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THE PARABLE OF  

THE MARRIAGE FEAST 

 

WHOSOEVER WILL MAY COME, 

BUT NOT HOWSOEVR YOU WANT 

 

MATTHEW 22:1-14 
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INTRODUCTION 

A. The Setting in Luke 14 
- The parable of the Marriage Feast is mentioned only one time in 

the Gospel of Matthew. The parable of the Wedding Feast (Luke 

14:7-11) and the parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:12-24) 

are different to the parable of the Marriage Feast (Matthew 22:1-

14).  

- The parables given in Luke 14 were spoken in a different setting 

to the parable in Matthew 22. In Luke 14 Jesus was in the house 

of one of the chief Pharisees, some say in Galilee as He was 

heading toward Jerusalem: 

Luke 14:1 And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the 

chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath day, that they watched him.  

 

B. The Sojourn to Matthew 22 

Luk 13:22  And he went through the cities and villages, teaching, and 

journeying toward Jerusalem.  

Luk 17:11  And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed 

through the midst of Samaria and Galilee.  

Luk 18:35  And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, 

a certain blind man sat by the way side begging:  

Luk 19:1  And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.  

Luk 19:28  And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending 

up to Jerusalem. Luk 19:29  And it came to pass, when he was come 

nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the mount of 

Olives, he sent two of his disciples,  

Luk 19:37  And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of 

the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to 

rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that 
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they had seen; Luk 19:38  Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in 

the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.  

Luk 19:45  And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them 

that sold therein, and them that bought; Luk 19:46  Saying unto them, 

It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den 

of thieves. Luk 19:47  And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief 

priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy 

him,  

Luk 19:48  And could not find what they might do: for all the people 

were very attentive to hear him.  

 

C. The Setting in Matthew 22 

 
- In Matthew 22, Jesus was at the Temple which was in Jerusalem. 

In Matthew 21:12-17, Jesus cleansed the Temple from those that 

had “made it a den of thieves.” After resting in Bethany that 

evening, He returned the following day into the city which is 

where the current setting for this Parable was spoken. 

 

- The Lord spake the parable of the Two Sons (Matt 21:28-32) and 

the parable of the Wicked Householder (Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 

12:1-9; Luke 20:9-19) before speaking the parable of the 

Marriage Feast. At the close of the parable of the Wicked 

Householder, the chief priests and Pharisees “perceived that He 

spake of them” (Matt 21:45) and they wanted to “lay hands on 

Him” (dominate by physical restraint) then and there, “to destroy 

him” (Luke 19:47), but they feared the “multitude” (Matt 21:46) 

that were there because the multitude received the Lord as a 

prophet and “were very attentive to hear him” (Luke 19:48).  
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D. The Specifically Addressed 

 
- According to the Scriptures, it appears that this dialogue was 

specifically addressed to the Chief priests, Scribes, Elders, and 

Pharisees that abruptly interrupted the ministry of the Lord. 

Matthew 22:1 seems to indicate that the Lord was still speaking 

to the same group of people. 

Mat 22:1  And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, 

and said,  

- The Lord was teaching and preaching to the people, most likely 

in the Temple courtyard, and “as He was teaching” the Chief 

priests, Scribes, and Elders “came upon Him” (figuratively 

‘stand-over’) to question His authority (jurisdiction).  

Mat 21:23  And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests 

and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and 

said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this 

authority? 
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Mat 21:45  And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his 

parables, they perceived that he spake of them.  

Mar 11:27  And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking 

in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, and the scribes, 

and the elders, 

Luk 20:1  And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught 

the people in the temple, and preached the gospel, the chief priests 

and the scribes came upon him with the elders, Luk 20:2  And spake 

unto him, saying, Tell us, by what authority doest thou these things? or 

who is he that gave thee this authority?  
 

“Christ was a preacher of his own gospel. He not only purchased the 

salvation for us, but published it to us”  (MATTHEW HENRY) 

 

E. The Surrounding Audience  
 

- Although the Lord seemed to be specifically addressing the Chief 

priests, Scribes, Pharisees, and Elders, there was no doubt others 

around who the Lord was teaching and preaching to before being 

interrupted.  Concerning those that were present during this 

dialogue, the gospels of Mark and Luke record it as “the people” 

(Luke 19:48), and the gospel of Matthew describes the 

surrounding audience as a “multitude” (Matthew 21:46).  

