your Brother first.  

Matthew 18:15 “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 

against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him 

alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  

- We must give an opportunity and room to the offender to 

repent before we go and tell others. 

- The offender may not be completely aware of his fault.  

Proverbs 25:9-10 “Debate thy cause with thy neighbour 

himself; and discover not a secret to another:(10)  Lest he 

that heareth it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not 

away. 

- The phrase “If he shall hear thee” indicates to us that 

they have acknowledged their sin and are asking for 

forgiveness. 

- However, if they refuse to repent, then we move to the 

next step. 

 

2) Tell the fault to your other Brothers. 

Matthew 18:16 “But if he will not hear thee, then take with 

thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 

witnesses every word may be established.”  

- Remember, other Christian Brothers are there to help, not 

take sides. 

- The only side we should be on is the side of TRUTH! 

Proverbs 17:15 “He that justifieth the wicked, and he that 

condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the 

LORD.” 

- However, if the others recognise the unrepentant Brother’s 

failure to see his fault, then we move to the next step.  



3) Tell it to the Church  

Matthew 18:16 “And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it 

unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him 

be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” 

 There are about three purposes for “Church-

Discipline” 

i. To Honour the Word of God.   

- As Believers, we must obey the clear instruction of the 

Word of God. 

ii. The Purity of the Church.  

- As a Church, we must hate what God hates. God hates 

sin. Proverbs 6:16-19 

iii. The Restoration of the Brother. 

Matthew 18:15 “… if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained 

thy brother” 

- As Christians, our main goal and concern is to help 

others, and not ponder on our offence. 

- By the way, offences will come. They will come by 

professing believers that creep into the church.  

Matthew 18:7 “Woe unto the world because of offences! for 

it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by 

whom the offence cometh!” 

 

c. Jesus teaches something similar on the Sermon on the Mount. However, 

this time it is flipped around.  

- If something has been brought to our attention, and I know that 

someone has an issue against me, I must go to them to work out 

the problem.  
 

 On the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is talking to the one who has 

offended others in some way, but they continue to try to worship God, 

and pretend there is no problem. 

 



Matthew 5:23-24 “Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 

altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought 

against thee; (24)  Leave there thy gift before the altar, and 

go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then 

come and offer thy gift.” 

 

- If we have offended another person, we must go quickly and rectify 

the problem.  

- There is no use in bringing ours gifts before God when we have 

undealt issues with others.  

- The Lord will not be pleased with it. The offender should first go 

and make the wrong right, and only then will the gift be acceptable. 

 

o I do not understand how a person can continue to worship God, serve in 

the ministry, go to church and sing to the Lord, while they have unfinished 

and unresolved issues with their fellow brothers and sisters in the Lord.  

 

 William McDonald said, “God receives no worship from a believer who 
is not on speaking terms with another.” 

Romans 12:18 “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 

peaceably with all men.” 

 

2. The “Inquisitive Disciple”  

Matthew 18:21-22 “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft 

shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven 

times? 22  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, 

Until seventy times seven.”  

a. The Parallel passage is found in Luke 17, and we can note a little 

more information regarding the response to Peter from our Lord.  

 

Luke 17:3-4 “Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against 

thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. (4)  And if he trespass 

against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to 

thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.” 

 

- Jesus clarifies Peter’s number seven. If a person asks for forgiveness 

seven times in one day, then we must be willing to forgive that person 

seven times in a day.  



- The Lord is not saying that seven is the final number in forgiving 

someone in one day.  

- Jesus is saying that if a person comes to you at any time asking for 

forgiveness you should forgive them, even if it was 100 times a day. 

The number is not significant. Jesus used the number seven to answer 

Peter’s question.  

b. What about the TERM “…If he repent, forgive him.” 
 

Luke 17:3-4 “… If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and 

if he repent, forgive him.” 
 

- Do we ONLY forgive someone if and when they repent? 

- Note: There are people/Christians that will not forgive until a person 

asks for forgiveness 
 

1) When forgiveness begins in the heart, the person will be completely 

prepared to have compassion when a person is ready to ask for forgiveness.  

