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INTRODUCTION 

Having completed the 7 mystery 

parables in Matthew 13, the Lord 

concludes with another parable. 

Notice in these 2 verses before 

us 3 things  that the Lord brings 

before his disciples, the recipi-

ents of these parables: 

THE QUESTION -Mat 13:51  Je-

sus saith unto them, Have ye un-

derstood all these things? They 

say unto him, Yea, Lord.  

THE REQUIREMENT – Mat 

13:52  Then said he unto them, 

Therefore every scribe which is 

instructed unto the kingdom of 

heaven 

THE RESPONSIBILITY -  is like 

unto a man that is an household-

er, which bringeth forth out of 

his treasure things new and old.  

 

THE MYSTERY PARABLES 

The mysteries of the kingdom of 

Heaven of which Matthew 13 pre-

sents us with 7 

1.THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER – 

V’S 3-8; 19-23 

2.THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT & 

TARES – V’S 24-30; 36-43 

THE

PARABLE OF NEW & 

OLD TREASURES
MATTHEW 13:51-52
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Matthew 13:51-52 

V51). “Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these 

things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord.  

V52). Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is 

instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is 

an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things 

new and old.” KJV 
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3.THE PARABLE OF THE GRAIN OF 

MUSTARD SEED – V’S 31-32 

4.THE PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN – 

V 33 

5.THE PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN 

TREASURE – V 44 

6.THE PARABLE OF THE PEARL OF 

GREAT PRICE – V’S 45-46 

7.THE PARABLE OF THE DRAG 

NET – V’S 47-50 

Each parable is significant in as 

much as it represents a prophetic 

stage in God’s plan commencing 

with Christ’s ministry. Nowhere 

else do we see in the New Testa-

ment the phrase the “Kingdom of 

Heaven”, but in Matthew’s gos-

pel, which was written to the 

Jews, under the law. And there-

fore these parables were for the 

consideration by the nation of 

Israel who were and are looking 

for their Messiah, indeed looking 

for their king, and subsequently 

as a nation are currently in en-

forced spiritual blindness until 

the Bride of Christ the church is 

complete. 

The first four parables were spo-

ken publicly to the multitudes 

because they emphasize the out-

ward aspect of the age, but the 

last three were spoken only to 

the Lord’s disciples, mysteries 

for their ears only. 

 

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 

Notice here that the Lord pre-

sents us with 4 different soil con-

ditions that are representative of 

the heart and mind of man; I 

once heard a message preached 

 

THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

MATTHEW 13
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7. Acts 3: 25 - Gen 12:3; 18:18; 

22:18; 26:4 – The Messianic 

Promise to Abraham 

THE RESPONSIBILITY:

Matt 13:52 “. . .is like unto a man that is an

householder, which bringeth forth out of

his treasure things new and OLD.” KJV

1. Acts 1:16-20 Psa 41:9; 69:25;109:8

2. Acts 2:16-21 Joel 2:28-32

3. Acts 2:25 Psa 16:8-11

4. Acts 2:30 II Sam 7-17

5. Acts 2:34-35 Psalm 110:1

6. Acts 3:22-23 Deut 18:15-19

7. Acts 3: 25 Gen 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4

Mat 13:51-52 

V51).“Jesus saith unto them, 

Have ye understood all these 

things? They say unto him, Yea, 

Lord.  

V52).  Then said he unto them, 

Therefore every scribe which is 

instructed unto the kingdom of 

heaven is like unto a man that is 

an householder, which bringeth 

forth out of his treasure things 

new and old.” 

Matthew 6:21 “For where your 

treasure is, there will your heart 

be also.” 

Remember the disciples were 

considered to  be unlearned and 

ignorant men, yet the Lord con-

sidered them to be scribes that 

were exposed to the Word of 

God, and illustrated here in our 

text verses as being ministers of 

the Gospel. 

HAVE WE UNDERSTOOD  

THESE THINGS? 