 

- Thayer’s Concordance: “seems to denote troops of people 

gathered together without order.” Also, denoting “a great part of 

the population gathered together.” 

 

- So the idea is that the majority of people that were there present 

in the Court of the Gentiles, were gathered together to hear the 

Lord in a “very attentive” way (to hang upon; listen closely); 

Hence why the attention of the religious authorities was also 

drawn toward the Lord. There were all manner of people present 
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both those that desired to hear and those that desire to hurt 

(Matthew 22:16; Luke 20:19-22); Concerning those that were 

there to hurt, the Bible tells us that Jesus “perceived their 

craftiness” (Luke 20:23) and also later addresses them head on. 

Amongst those already mentioned were some disciples of the 

Pharisees (Matthew 22:16a), Herodians (Matthew 22:16b), and 

Sadducees (Matthew 22:13; Luke 20:27).  

 

 

HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS—PARALLEL PASSAGES 

 

THE RULERS (SANHEDRIN) OPENLY 

CHALLENGE THE AUTHORITY OF 

JESUS AS AN ‘ACCREDITED’ 

TEACHER (RABBI) 
 

THE PARABLE OF THE MARRIAGE 

FEAST 
 

THE PHARISEES AND THE 

HERODIANS TRY TO ENSNARE 

JESUS ABOUT PAYING TRIBUTE TO 

CEASAR 
 

THE SADDUCEES QUESTION ABOUT 

THE RESURRECTION 
 

THE PHARISEES AND SUDDUCEES 

QUESTION ABOUT THE GREAT 

COMMANDMENT 
 

CHRIST’S QUESTION TO THEM 

ABOUT THE CHRIST 
 

SEVEN WOES TO THE SCRIBES AND 

PHARISEES 
 

CHRIST LAMENTS OVER 

JERUSALEM 
 

 
MATTHEW 21:23-46; MARK 11:27-

12:12; LUKE 20:1-19 

 

 

 

MATT 22:1-14 

 

 

MATT 22:15-22; MARK 12:13-17; 

LUKE 20:20-26 

 

 

 

MATT 22:23-33; MARK 12:18-27; 

LUKE 20:27-40 

 

MATT 22:34-40; MARK 12:28-34 

 

 

 

MATT 22:41-46; MARK 12:35-37; 

LUKE 20:41-44 

 

MATT 23:1-36; MARK 12: 38-40; LUKE 

20:45-47 

 

MATT 23:37-39 (Also in other occasions 

in Luke 13:34; Luke 19:41,42)  
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THE OLIVET DISCOURSE 

MATT 24,25; MARK 13; LUKE 21 

1. THE CAUSE 

Mat 22:2  The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which 

made a marriage for his son,  

It is unanimously understood that the ‘certain king’ is referring to God 

the Father and ‘his son’ is referring the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Joh 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 

beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of 

grace and truth.  

a. THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE 

Matthew 3:2 is the first occurrence of the phrase the kingdom of 

heaven, which is used exclusively 32 times in the Gospel of Matthew. 

There is also a phrase that is used synonymously--the kingdom of God 

which is found in all 4 gospels (Compare Matthew 4:15 with Mark 

1:14,15; Compare Matthew 19:23 with Mark 10:23 and Luke 18:24). 

This exact phrase occurs 5 times in the Gospel of Matthew and 65 more 

times 9 other books of the New Testament. In Ephesians 5:5 it is 

referred to as the “kingdom of Christ and of God.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is the sphere is which God's rule is 

acknowledged. The word “heaven” is used to denote God. This is 

shown in Dan_4:25, where Daniel said that “the Most High” rules in 

the kingdom of men. In the next verse he says that “heaven” rules. 

Wherever people submit to the rule of God, there the kingdom of 

heaven exists. 

There are two aspects of the kingdom of heaven. In its broadest sense 

it includes everyone who professes to acknowledge God as Supreme 

Ruler. In its narrower aspect it includes only those who have been 

genuinely converted. We may picture this by two concentric circles. 

The big circle is the sphere of profession; it includes all who are 

genuine subjects of the King, and also those who only profess 
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allegiance to Him. This is seen in the parables of the sower (Mat_13:3-

9), the mustard seed (Mat_13:31-32), and the leaven (Mat_13:33). The 

little circle includes only those who have been born again through faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ. The kingdom of heaven in its inward aspect 

can be entered only by those who are converted (Mat_18:3). 

