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The book of Daniel has been fiercely 

attacked by the critics over the centuries 

as to its authenticity. It was written by 

Daniel, around 537 B.C. Daniel identi-

fies himself as the author of the book in 

Daniel 12:4 and Jesus also identified 

him in Matt 24:15.  Daniel was led into 

exile as a youth in 605 B.C and most 

estimates place him at around 16-18 

years old at the time. We know from 

Daniel 10:1 that he was still alive in 

third year of Cyrus in 536 B.C so he was 

around 85 at that time. Daniel's life is 

one of complete abandonment and devo-

tion to the God of Israel. The book itself 

is well known for its extraordinary 

prophecies that outline the future gentile 

world powers, the coming Messiah and 

the end of this age but it also holds many 

lessons for living in an age and society 

that is hostile to the belief in the God of 

Israel. 

Daniel, was a man, “greatly beloved” by 

God as indicated three times in the Book 

of Daniel in Daniel 9:23; 10:11 and 19. 

Dan 9:23  “At the beginning of thy sup-

plications the commandment came forth, 

and I am come to shew thee; FOR 

THOU ART GREATLY BELOVED: 

therefore understand the matter, and 

consider the vision.” 

Dan 10:11  “And he said unto me, O 

Daniel, A MAN GREATLY BE-

LOVED, understand the words that I 

speak unto thee, and stand upright: for 

unto thee am I now sent. And when he 

had spoken this word unto me, I stood 

trembling. ” 

Dan 10:19  “And said, O MAN 

GREATLY BELOVED, fear not: peace 

be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. 

And when he had spoken unto me, I was 

strengthened, and said, Let my lord 

speak; for thou hast strengthened me.” 
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GOD’S PROPHETIC PROGRAM FOR 

THE JEWS 

(which in the original was written  

in Hebrew) 

CHAPTER 1 

GOD’S PROGRAM FOR THE 

PROPHET DANIEL 

This chapter introduces the book, giving 

the background and preparation of the 

prophet. Daniel along with other promis-

ing youths were deported and placed in 

an intensive training program in Nebu-

chadnezzars court. Effectively they went 

under a program to change their identi-

ties, in short a program of identity theft. 

But Daniel resolved to remain faithful to 

the Lord for which he was rewarded, and 

both he and his friends were granted 

wisdom and knowledge. 

CHAPTER 1 OUTLINE 

1).Daniel is deported to Babylon -

Dan 1:1-2 

2).Daniel & friends are selected to be 

prepared for service-Dan 1:3-7 

3).Daniel would not defile himself 

-Dan 1:8 

4).Daniel by God’s grace found  

Favour-Dan 1:9 

5).Daniel’s alternative is accepted -

Dan 1:10-16 

6).Daniel & friends approved by the 

king-Dan 1:17-20 

7).Daniel continued unto king Cyrus -

Dan 1:21 

DANIEL PURPOSED IN HIS 

HEART TO HONOUR GOD—V8 

Daniel 1:8 “But Daniel purposed in his 

heart that he would not defile himself 

with the portion of the king's meat, nor 

with the wine which he drank: therefore 

he requested of the prince of the eunuchs 

that he might not defile himself.”  

According to the usual custom the Kings 

food and beverages were presented be-

fore an idol, (I Cor 8:10.) Note those 

words: “Daniel purposed in his heart”. 

They could change his name but they 

couldn't change his heart! He was not 

swayed by the lure of Babylon even 

though he lived right in it’s midst. So 

what affect has the world on our lives? 

Is there a difference between the desires 

of our life and of those who don’t know 

the Lord? Because it is fair to say that 

non-Christians watch us a lot more than 

we think. And they are interested in our 

actions more than our words. 

CHAPTERS 2-7 

GOD’S PROPHETIC PROGRAM 

FOR THE GENTILES 

King Nebuchadnezzar was a mighty 

ruler of the greater part of the known 

civilized world; he lived in great splen-

dour and opulence in the city of Baby-

lon, whose hanging gardens were con-

sidered one of the seven wonders of the 

ancient world. Yet he is troubled by his 

dreams that have given him a dilemma, 

being unable to remember them, nor   

could his wise men in verses 2-8. 