I John 1:1  “That which was 

from the beginning, which we 

have heard, which we have 

seen with our eyes, which we 

have looked upon, and our 

hands have handled, of the 

Word of life;” KJV 
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of the Believer 

3. Acts 2:42 - Heb 10:25 – The 

Consistent Assembling of the 

Saints 

4. Acts 2:42 - II Tim 2:15 – The  

Desire for Sound Biblical Teach-

ing 

5. Acts 2:42 - I John 1:3, 7 – The 

importance of Fellowship 

6. Acts 2:42 - I Cor 11:23-32 – 

The Observance of the Lord’s 

Supper 

7. Acts 2:42 - Phil 4:6-7, Heb 

4:16 – The Privilege of Prayer 

THE RESPONSIBILITY:

Matt 13:52 “. . .is like unto a man that is an

householder, which bringeth forth out of

his treasure things NEW and old.” KJV

1. Acts 2:4 II Cor 1:22; Eph 1:13; 4:30

2. Acts 2: 38,41 Acts 8:12-13; 35-38; 10:47

3. Acts 2:42 Heb 10:25

4. Acts 2:42 II Tim 2:15

5. Acts 2:42 I John 1:3, 7

6. Acts 2:42 I Cor 11:23-32

7. Acts 2:42 Phil 4:6-7, Heb 4:16

THE RESPONSIBILITY concerning 

the old – V52). “. . . is like unto a 

man that is an householder, 

which bringeth forth out of his 

treasure things new and old.”  

In the first 3 chapters of  we see 

7 old testament prophecies  be-

ing brought to the attention of 

the Jewish recipients. 

1. Acts 1:16-20 - Psa 41:9; 

69:25;109:8  - The Replacement 

of Judas 

2. Acts 2:16-21 -Joel 2:28-32 – 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

3. Acts 2:25 - Psa 16:8-11 – The 

Resurrection of the Messiah 

4. Acts 2:30 - II Sam 7-17 – The 

Davidic Covenant 

5. Acts 2:34-35 - Psalm 110:1 – 

The Authority of the Messiah 

6. Acts 3:22-23 - Deut 18:15-19 

3 

by a one time farmer who indicat-

ed that very often that in one 

field one will find different soil 

types, different conditions with 

which the seed has to contend. . 

In fact the significance of the 

field is very relevant with regards 

to these parables, because in 

Matthew 13:38 the Lord states, 

“The field is the world. . .” and 

that the seed is the Word of God 

as seen in verses 19, 20, 21, 22, 

23, 

In Matthew 13:3-9 the Lord pre-

sents this foundational parable 

commencing in verses 3 & 4 with 

the words“. . . .Behold, a sower 

went forth to sow;” 

 “And when he sowed, some 

seeds fell by the way side, and 

the fowls came and devoured 

them up:” 

Then in verse 19 we see the 

Lord’s explanation” 

“When any one heareth the word 

of the kingdom, and under-

standeth it not, then cometh the 

wicked one, and catcheth away 

that which was sown in his heart. 

This is he which received seed by 

the way side.” 