By putting together all the references to the kingdom in the Bible, we 

can trace its historical development in five distinct phases: 

First, the kingdom was prophesied in the OT. Daniel predicted that 

God would set up a kingdom that would never be destroyed nor yield 

its sovereignty to another people (Dan_2:44). He also foresaw the 

coming of Christ to wield universal and everlasting dominion 

(Dan_7:13-14; see also Jer_23:5-6). 

Second, the kingdom was described by John the Baptist, Jesus, and the 

twelve disciples as being at hand or present (Mat_3:2; Mat_4:17; 

Mat_10:7). In Mat_12:28, Jesus said, “ ... if I cast out demons by the 

Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.” In 

Luk_17:21, He said, “For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you” 

or in your midst. The kingdom was present in the Person of the King…  

Third, the kingdom is described in an interim form. After He was 

rejected by the nation of Israel, the King returned to heaven. The 

kingdom exists today, while the King is absent, in the hearts of all who 

acknowledge His kingship, and its moral and ethical principles, 

including the Sermon on the Mount, are applicable to us today. This 

interim phase of the kingdom is described in the parables of Matthew 

13. 

The fourth phase of the kingdom is what might be called its 

manifestation. This is the thousand-year reign of Christ on earth which 

was pictured by the Transfiguration of Christ when He was seen in the 

glory of His coming reign (Mat_17:1-8). Jesus referred to this phase in 

Mat_8:11 when He said, “... many will come from east and west, and 

sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” 
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The final form will be the everlasting kingdom. It is described in 

2Pe_1:11 as “the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ.” 

We mentioned above that the kingdom of heaven has an outward aspect 

and an inner reality. That the same is true of the kingdom of God is 

further proof that the two terms indicate the same thing. The kingdom 

of God, too, includes the real and the false. This is seen in the parables 

of the sower (Luk_8:4-10), the mustard seed (Luk_13:18-19), and the 

leaven (Luk_13:20-21). As to its true, inward reality, the kingdom of 

God can be entered only by those who are born again (Joh_3:3, 

Joh_3:5). 

One final point: the kingdom is not the same as the church. The 

kingdom began when Christ embarked on His public ministry; the 

church began on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). The kingdom will 

continue on earth till the earth is destroyed; the church continues on 

earth till the Rapture (the catching away or removal of the church from 

earth when Christ descends from heaven and takes all believers home 

with Him—1Th_4:13-18). The church will return with Christ at His 

Second Advent to reign with Him as His bride. At present the people 

who are in the kingdom in its true, inner reality are also in the church.” 

(William Mac Donald – Believer’s Bible Commentary) 

 

Rev 20:6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 

on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 

God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.  

 

b. MARRIAGE IN BIBLE TIMES 

To bring more clarity to the parable, it is necessary to understand how 

a marriage in bible times worked. It was customary for the Father to 

search out a bride for his son. The clearest example of this that we see 

in Scripture is when Abraham sent his servant Eliezer to find a specific 
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bride for his son Isaac (Gen 24). Although the Lord led Eliezer as he 

was in the way to the right bride, it was of necessity that Rebekah would 

consent to the arrangement/invitation (Gen 24:57,58) and submit to the 

timing of the arrangement although she did not expect it (Gen 24:56). 

There was a bride price to be established (Genesis 29:18-21) and paid 

and what officiated the betrothal was when the bridegroom gave 

something of value to the bride and she accepts it (Gen 24:53), even if 

given by a representative.  

Soon thereafter the bridegroom would go back to his father’s house to 

prepare the bridal chamber and prepare a place. The preparation would 

be complete when the father is satisfied with the prepared place, and 

oftentimes the bridegroom himself was not sure when the father would 

give his approval. In the meantime, the bride also eagerly awaits not 

knowing when the bridegroom would return. During this process the 

father sends out invitations to his guests in advance, and they also were 

to be ready to attend as soon as they received confirmation. As soon as 

the father gave the approval, the bridegroom would return for his bride 

and upon entry there would be a trumpet that would sound to alert 

everyone that the bridegroom has arrived and the wedding ceremony 

would begin and those that ‘were bidden’ would be called to gather and 

accompany the bridegroom.  