- In other words, if I forgive someone in my heart, the door will be 

wide open for true forgiveness when someone asks for it. 
 

- Jesus is addressing a person that is struggling with forgiveness. He is 

saying that if someone is asking you for forgiveness, you should 

forgive them. Don’t hold grudges, and don’t be stubborn.  
 

- I should forgive someone that has wronged me without them asking 

for it. Should they ask for it? Absolutely. But when they are 

confronted and they refuse to ask for forgiveness, even though I have 

forgiven them, NO TRUE restoration within the relationship can take 

place.  
 

 2 Min Clip - A man forgives a murderer who murdered his daughter. 
https://vimeo.com/149095765 

 

2) When Jesus was hanging on the cross, He demonstrated a heart of 

forgiveness. 
 

Luke 23:34  Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not 

what they do.  
 

3) When Stephen was stoned, He demonstrated a heart of forgiveness.  
 

Acts 7:60 “And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay 

not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”  

https://vimeo.com/149095765


4) When Joseph was sold by his brothers, he demonstrated a heart of 

forgiveness. 
 

Genesis 50:19 “And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the 

place of God?” 

 

 

B. The CLARIFICATION of the Parable  

- The parable begins with the word “therefore” which points out a 

number of things:  

Matthew 18:23 “Therefore is the kingdom of heaven 

likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his 

servants.” 

- Jesus refers to the “Kingdom of heaven” which indicates 

to us that in the previous passages the subject regarding 

the “kingdom” was somehow mentioned.  

 

1. The Previous Passages  
 

a. In the beginning of Matthew 18, we find in verse one another question 

that was asked from the disciples regarding the “Kingdom of Heaven”.  
 

Matthew 18:1 “At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, 

Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

 

 Notice the way Jesus answers their question.  

Matthew 18:2-4 “And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in 

the midst of them, (3)  And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be 

converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 

kingdom of heaven. (4)  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this 

little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

b. How does a person enter into the Kingdom of Heaven? 

- Verses 1 to 3 – They are to be converted, and become as 

little children. 

- Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again”.  

 



c. Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven? 

- Verse 4 – They that humble themselves as a child.  

- A little child is utterly dependent upon their Father. 

d. A person may ask, “What does this have to do with the present parable”?  

- It has a lot to do with the parable.  

- Having an unforgiving spirit comes from a heart that is full 

of pride.  

 

2. The Prior Verses  
 

 Once again, noting the word “therefore” not only points us back to 

the previous passages, but also directs us to the prior verses – the 

immediate context.  

Matthew 18:21-22 “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft 

shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 

(22)  Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, 

Until seventy times seven.” 

 

- By this Parable, Jesus answers Peter’s question in a more detailed 

way.  

 

Why use this parable? 

 

1) In this parable Jesus endeavours to explain what it really means to forgive 

an “unlimited number of times”.  

 

- Jesus responded to Peter with 70 x 7= 490. However, this number 

was not given to demonstrate how many times we should record 

when we forgive someone. Jesus was illustrating that we should not 

keep record. Jesus gives a number that, if you were keeping record, 

you would probably lose count.  

- It is said that the Jewish leaders taught to forgive the offender three 

times. 

- Peter perhaps thought seven was a good number of times. Seven is 

the number of perfection. 

 

2) By using this parable, Jesus would illustrate that He was more concerned 

with the “Heart” and not the “Head”. 

- True forgiveness does not count.  



- Jesus wanted His followers to understand the severity of what 

TRUE FORGIVNESS is.  

 

3) Parables help us to remember.  
 

3. The people in the parable  

 
a. There are four different characters mentioned in this parable. 

Matthew 18:23 “Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a 

certain king, which would take account of his servants.” 

 

1) King/Lord = Heavenly Father 
 

- We know the King/Lord is referred to as the “Heavenly Father” 

because in verse 35, Jesus draws a contrast. We will look at verse 

35 closely toward the end.  

- The King would depict someone that would be both compassionate 

and sovereign over the affairs of the servants, and had the power 

and the authority to execute judgement.  

- This King would demonstrate the two supreme attributes of a 

Loving and Holy God. 