Matthew 13:4; 19 “. . .the way 

side. . .” Pastor Richard Hester 

(PRH) in his book entitled New 

Testament History gives this com-

mentary in relation to the way 

side being a right of way that 

served as a common road or path 

upon which many walked; thus 

the ground surface was hard like 

a pavement . . . typical of   – THE 

SHUT MIND 

Matthew 13:5-6; 20-21 “. . .into 

stony places. . .” PRH who spent 

many years in Lebanon was famil-

iar with the various soil types in 

that region makes this observa-

tion regarding this particular sow-

ing. A thin layer of soil on top of 

an underlying shelf of limestone 

rock; thus there was immediate 

soil warmth from the sun which 

germinated the seed quickly, but 

there was no depth for the roots 

to find nourishment and mois-

ture. This is typical of  – THE 

SHALLOW-THINKING MIND 

Matthew 13:7; 22 “. . .fell among 

thorns. . .” PRH – Deceptive 

ground that looked clean, but the 

hidden roots of the thorns and 

wild grass and the dormant 

weeds would quickly shoot up 

and overpower the plants from 

the good seed. This is typical of  

– THE PREOCCUPIED WITH MANY 

THINGS MIND 

Matthew 13:8; 23 “. . .good 

ground. . .” Here we have a differ-

ent mind set, opposite of the oth-

er three: an OPEN AND TEACHA-

BLE MIND; a serious, think-it-

through to discover the truth ap-

proach; and a clean, willing and 

repentant mind to receive the 

truth. 

In verse 23 we see that the recipi-

ent of the good seed: Hears the 
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word-understands the word-

responds to the word. Not all 

seed that is sown will bring re-

sults and indeed the fruition of 

some seed will take time, but as 

we saw in Matthew 13: 8 and 23 

there will be a harvest, “. . .some 

an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, 

some thirtyfold.” 

 

 

MATTHEW 13 – 4 TYPES OF SOIL

Matthew 13:38 “The field is the world;. . .”

THE PARABLE OF THE  WHEAT  

& THE TARES 

Matthew13:24 

24). “Another parable put he 

forth unto them, saying, The 

kingdom of heaven is likened 

unto a man which sowed good 

seed in his field: 

25). But while men slept, his ene-

my came and sowed tares among 

the wheat, and went his way.” 

The tare in contrast to the “good 

seed” is the bad seed or false 

grain, and in this parable we are 

taken from the church age right 

through to the New Heaven and 

New Earth of Revelation 21 and 

22. 

In verses 26-30 of Matthew 13 

the Lord describes the concern of 

the servants regarding the nega-

tive effects of the bad seed: 

V26). But when the blade was 

sprung up, and brought forth 

fruit, then appeared the tares 

also. 

V27). So the servants of the 

householder came and said unto 

him, Sir, didst not thou sow good 

seed in thy field? from whence 

then hath it tares? 

V28). He said unto them, An ene-

my hath done this. The servants 

said unto him, Wilt thou then 

that we go and gather them up?

V29). But he said, Nay; lest while ye 
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JEW GENTILE & CHURCH THROUGHOUT TIME

TIMES OF THE GENTILES

captive into all nations: and Jeru-

salem shall be trodden down of 

the Gentiles, until the times of 

the Gentiles be fulfilled.” This 

period began with Nebuchadnez-

zar and will end with the reign of 

the antichrist at the end of the 

tribulation .”The times of the 

Gentiles” will be terminated upon 

the personal return of Christ to 

the Mt of Olives and then his 

judgment of the nations at Arma-

geddon. 

The second period is the church 

age  which commenced at Pente-

cost culminating in  “the fulness 

of the Gentiles” that the Apostle 

Paul draws our attention to in 

Romans 11:25  “For I would not, 

brethren, that ye should be igno-

rant of this mystery, lest ye 

should be wise in your own con-

ceits; that blindness in part is 

happened to Israel, until the ful-

ness of the Gentiles be come 

in.”  Remember the Church was 

predominately Jewish at Pente-

cost, today of course it is pre-

dominately Gentile. 

THE RESPONSIBILITY concerning 

the new things – V52). “. . . is like 

unto a man that is an household-

er, which bringeth forth out of 

his treasure things new and old.”  

1. Acts 2:4 - II Cor 1:22; Eph 

1:13; 4:30 – The Sealing of the 

Spirit 

2. Acts 2: 38,41 - Acts 8:12-13; 

35-38; 10:47 – The Immersion of 
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 In verses 11-17 in answer to the 

disciples question iv verse 10 

“Why speakest thou unto them in 

parables?”  

Matthew 13:11-17 

V11).“He answered and said unto 

them, Because it is given unto 

you to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven, but to them 

(ISRAEL) it is not given.  

V12). For whosoever hath, to him 

shall be given, and he shall have 

more abundance: but whosoever 

hath not, from him shall be taken 

away even that he hath.  