Directly after the ceremony, the newly-wed bride and groom would 

customarily have time alone together in a tent to consummate the 

marriage (some say seven days). During which the friend of the 

bridegroom would stand at the door and wait to hear word from the 

bridegroom that the marriage has been consummated. He would then 

relay that word to the guests that are all there waiting, and there would 

be great rejoicing. After this, the bridegroom would come with his 

bride, and the marriage feast would begin. 

 

Hence why it was the ‘certain king’ (the Father) ‘made’ the marriage 

for his son. The marriage here is said to be symbolic of Christ and His 

bride.  
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2. THE CALL 

Mat 22:3  And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to 

the wedding: and they would not come.  

 

It is said that this is referring to John the Baptist and his disciples that 

were first sent to call. It’s also ironic how John the Baptist described 

himself as ‘the friend of the bridegroom’ (John 3:29). 

Joh 3:29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 

bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because 

of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.  

Others also include the saints of old that God had raised up to ‘call His 

people unto Himself’ as it were. The fact that the Lord referred to them 

that ‘were’ bidden, indicates that the first invitation had already been 

sent and now the time for the marriage feast is at hand and God the 

Father has sent out His servants to call the Jews to come, but they would 

not come. 

The main idea when it comes to the invitation that the Jews missed is 

that the invitation is a privilege not a right. They presumed upon the 

faithfulness of God to the point where they’ve deceived themselves to 

think that God is with them when in actual fact, they have forsaken Him 

by turning down His invitation. Constantly in past times God called the 

Jews unto Himself but they would not come (Deut 1:26; Judg 2:17; 

20:13; 2 Chron 33:10; Psa 81:11; Jer 6:16,17,19; Eze 12:1-4; 20:8; 

Zech 7:11,12).  

John the Baptist said: 

Mat 3:7  But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come 

to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Mat 3:8  Bring forth 

therefore fruits meet for repentance: Mat 3:9  And think not to say 

within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, 

that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.  
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The Lord Jesus said: 

Joh 5:40  And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.  

 

3. THE CAUTION 

Mat 22:4  Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which 

are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my 

fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage.  

 

This invitation is given with greater urgency than the previous verse. 

Having announced that the feast was all prepared, spread, and ready 

signifies the nearness of the hour. Also, the word ‘come’ is written in 

the Present Active Imperative which in essence means ‘Come! And 

come now!’  

There are two mains forms of the word ‘other’ found in the Greek: (1.) 

Allos ( ἄλλος ) another of the same kind; (2.) Heteros ( ἕτερος ) another 

of a different kind (Gal 1:6-9). The word for ‘other’ used to describe 

the servants is ‘other of the same kind. Some believe this to be referring 

to those that are carrying forth the gospel, beginning at the start of our 

Lord’s ministry and still actively going forth today, and those that will 

continue to go forth unto the end of the age. 

 

4. THE CORRUPTION 

Mat 22:5  But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his 

farm, another to his merchandise: Mat 22:6  And the remnant took his 

servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them.  

The idea behind “made light of” is simply ‘they were not interested; 

they did not care for it’. They did not care that the king invited them 

nor for His son because they cared more about themselves and their 

selfish gain. Hence, “they went their own ways.” One went unto his 

farm (piece of land; cattle), another to his merchandise (referring to 
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their trade), and the remnant (the others that were left) were violent 

toward the messengers to the point where they even killed them. The 

point is not who committed the greater iniquity, the point is that all of 

them “went their own ways”. The problem is that every man did that 

which was right in his own eyes (Judg 17:6; 21:25) rather than doing 

that which is right in the Lord’s eyes (2 Chron 34:2).  

Pro 16:25  There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death.  

The Bible even describes this wicked attitude as being the heart of a 

backslider who is “filled with his own ways” (Proverbs 14:14). This is 

the wicked attitude that God calls men to repent of (Isaiah 55:6,7).  

Jer 17:5  Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, 

and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.  

Rightly so did Stephen say to the council: 

Act 7:51  Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do 

always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Act 

7:52  Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they 

have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of 

whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: Act 7:53  Who 

have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept 

it.  

 

5. THE CONSEQUENCE 

Mat 22:7  But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent 

forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their 

city.  

It’s also interesting to note how the Lord refers to them as ‘his armies’. 