 

2) Servants = Professing Believers  
 

- There are 2 servants that are specifically mentioned in this Parable.  

- These servants both had debts that they could not pay, and both 

were asking for mercy. 
 

3) Fellowservants = Have no real significance. The Fellowservants are 

only there to help tell the story.  
 

b. Note: Remember, when we look into a parable, we should not try to 

draw-out truth from every tiny detail.  

- We should only give attention to the details that are used to convey 

the one central truth that Jesus is trying to highlight.  

 

4. The Parable explained  
 

 Notice the first major component of the Parable.   
 

1) The Calculation of the debt  

Matthew 18:23-24 “Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a 

certain king, which would take account of his servants. (24)  And when 



he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten 

thousand talents. 
 

- The king begins to open the books, and calculate to see who was 

indebted to him.  

- The king found one of the servants who owed 10,000 talents.  
 

 10,000 talents = this amount would equal to a quantity that was 

almost impossible to pay back. 

- The talent could either be in silver or gold 
 

 According to New Nave's Topical Bible, one who possessed five talents of 

gold or silver was a multimillionaire by today's standards.  
 

- 1 talent could be estimated to be 20 years’ worth of wages. 
 

 Robertson’s Word pictures said, “A talent would equal to about 6000 

Denarii.”  

- 1 Denarii would equal about $3 Aus. 

- $3 x 6000 Denarii equals to $18,000 Aus.  

- 1 talent equals to about $18,000 Aus.  

- 10,000 talents x 18,000 Aus = about $180,000,000 

(With Bible Scholars the value ranges anywhere from ten million to 

billions of dollars) 
 

- Jesus does not give this amount by accident. Jesus puts this figure on 

purpose. It is important to understand what Jesus was trying to 

express. The figure clearly represents an unpayable debt. 

 

- Verse 24, proves the debt was impossible to pay.  
 

Matthew 18:24 “But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord 

commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he 

had, and payment to be made.” 
 

- Even by selling the whole family, they would not even come close to 

paying the debt.  

- Servants were worth about 20-30 pieces of silver.  

- 30 pieces of silver were worth about 120 denarii 

- 1 denarii is worth about $3 

- 120 denarii x $3 = $360 Aus.  

- 30 pieces = about $360 Aus 



 Joseph was sold for 20 pieces of silver. Genesis 37:28 “…and sold 

Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they 

brought Joseph into Egypt.” 
 If an animal (ox) kills a servant, the owner of the ox would have to 

pay 30 pieces of silver as compensation. Exodus 21:32 “If the ox 

shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he shall give unto their 

master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.” 

 

Note: This would give you an understanding of how low Judas stooped 

when he betrayed Christ.  
 

- If they sold the whole family, they would be only worth $1440.00 

Aus. 
 

2) The Contrast to our debt  

 

 We all have a large debt. It is called the “Sin Debt”. God keeps an 

account of our sin. Every idle word that we speak is marked down. 

Matthew 12:36 “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall 

speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” 

 

- Because our sin debt is so great, we are not able to pay it; and we 

are bankrupt.  

- Our debt is so great that silver and gold cannot not pay our debt,  

- The work of religion would not do it;  

- No matter how much time we have, we will NEVER be able to pay it.  

- We have ONLY one hope, and it is the MERCY of God!  

Psalms 130:3-4 “If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall 

stand? (4)  But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.” 
 

 The Publican asked for Mercy 

Luke 18:13 “And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so 

much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be 

merciful to me a sinner.” 

 

 Paul asked for Mercy  

1 Timothy 1:15-16 “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 

acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 

whom I am chief. (16)  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in 

me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to 

them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.” 



3) The Compassion of the King  

Matthew 18:26-27 “The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped 

him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

(27)  Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and 

loosed him, and forgave him the debt.” 

 

- The servant asked for more time, but the king was moved with 

compassion and forgave the debt. 

- More time will only put us in more debt. 

- God’s mercy is motivated by His amazing love. 

- We do not deserve the Mercy of God.  
 

