
Hebrews 11 

ABRAHAM 
Hebrews 11:8-10 

Introduction  

1. God changed his name from Abram to Abraham, to indicate how Abraham was to 

become, through Isaac, the founding father of the Hebrew people; and through faith the 

father of the people of faith, the Gentiles. 
 

Romans 4:13, “For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his 

seed, through the law, but through the 

righteousness of faith.” 

 

 

2. Abraham was justified by 

faith. Because of his faith he is 

included in the “Hall of faith” in 

Hebrews 11. 

 

Hebrews 11:8-10, “By faith 

Abraham, when he was called to go 

out into a place which he should 

after receive for an inheritance, 

obeyed; and he went out, not 

knowing whither he went.  

By faith he sojourned in the land of 

promise, as in a strange country, 

dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac 

and Jacob, the heirs with him of the 

same promise.  

For he looked for a city which hath 

foundations, whose builder and 

maker is God.” 

 

 

 

 

Born: 

 

 

Abraham’s 

family: 

 

 

 

Abraham’s 

Account is 

Found: 
 

Other 

Places 

Abraham 

is 

Mentioned:   

 

Meaning of 

the name 

Abraham: 
 

Lessons 

From 

Abraham’s 

Life: 

 
Key Verse: 

 

 2161 BC in Ur 

Genesis 11:27 
 

 

 Descendant in the 

ninth generation 

from Shem, the son 

of Noah. 

Father’s name is 

Terah 

 

 Genesis 11:28-

Genesis 25:1-11 

 

 

 

 Hebrews 11:8-19 

 Romans 4:1-5:1&2 

 

 
 

 

 

 Father of a multitude 

 
 

 Faith is essential if 

we are to obey 

God’s call. 

 Dependence on God’s Word is 

all of faith. 

 

 
 Hebrews 11:8 
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Timeline of Abraham’s Journey 

Genesis 11: 

28-32  Abraham’s beginnings 

Genesis 12: 

1-3  God calls Abraham and makes a promise to him 

4  Abraham departs 

6  Abraham journeys through Canaan 

10  Abraham driven by famine to Egypt 

14-20  Sarai taken by Pharaoh 

7-13  Abraham and Lot separate 

Genesis 13: 

10-13  Lot goes to Sodom 

14-18  God renews his promise to Abraham 

Genesis 14: 

1-24  Battle of four Kings 

Genesis 15: 

16  God encourages Abraham 

7-21  Canaan promised again 

26  Abraham complains for lack of an heir 

Genesis 16: 

1-3  Sarai gives Hagar to Abraham 

4-6  Hagar runs away 

7-14  An angel sends Hagar back 

15  Hagar bears Ishmael 

Genesis 17: 

1-27  God renews His covenant with the sign of circumcision 

Genesis 18:  

1-8  The Lord appears to Abraham 

9-22  Sarah is reproved for unbelief 

23-33  Abraham intercedes for Sodom 

  Divine mercy and judgement 
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Genesis 21: 

1-22  Abraham’s promised son, Isaac 

22-34  Treaty with Abimelech 

Genesis 22:  

1-19  Abraham’s test 

20-24  Family line of Rebekah 

Genesis 23: 

1-20  Sarah’s burial site 

Genesis 24:   

1-67  A wife for Isaac 

Genesis 25: 

1-11  Abraham’s death and burial 

 

 

 

I. THE FOUNDATION OF FAITH 
 

Hebrews 11:8, “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which 

he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 

whither he went.” 

(Hebrews 11:1-3; 11:6) 

 

A. By faith Abraham experiences salvation in Ur of the Chaldees. 

Genesis 15:6, “And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 

righteousness.”  

 

B. Abraham was justified by faith before the circumcision or law works. 

Romans 4:13, “For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to 

Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.” 

 

C. The God of glory appeared to Abraham in Mesopotamia. 

Acts 7:2, “And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory 

appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt 

in Charran,” 
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II. THE OBEDIENCE BY FAITH 
 

Hebrews 11:8, “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which 

he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 

whither he went.” 

 
A. By faith Abram hears the call of God and leaves his city not knowing where he 

would end up. 

Genesis 12:1-4, “1. Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 

country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will 

shew thee: 2. And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make 

thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3. And I will bless them that bless 

thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be 

blessed. 3. So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with 

him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.” 