CHAPTER 2 OUTLINE 

1).Nebuchadnezzars dreams of na-

tions-Dan 2:1-11 

2).Nebuchadnezzars decree of death 

-Dan 2:12-15 

CHAPTER 1 

CHAPTER 2 



3 

DANIEL DECLARES THAT THERE 

IS A GOD IN HEAVEN-V28 

Daniel 2:28 “But there is a God in 

heaven that revealeth secrets, and 

maketh known to the king Nebuchadnez-

zar what shall be in 

the latter days. Thy 

dream, and the vi-

sions of thy head 

upon thy bed, are 

these;”  

We need to be careful 

to make sure that it is 

God who gets the 

glory for our lives 

and actions. As Paul 

said,  “For we preach 

not ourselves, but 

Christ Jesus the 

Lord; and ourselves 

your servants for 

Jesus' sake.” (II Cor 

4:5 

In chapter 2  Daniel 

had told Nebuchad-

nezzar that he was the 

head of gold (Dan 

2:38) but that he would be followed by 

“another kingdom inferior to thee (Dan 

2:39) made of silver (Dan 2:32). Reject-

ing now the idea that any kingdom could 

follow his own, he may have determined 

to show the permanence of his golden 

kingdom by having the entire image 

covered with gold."  

King Nebuchadnezzar, at the close of 

the chapter 2, acknowledged the suprem-

acy of Daniel’s God, yet in chapter 3 we 

read that he erects an image to Bel and 

to himself, demanding divine honour. 

 

CHAPTER 3 OUTLINE 

1).Nebuchadnezzar's image of gold 

& its Dedication-Dan 3:1-3 

2).Nebuchadnezzar's call to worship 

-Dan 3:4-7 

3).Nebuchadnezzar faces opposition 

-Dan 3:8-15 

4).Nebuchadnezzar is reminded of 

God-Dan 3:16-18 

5).Nebuchadnezzar shows his anger 

-Dan 3:19-23 

6).Nebuchadnezzar saw the pre-

incarnate Christ-Dan 3:24-27 

7).Nebuchadnezzar  acknowledges 

God’s power-Dan 3:28-30 

DANIELS FRIENDS CONVINCED 

OF GOD’S POWER—V’s 17-18 

Daniel 3:17-18   

V17). “If it be so, our God whom we 

serve is able to deliver us from the burn-

ing fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 

out of thine hand, O king.  

V18).  But if not, be it known unto thee, 

O king, that we will not serve thy gods, 

nor worship the golden image which 

thou hast set up.” 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego 

believed the Lord could deliver them 

from any fiery furnace and that He 

would deliver them. However, they also 

acknowledged the possibility that it 

might be God's will not to deliver them. 

God does not always save the lives of 

His children when they face martyrdom. 

Daniels friends knew this, but they had 

no question about God's ability to save 

them. Whether God would deliver them 

or not, they refused to serve idols or to 

CHAPTER 3 

CHAPTER 4 
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development in his faith. Back in Daniel 

3:29 he issued a decree and expressed a 

conviction. Here he gives a personal 

testimony, and has a conversion. 

Chronologically the testimony should 

come at the end of this chapter because 

it grew out of his experience recorded 

here in chapter 4. 

CHAPTER 4 OUTLINE 

1).Nebuchadnezzar praises God  

-Dan 4:1-3 

2).Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream -

Dan 4:4-5 

3).Nebuchadnezzar calls his wise 

men-Dan 4:6-9 

4).Nebuchadnezzar reveals his dream 

-Dan 4:10-17 

5).Nebuchadnezzar asks Daniel the 

wisest of men to interrupt the 

dream-Dan 4:18-27 

6).Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation  

-Dan 4: 28-33 

7).Nebuchadnezzar’s restoration  -

Dan 4:34-37 
DANIEL CONFIRMS GOD’S  

SOVREIGNITY—V’s 24-25 

Daniel 4:24-25 

V24).”This is the interpretation, O king, 

and this is the decree of the most High, 

which is come upon my lord the king:  

V25).That they shall drive thee from 

men, and thy dwelling shall be with the 

beasts of the field, and they shall make 

thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall 

wet thee with the dew of heaven, and 

seven times shall pass over thee, till thou 

know that the most High ruleth in the 

kingdom of men, and giveth it to whom-

soever he will.” 