 I Plead For Mercy 

“A mother once approached the emperor seeking mercy for her son. The 

emperor replied that the young man had committed a certain offense 

twice and that justice demanded death. 

But the mother said “I don't ask for justice, but I plead for mercy.”  

The emperor replied, "But your son does not deserve mercy!”  

The woman cried, "It would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is 

all I ask for.” 

"Well, then, the emperor said, "I will have mercy.” And he spared the 

woman's son.” 
 

Titus 3:3-5 “…we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 

deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 

hateful, and hating one another. (4)  But after that the kindness and love 

of God our Saviour toward man appeared, (5)  Not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 

us…” 

 
4) The Careless Servant  

Matthew 18:28 “But the same servant went out, and found one of his 

fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands 

on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 

 

i. The forgiven servant had a fellow-servant who owed him a small 

amount of debt. 

- One Hundred Pence is worth about a hundred denarii. Which is 

worth about $300.00.  

- The estimation is about 3 months of work/wages.  



ii. Note: The offenses of others do not compare to the faults and 

offenses we have caused God. 

- There is NO comparison.  

 

iii. The forgiven servant demonstrated NO MERCY! 

Matthew 18:29-30 “And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and 

besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. 

(30)  And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should 

pay the debt. 

 

5) The Confronting Wrathful King  

Matthew 18:31-33 “So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they 

were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 

(32)  Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou 

wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 

(33)  Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, 

even as I had pity on thee?” 
 

 What is the King conveying? 

i. If you have been forgiven, then you should forgive. 
 

ii. If I had compassion on you, then you should have compassion 

on others.  
 

 This teaching is repeated in the epistles.  

Ephesians 4:32 “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.” 
 

Colossians 3:13 “…if any man have a quarrel against any: even as 

Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
 

 

C. The CONFLICT within the Parable   

Matthew 18:34 “And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 

tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.” 
 

 Verse 34 has been a struggle for many to understand.  

- There are two main views regarding who the servant is. 

- The popular theologians are divided on this.  



1) The First view – The servant is a “true believer” who is struggling 

with forgiveness.  

- This view is recognized throughout other passages of Scripture.  

- A true Christian can struggle with forgiveness. 

James 5:9 “Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be 

condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.” 
 

- God’s wrath can be expressed upon the believer as the “chastening 

hand of God” 

Hebrews 12:5-6 “And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh 

unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 

Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: (6)  For whom the Lord 

loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
 

Alberts Barnes says: 

“That our sins are great. That God freely forgives them. That the offences 

committed against us by our brethren are comparatively small. That we 

should therefore most freely forgive them. That if we do not, God will 

be justly angry with us, and punish us.” 

 

Warren Wiersbe:  

“Our Lord’s warning is serious. He did not say that God saves only 

those who forgive others. The theme of this parable is forgiveness 

between brothers, not salvation for lost sinners. Jesus warned us that 

God cannot forgive us if we do not have humble and repentant hearts. 
We reveal the true condition of our hearts by the way we treat others. 

When our hearts are humble and repentant, we will gladly forgive our 

brothers. But where there is pride and a desire for revenge, there can be 

no true repentance; and this means God cannot forgive.” 
 

William McDonald  

“The application is clear. God is the King. All His servants had 

contracted a great debt of sin which they were unable to pay. In 

wonderful grace and compassion, the Lord paid the debt and granted full 

and free forgiveness. Now suppose some Christian wrongs another. 

When rebuked, he apologizes and asks forgiveness. But the offended 

believer refuses. He himself has been forgiven millions of dollars, but 

won't forgive a few hundred. Will the King allow such behavior to go 

unpunished? Certainly not! The culprit will be chastened in this life 

and will suffer loss at the Judgment Seat of Christ.” 

 



2)  The Second view – The servant is a “professing believer” who does 

not live truly forgiving others. 

- This view is also recognized throughout other passages of Scripture.  

- There are professing Christians within the church that have not truly 

understood what it mean to be “TRULY FORGIVEN”. 