It’s unanimously understood that the destruction spoken of here was 

the Lord prophesying of the destruction that would come upon 

Jerusalem in AD70. The prophesy was also spoken of the Lord in other 

passages (Matthew 13:1,2; Luke 21:5,6).    
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“The Roman army, led by the future Emperor Titus, with Tiberius 

Julius Alexander as his second-in-command, besieged and conquered 

the city of Jerusalem, which had been controlled by Judean rebel 

factions since AD66, following the Jerusalem riots of AD66, when 

the Judean provisional government was formed in Jerusalem. 

The siege of the city began on 14 April AD70, three days before the 

beginning of Passover that year. The siege lasted for over four months, 

with the battle for the city lasting for close to another week after that. 

The siege ended on 30 August AD70 with destroying and burning the 

Temple. 

Around AD82, Roman Emperor Domitian constructed the Arch of 

Titus in Rome, to commemorate the capture and siege 

of Jerusalem in AD70, which effectively ended the Great Jewish 

Revolt, although the Romans did not achieve complete victory until the 

fall of Masada in AD73.” 

 

6. THE COMMISSION 

Mat 22:8  Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they 

which were bidden were not worthy. Mat 22:9  Go ye therefore into 

the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage.  

 

Although the ‘Marriage Feast’ is still to come, the invitation from the 

beginning is in essence an invitation to salvation. The invitation was 

initially sent forth to a select group (Israel) but now is sent forth every 

group (Gentiles). The Lord now seems to be directing His servants to 

go beyond the city and into the highways and bring whosoever will 

come. This also was prophesied and fulfilled. 

Rom 10:19  But I say, Did not Israel know? First Moses saith, I will 

provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish 

nation I will anger you. (Deu 32:21) Rom 10:20  But Esaias is very 

bold, and saith, I was found of them that sought me not; I was made 

manifest unto them that asked not after me. (Isa 65:1,2). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiberius_Julius_Alexander
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiberius_Julius_Alexander
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem_riots_of_66
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judean_provisional_government_(66%E2%80%9368)
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Domitian&filters=sid%3a866b95e2-8e70-8264-a4f3-e0371d8cc0b1&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Arch+of+Titus&filters=sid%3a87818388-dd86-f4cb-3c74-90e0fae7904d&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Arch+of+Titus&filters=sid%3a87818388-dd86-f4cb-3c74-90e0fae7904d&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=First+Jewish%E2%80%93Roman+War&filters=sid%3a8614f2f5-b40c-0be2-d1ad-5583586f454e&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=First+Jewish%E2%80%93Roman+War&filters=sid%3a8614f2f5-b40c-0be2-d1ad-5583586f454e&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Masada&filters=sid%3a78a52d1e-ab44-850a-88ea-e7f3d0087229&form=ENTLNK
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The Wedding is Ready 

Mar 1:14  Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 

Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, Mar 1:15  And 

saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent 

ye, and believe the gospel.  

 

Were Not Worthy 

Luk 24:47  And that repentance and remission of sins should be 

preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

 

Act 13:45  But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with 

envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, 

contradicting and blaspheming. Act 13:46  Then Paul and Barnabas 

waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first 

have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 

yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.  

 

Go Ye Therefore 

Mat 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Mat 

28:20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 

world. Amen.  

 

As Many As Ye Shall Find 

Mar 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 

the gospel to every creature.  

 

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.  
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7. THE COMMENCMENT 

Mat 22:10  So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered 

together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding 

was furnished with guests.  

 

The idea of “both good and bad” in direct context and in the context of 

the other parables, it’s simply referring to the those that are genuine and 

those that are not: those that posess Christ and those that simply profess 

Christ. The Wheat and the Tares - Matthew 13:38 (Children of the 

kingdom, children of the wicked one; The Dragnet – Matthew 13:47,48 

(Gathered in the good, cast away the bad), The Ten Virgins – Matthew 

25:1,2 (5 wise, 5 foolish), The Sheep and The Goats (Matthew 

25:32,33). As they are about to officially commence the Marriage 

Feast, all are gathered together.   

“Ministers, in casting the net of the gospel, enclose both good fish 

and bad; but the Lord knows them that are his.” (MATTHEW 

HENRY) 
 

8. THE CONVICTION 

Mat 22:11  And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there 

a man which had not on a wedding garment: Mat 22:12  And he saith 

unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding 

garment? And he was speechless.  