  

B. By faith Abraham stays in the place of God’s appointment living in tents. 

Hebrews 11:9, “By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange 

country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the 

same promise:” 

 

Abraham never built a house or a city but looked forward by faith to the city of 

Jerusalem. 

Hebrews 11:10, “For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder 

and maker is God.” 

 

C. By faith Abraham believes the word of God; the covenant made with him. 

ELEMENTS OF THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT  

1. I will make you a great nation, comprising of all persons of faith whether 

Jew or Gentile.  

Genesis 13:16, “And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man 

can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.  

 

John 8:37-39, “37. I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, 

because my word hath no place in you. 38. I speak that which I have seen with my 

Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. 39. They answered 

and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye were 

Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham.” 
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Romans 4:16, “ Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the 

promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to 

that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all”  

 

Galatians 3:6-7, “Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him 

for righteousness. Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are 

the children of Abraham.”  

 

2. I will bless you.  

Genesis 13:14-18, “14. And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was 

separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou 

art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 15. For all the land 

which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 16. And I will 

make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the 

earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 17. Arise, walk through the land in 

the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 18. Then 

Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in 

Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD.” 

 

3. I will make your name great. 

 

4. You shall be a blessing; by his personal example of faith a worldwide 

blessing. 

 

5. I will bless those that bless you and curse those that curse you. 

 

6. In you all the families of the earth will be blessed – this is the great Messianic 

promise fulfilled in Abraham’s descendant, CHRIST.  

John 8:56-58, “56. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, 

and was glad. 57. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, 

and hast thou seen Abraham? 58. Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, Before Abraham was, I am.”    

 

Galatians 3:16, “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He 

saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is 

Christ.” 
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D. By faith Abraham believed God for a male heir by which he became the father 

of the Hebrew nation. 

Genesis 17:1-10, “1. And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD 

appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and 

be thou perfect. 2. And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will 

multiply thee exceedingly. 3. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, 

saying, 4. As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of 

many nations. 5. Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name 

shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6. And I will make 

thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of 

thee. 7. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after 

thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to 

thy seed after thee. 8. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land 

wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 

and I will be their God. 9. And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my 

covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. 10. This is my 

covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every 

man child among you shall be circumcised.” 

Genesis 18:9-15, “9. And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, 

Behold, in the tent. 10. And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to 

the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the 

tent door, which was behind him. 11. Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well 

stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.  

12. Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I 

have pleasure, my lord being old also? 13. And the LORD said unto Abraham, 

Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? 

14. Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto 

thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. 15. Then Sarah 

denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst 

laugh.” 

 

E. The promise of a male heir renewed. 

Genesis 17:15-19, “15. And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou 

shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 16. And I will bless her, 

and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of 

nations; kings of people shall be of her. 17. Then Abraham fell upon his face, and 

laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred 

years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 18. And Abraham said 

unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! 19. And God said, Sarah thy wife 
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shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish 

my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.” 

  

F. By faith Abraham separates with Lot; choosing sparse sheep country. 

Genesis 13:1-18, “1. And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that 

he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 2. And Abram was very rich in cattle, in 

silver, and in gold. 3. And he went on his journeys from the south even to Bethel, 

unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai;  

4. Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first: and there Abram 

called on the name of the LORD. 5. And Lot also, which went with Abram, had 

flocks, and herds, and tents. 6. And the land was not able to bear them, that they 

might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could not dwell 

together. 7. And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the 

herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the 

land. 8. And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me 

and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 9. Is not 

the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take 

the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I 

will go to the left. 10. And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, 

that it was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and 

Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest 

unto Zoar. 11. Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: 

and they separated themselves the one from the other. 12. Abram dwelled in the 

land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent 

toward Sodom. 13. But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD 

exceedingly. 14. And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from 

him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and 

southward, and eastward, and westward: 15. For all the land which thou seest, to 

thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 16. And I will make thy seed as the dust 

of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed 

also be numbered. 17. Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the 

breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 18. Then Abram removed his tent, and 

came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar 

unto the LORD. 
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III. THE GREAT TEST OF FAITH 
 

A. By faith Isaac is born and later given to God on the altar. Abraham believed in 

the resurrecting power of God. 