MATTHEW 13:11-17 

V13). Therefore speak I to them 

(ISRAEL) in parables: because 

they seeing see not; and hearing 

they hear not, neither do they 

understand. 

V14).  And in them (ISRAEL) is 

fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias,  

(Isaiah 6: 9-10)which saith, By 

hearing ye shall hear, and shall 

not understand; and seeing ye 

shall see, and shall not perceive:  

V15). For this people's heart is 

waxed gross, and their ears are 

dull of hearing, and their eyes 

they have closed; lest at any time 

they should see with their eyes, 

and hear with their ears, and 

should understand with their 

heart, and should be converted, 

and I should heal them. 

V16).  But blessed are your eyes, 

for they see: and your ears, for 

they hear.  

V17).  For verily I say unto you, 

That many prophets and right-

eous men have desired to see 

those things which ye see, and 

have not seen them; and to hear 

those things which ye hear, and 

have not heard them.” KJV   

Matthew also brings our attention 

to this observation regarding 

Christ’s methodology: 

Mat 13:34  All these things spake 

Jesus unto the multitude in para-

bles; and without a parable spake 

he not unto them:  

Mat 13:35  That it might be ful-

filled which was spoken by the 

prophet, (Asaph Psalm 78:2) say-

ing, I will open my mouth in para-

bles; I will utter things which 

have been kept secret from the 

foundation of the world.  

THE RESPONSIBILITY – V52).  is 

like unto a man that is an house-

holder, which bringeth forth out 

of his treasure things new and 

old.  

There are two periods in Israel’s 

history that we must be aware of 

if we are to understand God’s 

dealing with Israel. The first is “ 

the times of the Gentiles” that 

our Lord refers to in Luke 21:24 

“And they shall fall by the edge of 

the sword, and shall be led away 
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gather up the tares, ye root up 

also the wheat with them. 

V30). Let both grow together un-

til the harvest: and in the time of 

harvest I will say to the reapers, 

Gather ye together first the tares, 

and bind them in bundles to 

burn them: but gather the wheat 

into my barn.” 

In verses 36-43 the Lord gives 

the explanation: 

36).  “Then Jesus sent the multi-

tude away, and went into the 

house: and his disciples came 

unto him, saying, Declare unto 

us the parable of the tares of the 

field. 

37).  He answered and said unto 

them, He that soweth the good 

seed is the Son of man; 

38).  The field is the world; the 

good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; but the tares are the 

children of the wicked one; 

39).  The enemy that sowed them 

is the devil; the harvest is the 

end of the world; and the reapers 

are the angels. 

40).  As therefore the tares are 

gathered and burned in the fire; 

so shall it be in the end of this 

world. 

41).  The Son of man shall send 

forth his angels, and they shall 

gather out of his kingdom all 

things that offend, and them 

which do iniquity; 

42).  And shall cast them into a 

furnace of fire: there shall be 

wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

43).  Then shall the righteous 

shine forth as the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. Who 

hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 The enemy in this parable is of 

course our enemy the devil, our 

adversary the old serpent who 

continues to be about his work: 

1.Through “False Brethren” II Cor 

11:26 

II Cor_11:26  In journeyings of-

ten, in perils of waters, in perils 

of robbers, in perils by mine own 

countrymen, in perils by the hea-

then, in perils in the city, in per-

ils in the wilderness, in perils in 

the sea, in perils among false 

brethren; 

2.Through counterfeit gospels 

Gal 1:9 

Gal 1:9  As we said before, so say 

I now again, If any man preach 

any other gospel unto you than 

that ye have received, let him be 

accursed.  

3.Through false righteousness 

Rom 10:3 

Rom 10:3  For they being igno-

rant of God's righteousness, and 

going about to establish their 

own righteousness, have not sub-
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 GOD calls the NATIONS to  

account 

themselves unto the righteous-

ness of God.  