 

9. THE CUSTOM  

The king coming in to see the guests before officially commencing was 

a customary practice. The king would first examine his guests and if he 

is pleased, he will announce the Feast to begin, upon which the entry 

door(s) would be shut. Once the door(s) were shut signifying that the 

marriage feast has begun, no one was permitted to enter in thereafter, 

regardless of who they were, or why it was they were late. 
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10. The Careful Examination 

Amongst guests (plural) the king saw a man (singular). Whether there 

is specific significance of who the one specifically is I’m not sure, but 

one thing is certain, not one will go unseen and undealt with. Not 

everyone that thinks they’re going to be there will be there. 

 

11. The Conditions  

It is also understood, especially of extravagant royal Marriage Feasts, 

that the King would provide a wedding garment for his guests to wear. 

This was what the king required and was considered a great honour to 

both king and guest. To refuse the garment is equivalent of refusing the 

conditions that come with the invitation, and if the king found anyone 

there present not wearing the garments he set forth, they were removed 

and cast out before officially shutting the door(s) and commencing the 

Marriage Feast. 
 

12. The Confrontation  

We see the tenderness of the king by his address to the stranger as 

“friend”. This is the same heart demonstrated by our Lord Jesus Christ 

addressing His betrayer, Judas Iscariot, as “friend” (Matthew 26:50). 

This is the heart of God that shows us that shows us the fundamental 

truth that must never be forgotten that the Lord takes “no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live” 

(Ezekiel 33:11). Nevertheless, the Lord is no respector of persons when 

it comes to judgment (Romans 2:11). 

 

a. The Rhetorical Question  

How camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? 
 

b. The Remorseful Quietness 

And he was speechless. 
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The word speechless is the same word used for muzzled (1 Corinthians 

9:9). This man realised he deceived himself to think he was okay when 

he wasn’t. The man may have possibly been representing a Jew who 

thought he was okay because he was ‘from the seed of Abraham’ (Matt 

3:8,9), but there is no certainty that this is the case. 

 

“There are two ways in which the heavenly marriage feast may be 

despised: first, by those who will not come at all; next, and no less, by 

those who try to snatch the wedding joy without the bridal purity. The 

same leading thought or motive is recognisable here as in the parable 

of the two sons. The man without the wedding garment corresponds to 

the son who said "I go, sir," and went not, while those who refuse 

altogether correspond to the son who answered "I will not." 

(Expositor’s Bible Commentary) 

 

13. THE CONCLUSION 

Mat 22:13  Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, 

and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. Mat 22:14  For many are called, but 

few are chosen.  

 

Verse 14 is clearly understood by what has been illustrated in the 

parable. Truly, many were and are called, but the sad reality is that not 

all have been truly regenerated and robed in a ‘marriage garment’. Not 

all have accepted the invitation and the conditions that come with it. 

Hence why ‘few’ are chosen.  

Mat 7:13  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad 

is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in 

thereat: Mat 7:14  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 

which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  
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Luk 13:23  Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? 

And he said unto them, Luk 13:24  Strive to enter in at the strait gate: 

for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.  

 

Why are they not able to? Because they don’t have the ‘wedding 

garment’ and are hoping to enter in with a spotted garment (Jud 1:23). 

They were never washed by the blood of the lamb. They never received 

the ‘robe of righteousness’ (Isaiah 61:10) which is the righteousness of 

Christ but rather continued to go about in establishing their own 

righteousness (Romans 10:1-4). They were never truly born again. 

Some like that rich fool live like they have plenty of time (Luke 12:20), 

but no one is promised tomorrow and are exhorted to accept the 

invitation of salvation today (2 Corinthians 6:2). For all men are given 

the opportunity, but how sad for those that “obeyed not the gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess 1:8,9).  

 

This place of weeping and gnashing of teeth leads us to the judgment 

that will take place at the close of the tribulation, before the “Marriage 

Feast” commences; which is understood to be taking place in the 

Millennium Kingdom (Revelation 19:6-10). This place of weeping and 

gnashing of teeth is understood to be hell (Matt 8:12; Matt 13:42,50; 

Matt 24:51; Matt 25:30; Mark 9:42-48; Luke 16:19-31; Jude 1:6,13). 
 

2Th 1:8  In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 

and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  

2Th 1:9  Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 

presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;  

 

“They who live within the church, and die without Christ, will not have 

one word to say for themselves in the judgment of the great day, they 

will be without excuse.” 

(MATTHEW HENRY) 
 

WHOSOEVER WILL MAY COME; BUT NOT HOWSOEVER 

YOU WANT 

(Revelation 22:12-17) 