 

John Philips  

“The parable shows that an unforgiving spirit reveals an unregenerate 

heart, and an unregenerate heart eventually lands a person in the place 

of torment. Why would the Lord tell such a parable to His disciples? One 

of them had an unregenerate heart; he was a mere pretender and he 

ended up in perdition. His name was Judas. And why should the parable 

be told in the local church? The ranks of church members often include 

some who have never been truly regenerated.” 

 

F.B Mayer. 

“We could never pay all, but God will forgive all. Yet, notice that this 

servant forfeited the king’s pardon, so that it ceased to operate. Similarly 

we may shut ourselves out of the benefits of Christ’s death-though it has 

reconciled the world unto God-by an unforgiving and merciless spirit.” 

 

3) After much seeking for wisdom from the Lord, I hold to the second 

view. 

- Though true Christians struggle with forgiveness, they will soon 

learn and grow to have a heart like their Heavenly Father.  

- Truly forgiven people will not only grow to forgive their repentant 

brothers and sisters in the Lord, but they will grow to forgive even 

their enemies.   

Matthew 5:46-48 “For if ye love them which love you, what reward have 

ye? do not even the publicans the same? (47)  And if ye salute your 

brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans 

so? (48)  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 

heaven is perfect. 

 

 Note: One of the marks of A TRUE CHILD of the kingdom is a 

changed life.  
 

i. Humility is demonstrated. It takes humility to forgive others.  

Matthew 18:3 “And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and 

become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
 



Matthew 5:3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.” 

 

ii. Mercy is demonstrated.  

Matthew 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.” 
 

Matthew 6:14-15 “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you: (15) But if ye forgive not men their 

trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

 

- Jesus is not teaching that believers earn God’s forgiveness by 

forgiving others; this would be in direct oppression to God’s free 

grace and mercy. However, if we have truly experienced God’s 

forgiveness, and we are born again, then we will have a readiness to 

forgive others.  

 

 Notice the “Strong language” used in the parable. 

 

- Note: As mentioned, I know we cannot look into every tiny detail to 

bring out truth from a parable, but these details are worthy to look at.  
 

1) He is called “A WICKED SERVANT” 

Matthew 18:32 “Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto 

him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou 

desiredst me: 

 

2) Delivered to the “TORMENTORS” 

Matthew 18:34 “And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 

tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.” 

 

A man of God said “Can we lose our salvation from unforgiveness? 

Unforgiveness is not the “unforgivable sin”, but forgiveness is the mark of 

one truly forgiven. Habitually unforgiving heart shows a bitterness that 

may mean that such a person’s heart has never really been touched by the 
love of Jesus.” 

 

 

 

 

 



D. The CENTRAL truth in the Parable  

Forgiven people must be forgiving people. 

Notice the verse 35.  

- Verse 34 ends of the parable. However, in verse 35, Jesus draws 

another truth from the parable.  

- Notice the word “Likewise”  

Matthew 18:35 “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do 

also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one 

his brother their trespasses.” 

 

- This parable is not only dealing with forgiveness, BUT it is dealing 

with what God will do to unforgiving people.  

- This parable is also talking about the judgement of the Father upon 

unforgiving people.  

- By the way, a person can say “I forgive” but in their heart they are 

absolutely bitter. True Forgiveness must come from the heart.  

- If a person does not demonstrate TRUE forgiveness upon others, then 

God will deal with them.  

 

Conclusion  

1 John 3:11-17 “For this is the message that ye heard from 

the beginning, that we should love one another. (12)  Not as 

Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And 

wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, 

and his brother's righteous. (13)  Marvel not, my brethren, if 

the world hate you. (14)  We know that we have passed from 

death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth 

not his brother abideth in death (15)  Whosoever hateth his 

brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath 

eternal life abiding in him. (16)  Hereby perceive we the love 

of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to 

lay down our lives for the brethren. (17)  But whoso hath this 

world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth 

up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love 

of God in him?” 



- Note: When we know and understand just how much we 

have been forgiven, and remember the price that was paid 

to purchase our redemption, then we will not find it hard 

to forgive others.  

Ephesians 4:32, 5:1 “And be ye kind one to another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 

Christ's sake hath forgiven you.” 

5:1 “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;” 

- We have been forgiven much, so we must forgive much. 