4.Through counterfeit churches 

Rev 2:9 

Rev 2:9  I know thy works, and 

tribulation, and poverty, (but 

thou art rich) and I know the 

blasphemy of them which say 

they are Jews, and are not, but 

are the synagogue of Satan.  

The enemy in this parable is of 

course our enemy the devil, our 

adversary the old serpent who 

continues to be about his work: 

We know of course that the devil 

believes in God: 

Jas 2:19  “Thou believest that 

there is one God; thou doest well: 

the devils also believe, and trem-

ble.”- THE DEVILS FAITH 

Gal 2:21  “I do not frustrate the 

grace of God: for if righteousness 

come by the law, then Christ is 

dead in vain.” – THE DISTORTED 

FAITH 

Jas 2:17  “Even so faith, if it hath 

not works, is dead, being alone.” 

– THE DEAD FAITH 

THE DEPENDABLE FAITH 

Eph 2:8  “For by grace are ye 

saved through faith; and that not 

of yourselves: it is the gift of 

God:  

Eph 2:9  Not of works, lest any 

man should boast.  

Eph 2:10  For we are his work-

manship, created in Christ Jesus 

unto good works, which God 

hath before ordained that we 

should walk in them.” –  

THE ACTIVITY OF SATAN

I PETER 5:8

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may 

devour:” KJV

13 

beast out of the earth go there 

( Rev 19:20) 

Remember the Lord’s words to 

the disciples in Mat 13:51  

V51). Jesus saith unto them, Have 

ye understood all these things? 

And their reply was, “ . . . Yea, 

Lord.” 

Remember that these men were 

perceived to be unlearned and 

ignorant men as we see in   

Acts 4:13  “Now when they saw 

the boldness of Peter and John, 

and perceived that they were un-

learned and ignorant men, they 

marvelled; and they took 

knowledge of them, that they had 

been with Jesus.” 

Yet we read at the beginning of 

Matthews account that the disci-

ples questioned why the Lord 

spoke in parables, 

Matthew 13:10  “And the disci-

ples came, and said unto him, 

Why speakest thou unto them in 

parables?” 

In Matthew 13:36 they requested 

to be given understanding re-

garding the  parable of the wheat 

and the tares 

“Then Jesus sent the multitude 

away, and went into the house: 

and his disciples came unto him, 

saying, Declare unto us the para-

ble of the tares of the field.” 

 In Marks account we read in 

Mark 4:10  “And when he was 

alone, they that were about him 

with the twelve asked of him the 

parable.” KJV  

The parable in question is the 

parable of the sower and the Lord 

said unto them: 

Mark 4:13 

“And he said unto them, Know ye 

not this parable? and how then 

will ye know all parables?  

Again in Luke's account  the dis-

ciples ask the Lord for teaching 

regarding the same parable. 

Luke 8:9  

“And his disciples asked him, say-

ing, What might this parable be?”  

It is clear I think that the disciples 

did not have a clear understand-

ing of all the aspects of these 

mystery parables, but as we saw 

in Acts 4:13 that it was noted 

that they had been with Jesus, 

remembering that this observa-

tion was made of the disciples 

post Calvary and Pentecost they 

had been sealed by the Holy Spir-

it of God, and their eyes had 

been opened to the truth of 

God’s Word. 

THE REQUIREMENT – Mat 13:52 ” 

Then said he unto them, There-

fore every scribe which is in-

structed unto the kingdom of 

heaven” 
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V18). “Forasmuch as ye know 

that ye were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, as silver and 

gold, from your vain conversa-

tion received by tradition from 

your fathers; 

V19). But with the precious blood 

of Christ, as of a lamb without 

blemish and without spot:” 

And of course John 3:16 says it 

all: 

