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INTRODUCTION 

THE PARABLE OF THE DRAGNET -  

Describes a large net fishermen 

drew to shore between two 

boats. Sometimes they tied one 

end to the shore and the other 

end to a boat. Then they would 

sweep an area of the lake with it, 

possible a half mile long, drawing 

as many fish as possible to the 

shore. The parable is about the 

quest for souls. This parable of 

the dragnet goes beyond the 

Church age; and so it is not the 

picture of the gathering out of 

the Church that is before us. The 

Lord’s parable in Matt 13:45-46 

of the pearl deals with that. 

The key word here is “net” ma-

nipulated by the currents and as 

verse 47 of Matthew tells us, “. . 

.gathered of every kind” 

FIRST RESURRECTION 

The Apostle John writes in Reve-

lation chapter 20 verses 4,5 and 

6 concerning three groups of 

people. 1).THE SAVED TRIB MAR-

TYRS 

MATTHEW13:47-50 

V47). “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was 

cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:  

V48).  Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, 

and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away.  

V49).  So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall 

come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,  

V50).  And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be 

wailing and gnashing of teeth.” KJV  
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2). THE UNSAVED OF ALL GENER-

ATIONS 3). THE SAVED OF ALL 

GENERATIONS 

THE SAVED TRIB MARTYRS 

Rev 20:4  “And I saw thrones, 

and they sat upon them, and 

judgment was given unto them: 

and I saw the souls of them 

that were beheaded for the wit-

ness of Jesus, and for the word 

of God, and which had not wor-

shipped the beast, neither his 

image, neither had received his 

mark upon their foreheads, or 

in their hands; and they lived 

and reigned with Christ a thou-

sand years.” 

THE  UNSAVED OF ALL  

GENERATIONS:  

Rev 20:5  “But the rest of the 

dead lived not again until the 

thousand years were finished. . 

THE SAVED OF ALL    

GENERATIONS 

This is the first resurrection.” 

Rev 20:6  “Blessed and holy is 

he that hath part in the first 

resurrection: on such the sec-

ond death hath no power, but 

they shall be priests of God 

and of Christ, and shall reign 

with him a thousand years.” 

All men will experience resurrec-

tion, either to life (for the saved), 

or to damnation (for the un-

saved). 

The  “ f i r s t ”  r e su r re ct i on 

(Rev.20:5), or “resurrection of 

life” (John 5:29), is likened to Is-

rael’s harvest.   It has firstfruits 

(Christ and the Old Testament 

saints - Matt.27:52-53), the main 

harvest (the Church at the Rap-

ture- 1Cor.15:23,51-54), and the 

gleanings (Tribulation martyrs - 

Rev.20:4 and Millennial saints - 

Rev.20:5). 

John 5:28-29   

V28).”Marvel not at this: for the 

hour is coming, in the which all 

that are in the graves shall 

hear his voice,  

V29).  And shall come forth; 

they that have done good, unto 

the resurrection of life; and 

they that have done evil, unto 

the resurrection of damnation.” 

KJV 

LOOKING FOR A NEW HEAVENS 

AND A NEW EARTH 

II Pet 3:7  “But the heavens and 

the earth, which are now, by 

the same word are kept in 

store, reserved unto fire 

against the day of judgment 

and perdition of ungodly men. 

II Pet 3:7,II Pet 3:10, & II Pet 3:12 

are the only places where the 

New Testament depicts the fu-

ture destruction of the world by 

fire. In the past, the world was 

destroyed in the Flood by God’s 

Word and by water; in the future 

it will be destroyed by the same 

Word and by fire. 
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II Pet 3:10 -11 

V10). “But the day of the Lord 

will come as a thief in the night; 

in the which the heavens shall 

pass away with a great noise, 

and the elements shall melt 

with fervent heat, the earth also 

and the works that are therein 

shall be burned up. 

V11). Seeing then that all these 

things shall be dissolved, what 

manner of persons ought ye to 

be in all holy conversation and 

godliness, 

Peter believed that an under-

standing of the future should mo-

tivate the believer to live a holy 

life now. His question is rhetori-

cal. Holy conduct refers to behav-

iour that is separate from sin and 

set apart to please God. Godly 

means LIKE GOD! 

(1Pet 1:14-16   

V14). “As obedient children, not 

fashioning yourselves accord-

ing to the former lusts in your 

ignorance:  

V15).  But as he which hath 

called you is holy, so be ye holy 

in all manner of conversation;  

V16).  Because it is written, Be ye 

holy; for I am holy. “ ) 

II Pet 3:12 -13 

V12).  Looking for and hasting 

unto the coming of the day of 

God, wherein the heavens being 

on fire shall be dissolved, and 

the elements shall melt with 

fervent heat? 

V13).  Nevertheless we, accord-

ing to his promise, look for new 

heavens and a new earth, 

wherein dwelleth righteous-

ness.” KJV 

 THE NEW HEAVEN
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THE NEW HEAVEN

SEVEN NEW THINGS

ISAIAH 65:17

“For, behold, I create new heavens and a

new earth: and the former shall not be

remembered, nor come into mind.” KJV
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Rev 20:14  “And death and hell 

were cast into the lake of fire. 

This is the second death. 

Rev 20:15  And whosoever was 

not found written in the book 

of life was cast into the lake of 

fire.” 