Hebrews 11:17-21, “17. By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: 

and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18. Of 

whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19. Accounting that God 

was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in 

a figure. 20. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21. 

By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and 

worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.” 

 

Genesis 22:1-19, “1. And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt 

Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 2. And he 

said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the 

land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains 

which I will tell thee of. 3. And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled 

his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the 

wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had 

told him. 4. Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place 

afar off. And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I 

and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. 6. And Abraham 

took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the 

fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 7. And Isaac 

spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my 

son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt 

offering? 8. And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt 

offering: so they went both of them together. 9. And they came to the place which 

God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, 

and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 10. And 

Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 11. And the 

angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: 

and he said, Here am I. 12. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do 

thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 

withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 13. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and 

looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham 

went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his 

son. 14. And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to 

this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen. 15. And the angel of the LORD 

called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 16. And said, By myself have I 
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sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld 

thy son, thine only son: 17. That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I 

will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the 

sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18. And in thy seed 

shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.  

19. So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to 

Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.” 

 

IV. THE PRAYER OF FAITH 

 
A. By faith Abraham rescues Lot whose family is being destroyed by Sodom. 

Genesis 18:16, “And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and 

Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.” 

 

Genesis 18:23-33, “23. And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy 

the righteous with the wicked? 24. Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the 

city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are 

therein? 25. That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with 

the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: 

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 26. And the LORD said, If I find in 

Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 

27. And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak 

unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: 28. Peradventure there shall lack five 

of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I 

find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 29. And he spake unto him yet again, 

and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it 

for forty's sake. 30. And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 

speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if 

I find thirty there. And he said, 31. Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto 

the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will not 

destroy it for twenty's sake. 32. And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 

speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will 

not destroy it for ten's sake. 33. And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left 

communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.” 
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V. THE HOPE OF FAITH 
 

A. By faith Abraham looked for the eternal city of Revelation 21. 

All those who live by faith are given glorious prophetic Scriptures. The Abrahamic 

covenant speaks of Christ and His 2nd coming. 

 

B. By faith Abraham endures unto the end passing on the blessing to the next 

generation. 

Hebrews 11:13, “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 

having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 

confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” 

 

Genesis 22:16-18, “16. And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for 

because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:  

17. That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as 

the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed 

shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18. And in thy seed shall all the nations of the 

earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.” 

 

 

VI. THE FAITHFULNESS OF THE GOD OF FAITH 

 
A. By faith Abraham relied on the faithfulness of God who never failed him. 

Genesis 24:1, “And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD had 

blessed Abraham in all things.” 

 

B. Abraham continued to the end by faith. 

Hebrews 11:13, “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 

having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 

confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” 
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Hebrews 11 

SARA 
Hebrews 11:11-13 

 

Introduction  

The name Sarah means “princess”. This name indicates her royal position as the wife of 

Abram, the revered Patriarch of Israel. It was God who changed her name from Sarai to 

Sarah at the same time that He changed Abram to Abraham upon the establishment of the 

covenant of circumcision. As Abraham’s wife, the history of Sarah was substantially that 

of Abraham. She came with him from Ur to Haran Genesis 11:31 and from Haran to 

Canaan. She accompanied him in all his wanderings. 

 

Sarah’s life is marked by her struggle to believe God’s promise of a male heir from her 

union with Abraham. This seemed to be an ongoing problem, despite God’s reassurances 

of an heir. 

 

Genesis 12:1-4,  “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and 

from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will 

make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt 

be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in 

thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. So Abram departed, as the LORD had 

spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when 

he departed out of Haran.” 

Genesis 13:14-17,  “And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from 

him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and 

southward, and eastward, and westward: For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I 

give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if 

a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk 

through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.  

Genesis 15:1-7,  “After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, 

saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. And Abram 

said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my 

house is this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no 

seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the LORD came 
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unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own 

bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 

heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall 

thy seed be. And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. And 

he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee 

this land to inherit it.” 

Genesis 17:18,  “And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!” 

 

 

I. THE THREE STAGES OF SARA’S LIFE 
 

 

A. Unbelief 

 

1. Sarai began a journey of faith.  

Genesis 12:1-3, “1. Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 

country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I 

will shew thee: 2. And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 

and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3. And I will bless 

them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 

families of the earth be blessed.” 