“For God (THE GREATEST LOVER) 

so loved (THE GREATEST DEGREE) 

the world, (THE GREATEST NUM-

BER) that he gave (THE GREATEST 

ACT) his only begotten Son (THE 

GREATEST GIFT) that whosoever 

(THE GREATEST INVITATION) be-

lieveth (THE GREATEST SIMPLICI-

TY) in him (THE GREATEST PER-

SON) should not perish, (THE 

GREATEST DELIVERANCE) but 

(THE GREATEST DIFFERENCE) 

have (THE GREATEST CERTAINTY) 

everlasting life.” (THE GREATEST 

POSSESSION) 

THE PARABLE OF THE  

DRAGNET 

This parable of the dragnet goes 

beyond the Church age.But it is 

not the picture of the gathering 

out of the Church that is before 

us. The Lord’s parable in Matt 

13:45-46 of the pearl deals with 

that. 

Matt 13:47, “Again, the kingdom 

of heaven is like unto a net, that 

was cast into the sea, and gath-

ered of very kind.” 

The key word here is “net” or in 

effect what is inferred is a drag-

net literally a bag shaped net that 

is dragged along the seabed ma-

nipulated by the currents and as 

verse 47 of Matthew tells us, “. . 

.gathered of every kind” 

Matthew 13:47-50 

V47). “Again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like unto a net, that 

was cast into the sea, and gath-

ered of every kind: 

V48).Which, when it was full, they 

drew to shore, and sat down, and 

gathered the good into vessels, 

but cast the bad away.” 

The significance of these two 

verses is emphasized in the fol-

lowing two: 

Matthew 13:49, 50 

V49). “So shall it be at the end of 

the world: the angels shall come 

forth, and sever the wicked from 

among the just, 

V50). And shall cast them into 

the furnace of fire: there shall be 

wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 

It’s important to notice that, “. . 

.the furnace of fire. . .” is a post-

white throne judgment event for 

all the unsaved AFTER the beast , 

being the beast out of the sea 

and the false prophet, being the 
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THE PARABLE OF THE  

MUSTARD SEED 

Verse 32 of Matthew 13 tells us 

that the mustard seed is the 

smallest of all seeds, it’s an herb 

and sometimes growing in the 

right conditions it can become a 

medium size bush, but certainly 

not a tree with many branch’s big 

enough for many birds to make 

their home in. And this grain of 

mustard has been sown in the 

field of the world and what we 

see happening to the least of all 

seeds is unnatural or of pervert-

ed growth. 

What we see here is a picture of 

what is known as Christendom, 

its outward appearance is per-

verted, and yes the perversion is 

man made, yet as we see in verse 

31 of Matthew 13 the mustard 

seed was sown in the field by the 

Lord,  “. . .The kingdom of heav-

en is like to a grain of mustard 

seed, which a man took, and 

sowed in his field:”  The seed rep-

resents the smallest of begin-

nings, but such is the size of this 

mystery tree that it attracts, “. . 

.the birds of the air. . . .”  to 

make their home in it’s branches. 

In the first foundational parable, 

who was it that devoured the 

seeds that fell by the way side? 

Yes it was, “ . . .the fowls. . .”  or 

the birds of the air; may I sug-

gest that all types of birds have 

made their home in Christen-

dom’s mystery tree proclaiming 

to be Christian yet according to 

the Word of God and the words 

of the Apostle Paul in II Timothy 

3:5 “Having a form of godliness, 

but denying the power thereof: 

from such turn away.” 

It’s important to notice that the 

main subject is still the kingdom 

of heaven, and unlike the first 

two parables the Lord doesn’t 

give us a separate explanation. 

There are many that believe that 

this parable indicates that from 

small beginnings the Gospel 

would permeate the whole world 

and consequently Christianize it. 

The fact is that here we are some 

2000 yrs. plus after the initial 

sowing of the seed of the gospel, 

and although many would pro-

fess to be Christian, the truth of 

the Bible tells us in Matthew 

7:13, 14 that many more enter 

an eternity with a hopeless end 

than those who enter eternity 

with an endless hope. 