Rev 21:8  “But the fearful, and 

unbelieving, and the abomina-

ble, and murderers, and whore-

mongers, and sorcerers, and 

idolaters, and all liars, shall 

have their part in the lake 

which burneth with fire and 

brimstone: which is the second 

death.” 

In closing please notice the 

Lord’s words of challenge to his 

disciples and to us in Matthew 

13:51-52 

V51). “Jesus saith unto them, 

Have ye understood all these 

things? They say unto him, Yea, 

Lord. 

V52). Then said he unto them, 

Therefore every scribe which is 

instructed unto the kingdom of 

heaven is like unto a man that 

is an householder, which bring-

eth forth out of his treasure 

things new and old.” 

Before we even consider such a 

question, where will spend eterni-

ty –HEAVEN or HELL? 

Revelation 20:15  

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast 

into the lake of fire.” 

THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM OF 

HEAVEN MATT 13
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 GOD calls the NATIONS to  

account 

that judgeth him: the word that 

I have spoken, the same shall 

judge him in the last day.” (John 

12:48) 

THE BOOK OF SECRETS 

In Romans 2:15b & 16 we read: 

“ . . .their conscience also bear-

ing witness, and their thoughts 

the mean while accusing or 

else excusing one another;) 

In the day when God shall 

judge the secrets of men by 

Jesus Christ according to my 

gospel.“ 

So there can be no doubt that a 

book that will reveal the secrets 

of men that contain both 

thoughts and actions? 

Proverbs 15:26, “The thoughts 

of the wicked are an abomina-

tion to the LORD: but the words 

of the pure are pleasant 

words.” 

 THE BOOK OF IDLE WORDS 

The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 

12:36 “But I say unto you, That 

every idle word that men shall 

speak, they shall give account 

thereof in the day of judg-

ment.” 

Every “idle word” may be every 

evil word, dirty joke and curse 

word. God heard them and has 

recorded them in His BOOK OF 

IDLE WORDS.  

THE BOOK OF UNGODLY WORKS 

Notice in Revelation 20 at the 

end of verse 12 and verse 13 we 

see the phrase 

“according to their works.”  The 

recorded works of the resurrect-

ed unsaved dead will witness 

against them, indeed every sin 

unsaved people thought they got 

away with ... may be revealed at 

the White Throne; so there might 

well be A BOOK OF WORKS 

That makes 4 books, which are in 

affect - THE REJECTED BOOK OF 

GODS WORD THE BIBLE - THE 

BOOK OF THE SECRETS OF LOST 

MEN - THE BOOK OF UNGODLY 

IDLE WORDS - THE BOOK OF UN-

GODLY WORKS 

But we also see there is a 5th 

book as we see in Revelation 

20:12, “ . . .and another book 

was opened, which is the book 

of life: . . .” 

And Revelation 20:15 tells us, 

“And whosoever was not found 

written in the book of life was 

cast into the lake of fire.” 

The fact is that no unsaved per-

son will find their name in the 

Book of Life and people will not 

be in Hell due to what these 

books reveal.  The books will just 

confirm their guilt of sin against 

a Holy and Righteous God. 

Rev 20:10  “And the devil that 

deceived them was cast into 

the lake of fire and brimstone, 

where the beast and the false 

prophet are, and shall be tor-

mented day and night for ever 

and ever.” KJV 
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THE WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT 

In the Book of the Revelation af-

ter the seventh dispensation or 

administration of the millennial 

kingdom we see the future white 

throne judgment. 

Rev 20:11 – 15 

V11). “And I saw a great white 

throne, and him that sat on it, 

from whose face the earth and 

the heaven fled away; and there 

was found no place for them. 

V12).  And I saw the dead, 

small and great, stand before 

God; and the books were 

opened: and another book was 

opened, which is the book of 

life: and the dead were judged 

out of those things which were 

written in the books, according 

to their works. 

V13).  And the sea gave up the 

dead which were in it; and 

death and hell delivered up the 

dead which were in them: and 

they were judged every man 

according to their works. 

V14).  And death and hell were 

cast into the lake of fire. This is 

the second death. 

V15).  And whosoever was not 

found written in the book of 

life was cast into the lake of 

fire.” KJV 

All the unsaved whether Jew or 

Gentile will be resurrected to 

stand before God. 

In John 5:25-29 we read: 

 V25). “Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, The hour is coming, and 

now is, when the dead shall 

hear the voice of the Son of 

God: and they that hear shall 

live. 

V26). For as the Father hath life 

in himself; so hath he given to 

the Son to have life in himself; 

V27). And hath given him au-

thority to execute judgment 

also, because he is the Son of 

man. 

V28). Marvel not at this: for the 

hour is coming, in the which all 

that are in the graves shall 

hear his voice, 

V29). And shall come forth; 

they that have done good, unto 

the resurrection of life; and 

they that have done evil, unto 

the resurrection of damnation.” 

KJV 

THE BOOK OF GOD’S WORD 

In John 5:27 we read that God 

the Father has given His only be-

gotten Son “ . . .authority to exe-

cute judgment . . .” 

We know of course that Christ is 

the “Word” as we see in John 1:1 

and it is to him that judgment 

has been ascribed as we see in 

John 5:22 and John 12:48 

“For the Father judgeth no man, 

but hath committed all judg-

ment unto the Son:” (John 5:22) 

 “He that rejecteth me, and re-

ceiveth not my words, hath one 