 

2. Sarai followed in Abraham’s obedience.  

Genesis 12:5, “And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and 

all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten 

in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the 

land of Canaan they came.” 

 

3. They worshipped the LORD at Bethel.  

Genesis 12:8, “And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of 

Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: 

and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of 

the LORD.” 

 

4. Sarai submitted to Abraham’s deception.  

Genesis 12:14-20, “14. And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into 

Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair. 15. The 

princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh: and 

the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16. And he entreated Abram well 

for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and 
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maidservants, and she asses, and camels. 17. And the LORD plagued 

Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife.  

18. And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done 

unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife? 19. Why saidst 

thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore 

behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. 20. And Pharaoh commanded his 

men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he 

had.  

 

5. God mercifully intervenes and delivers them.  

Genesis 12:20, “And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they 

sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.” 

 

6. Sarai lives in tents whilst Lot goes to the city.  

Genesis 13:12, “Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in 

the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.  

 

7. Despite God’s renewed promise to Abraham, Sara gives Hagar and 

Ishmael is born.  

Genesis 16:1-6, “1. Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she 

had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. 2. And Sarai said 

unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray 

thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And 

Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 3. And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar 

her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of 

Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife. 4. And he went in 

unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had conceived, 

her mistress was despised in her eyes. 5. And Sarai said unto Abram, My 

wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw 

that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between 

me and thee. 6. But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thy hand; 

do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled 

from her face.”  

 

Genesis 16:11, “And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art 

with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the 

LORD hath heard thy affliction.”  
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8. The name is changed from Sarai to Sarah and she is blessed.  

Genesis 17:15-20, “15. And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, 

thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 16. And I 

will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she 

shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 17. Then 

Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child 

be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety 

years old, bear? 18. And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live 

before thee! 19. And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; 

and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him 

for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 20. And as for 

Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him 

fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and 

I will make him a great nation.” 

 

 

B. Learning from mistakes 

 

1. The mistake of not believing. 

 

2. The promise of a son to Abraham and Sarai. 

Genesis 18:10, “And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to 

the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son.  

 

3. The laugh of unbelief.  

Genesis 18:10b, 11-13, “10b. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was 

behind him. 11. Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; 

and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12. Therefore 

Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have 

pleasure, my lord being old also? 13. And the LORD said unto Abraham, 

Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am 

old?” 

 

4. The second deception and Sarah’s obedience.  

Genesis 20:5, “Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she 

herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of 

my hands have I done this.” 

 

5. Problems with Ishmael.  

Genesis 21:9-21, “9. And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which 

she had born unto Abraham, mocking. 10. Wherefore she said unto Abraham, 
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Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this bondwoman shall 

not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 11. And the thing was very grievous 

in Abraham's sight because of his son. 12. And God said unto Abraham, Let it 

not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy 

bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; 

for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 13. And also of the son of the 

bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed. 14. And Abraham 

rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave 

it unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: 

and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. 15. And the 

water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs. 

16. And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it 

were a bowshot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she 

sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept. 17. And God heard the 

voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said 

unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of 

the lad where he is. 18. Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I 

will make him a great nation. 19. And God opened her eyes, and she saw a 

well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad 

drink. 20. And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the 

wilderness, and became an archer. 21. And he dwelt in the wilderness of 

Paran: and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.” 

 

 

C. Faith in God and His plan  

Hebrews 11:11, “Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive 

seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him 

faithful who had promised.” 

 

Through faith also Sara herself… 

 Received strength to conceive seed 

 Delivered a child when she was past age 

 She judged Him faithful who had promised. 

Genesis 21:1-8, “1. And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did 

unto Sarah as he had spoken. 2. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in 

his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. 3. And Abraham called 

the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 4. And 

Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded 

him. 5. And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto 

him. 6. And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh 
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with me. 7. And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should 

have given children suck? for I have born him a son in his old age. 8. And the child 

grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac 

was weaned.” 

 According to this scripture Sarah came to a place of faith. 

 She bears a son of promise and this brings laughter and joy.  

 Sarah lived many joyful years as an elderly mother.  

 

 

 

 

  