Matthew 7:13, 14 

V13). “Enter ye in at the strait 

gate: for wide is the gate, and 

broad is the way, that leadeth to 

destruction, and many there be 

which go in thereat: 

V14). Because strait is the gate, 

and narrow is the way, which 

leadeth unto life, and few there 

be that find it.” 
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THE PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN 

Mat 13:33  “Another parable 

spake he unto them; The king-

dom of heaven is like unto leav-

en, which a woman took, and hid 

in three measures of meal, till the 

whole was leavened.” 

Again as with the mustard seed 

many in the church today believe 

this parable is talking about the 

spread of the gospel and that the 

whole world will be eventually 

Christianised. 

Leaven of course is a mass of 

sour dough, which when mixed 

with a larger quantity of dough or 

paste, produces fermentation; in 

effect producing a chemical 

change that takes place both qui-

etly and assertively rendering the 

dough light. 

Certainly the leaven is not a re-

flection of the spread of the gos-

pel; remember that the Lord said, 

“the kingdom of heaven is like 

unto leaven” which refers to its 

inner earthly state during this 

mystery age. 

Notice the second part of the 

verse in which we see that the 

leaven is hidden in three 

measures of meal, may I suggest 

that the three measures of meal 

is representative or is the pro-

duce of the good seed. The leav-

en, that which is corrupt or coun-

terfeit is mixed in or hidden in 

the dough. 

So what is the significance of the 

three measures of meal? When 

Jesus said that, He was not using 

occasional language, but employ-

ing a phrase that had a definite 

meaning and value to those who 

heard it. 

The first time we come across 

this statement is in Genesis 18:6 

when Abraham was visited by 

three men, and Abraham recog-

nizes that one of the men was the 

Lord. 

Genesis 18:6 

“And Abraham hastened into the 

tent unto Sarah, and said, Make 

ready quickly three measures of 

fine meal, knead it, and make 

cakes upon the hearth.” 

The occasion presented for Abra-

ham the opportunity to serve God 

with hospitality to his guests, and 

to enjoy fellowship with them. 

The meal then in the parable of 

the leaven presents to us a pic-

ture of three characteristics that 

should be true of Christ’s Church, 

service, hospitality, and fellow-

ship; but as the parable shows 

they contain leaven which has 

quietly and assertively permeated 

right throughout the whole 

church. The meal then in the par-

able of the leaven presents to us 

a picture of three characteristics 
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so in effect it is a symbol of puri-

ty resulting from wounding or 

suffering, which has been en-

closed in that which has made it 

a thing of beauty. 

MATTHEW 13:45, 46 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

like unto a merchant man, 

seeking goodly pearls: 

Who, when he had found one 

pearl of great price, went and 

sold all that he had, and bought 

it.” KJV 

It’s important to notice the 

phrase “goodly pearls”, which is 

indicative of their value, because 

the very title of the seeker of 

these pearls suggests that he 

wasn’t interested in keeping 

them for himself because pearls 

in so far as their value was 

known then, were specifically 

and particularly for the adorn-

ment of kings 

The merchantman who was seek-

ing them was seeking them in 

order to provide that embellish-

ment, that symbol of glory, for 

such that could afford them. 

In verse 46 the merchant man 

that the Lord likens to the king-

dom of heaven is indeed the Lord 

himself, and the one pearl of 

great price is the Church, indeed 

just like the pearl, it is a product 

of suffering. Also just like the 

pearl which gradually grows, so 

as the Spirit of God convicts and  

sinners are gloriously converted 

the Church grows; notice the 

phrasing in verse 46 “one pearl”, 

there is only one true church! 

In Matthew 16:18 we have of 

course the Lord’s discourse with 

Peter: 

“And I say also unto thee, That 

thou art Peter, and upon this 

rock I will build my church; and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it.” 

The only one true church – the 

pearl of great price that one day 

will be revealed in all it’s glory in 

that Christ will, “ . . .present it to 

himself. . .” as we see in Ephe-

sians 5:27, “. . .a glorious 

church, not having spot, or wrin-

kle, or any such thing; but that it 

should be holy and without blem-

ish.” 

The birth of the Church was only 

possible by the suffering of our 

Lord and Saviour on the cross of 

Calvary, and as it grows it also 

continues to suffer. At the end of 

Matthew 13:44 we read the 

words, “. . . buyeth that field. . .” 

The purchase price that was paid 

for the field of the world in which 

Israel are hidden was of course 

the precious blood of our Saviour 

shed on the cross of Calvary. 

I Peter 1:18-19 
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 that the world is purchased for 
the treasure hid within it.  
MATTHEW 13:44 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like unto treasure hid in a field; 
the which when a man hath 
found, he hadeeth, and for joy 
thereof goeth and selleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field.” 
KJV 
Notice the inference of this verse 
concerning the treasure and its 
location, such is its value that the 
finder purchases the field. 
In the Old Testament God de-
scribes Israel as His treasure: 
Exodus 19:5b 
“. . . ye shall be a peculiar treas-
ure unto me above all people: for 
all the earth is mine:” 
Deuteronomy 14:2 
“For thou art an holy people unto 
the LORD thy God, and the LORD 
hath chosen thee to be a peculiar 
people unto himself, above all 
the nations that are upon the 
earth.” 
Psalm 135:4 
“For the LORD hath chosen Jacob 
unto himself, and Israel for his 
peculiar treasure.” 
The Apostle Paul writes in Ro-
mans 9 concerning his own kins-
men: 
V4). “Who are Israelites; to 
whom pertaineth the adoption, 
and the glory, and the covenants, 

and the giving of the law, and the 
service of God, and the promis-
es;” 
V5). “Whose are the fathers, and 
of whom as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen.” 
Notice what Paul is stating here 
in verse 5 of Romans 9 in the con-
text of Israel, “. . . of whom as 
concerning the flesh Christ 
came,” 
Christ’s earthly lineage was Jew-
ish! (Matthew 1:1-17) 
 
The treasure hid in the field of 
the world during this mystery age 
is indeed Israel. 
THE PARABLE OF THE PEARL OF 

GREAT PRICE 

The popular interpretation is that 
the pearl of great price is repre-
sentative of Christ being found by 
the merchantman, where in fact 
the opposite is true because it is 
Christ that seeks and saves that 
which is lost. 
The key word here in these two 
verses is “Pearl”. Its growth is the 
result of an injury done to a living 
organism, a diseased secretion 
caused by the introduction of for-
eign bodies, like sand etc; which 
gets into the shell of the oyster 
between the mantle and the 
shell. 
The pearl is suggestive of purity, 
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parable shows they contain leav-

en which has quietly and asser-

tively permeated right through-

out the whole church. So leaven 

is likened too” 

FALSE TEACHING - Matthew 16:6 

WORLDLY COMPROMISE - Mat-

thew 22:16-21 

HYPOCRISY - Luke 12:1 

PRIDE - I Corinthians 5:6 

MALICE & WICKEDNESS - I Corin-

thians 5:8 

LEGALISM - Galatians 5:1-9 

Whether it be worship, bible 

translations, preaching, separa-

tion etc; it has become so tainted 

by the world that in many situa-

tions one can hardly tell the dif-

ference between the church and 

the world. 

The Apostle Paul says in I Corin-

thians 5:7 we are to recognize in 

ourselves the influence of this 

corrupt leaven, then we are to 

deal with it and purge it. 

I Corinthians 5:7 

“Purge out therefore the old leav-

en, that ye may be a new lump, 

as ye are unleavened. For even 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed 

for us:” 

THE ACTIVITY OF LEAVEN

I CORINTHIANS 5:7

“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye 

may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. 

For even Christ our passover is sacrificed 

for us:” KJV

THE PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN 

TREASURE 

We saw of course that the field 

in verse 38 represents the world; 

so we can rightly say that here 

we are talking about a treasure 

hid in the field of the world, and 