Nebuchadnezzar was very conscious of 

his greatness, and as he looked from the 

eminence of his throne upon the world at 

his feet, his heart was lifted up with 

pride. It would be easy to cite proofs 

from the stones and bricks of Babylon to 

corroborate the general tenor of this 

story; for all the bricks of the ruins in 

that great province, so far as they have 

been examined, bear the name of Nebu-

chadnezzar; until the king had learned as 

we see here in this chapter that the Most 

High is sovereign, “ . . .till thou know 

that the most High ruleth in the kingdom 

of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he 

will.” 

In chapter 5 the iniquity of the head of 

the Gentiles with respect to the God of 

Israel reaches the highest point, Belshaz-

zar requests the vessels of the temple of 

God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken 

away from Jerusalem, to be brought, that 

he and his guests might drink out of 

them; and he praises the gods of gold 

and of silver and of stone.  

CHAPTER 5 OUTLINE 

1).Belshazzar provides a great feast -

Dan 5:1-4 

2).Belshazzar was greatly troubled -

Dan 5:5-9 

3).Belshazzar’s attention is brought 

to Daniel-Dan 5:10-16 

4).Belshazzar was reminded of his 

fathers humiliation and restoration -

Dan 5:15-23 

5).Belshazzar hear’s the interpreta-

tion-Dan 5:24-28 

6).Belshazzar rewards Daniel-Dan 

5:29 

7).Belshazzar’s party comes to an 

end-Dan 5:30-31 
DANIEL WAS BOLD IN HIS  

TESTIMONY—V’s 22-23 

Daniel 5:22-23 

V22).“And thou his son, O Belshazzar, 

hast not humbled thine heart, though 

CHAPTER 5 
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Belshazzar was a proud and vain 

man. Although he knew of his 

grandfather's insanity and of his de-

scent to the level of a beast, he had 

not profited by this experience. In-

stead, he had committed sacrilege in 

using the vessels taken from God's 

temple in Jerusalem. He had defied 

the living and true God; and, by the 

profane use of that which had been 

holy, he had mocked God and in-

sulted Him. Knowing the truth, he 

yet rejected it. During the Great 

Tribulation period those who will be 

deluded are those who have rejected 

the light. The Apostle Paul writes in 

II Thessalonians 2:9 –12   

V9). “Even him, whose coming is 

after the working of Satan with all 

power and signs and lying wonders,  

V10). And with all deceivableness of 

unrighteousness in them that perish; 

because they received not the love of 

the truth, that they might be saved.  

V11). And for this cause God shall 

send them strong delusion, that they 

should believe a lie:  

V12). That they all might be damned 

who believed not the truth, but had 

pleasure in unrighteousness.”  

With the opening of this chapter, we 

have again moved ahead historically. 

The kingdom of Babylon, the head 

of gold, has now disappeared; it has 

been removed from the number one 

spot of world power. Instead of 

Babylon, we have the Medo-Persian 

Empire, which was represented by 

the arms of silver in the dream of  

Nebuchadnezzar. 
CHAPTER 6 OUTLINE 

1).Darius gives Daniel a special 

position—Dan 6:1-3 

2).Darius signs a decree unknow-

ingly to trap Daniel—Dan 6:4-9 

3).Darius’s top man found 

praying—Dan 6:10-15 

4).Darius entrapped to fulfil his 

decree—Dan 6:16-18 

5).Darius’s urgent visit to the li-

ons den—Dan 6:19-23 

6).Darius deals with his deceivers  

- Dan 6:24 

7).Darius’s decree and praise of 

God—Dan 6:25-28 

DANIEL WAS A MAN OF  

CONSISTENT PRAYER-V10 

Daniel 6:10  “Now when Daniel 

knew that the writing was signed, he 

went into his house; and his win-

dows being open in his chamber to-

ward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his 

knees three times a day, and prayed, 

and gave thanks before his God, as 

he did aforetime.” 

Though he was the most distin-

guished man of his day, and full of 

public business, Daniel managed to 

find time for prayer, in the evening, 

CHAPTER 6 

CHAPTER 7 
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were to oppress them—historical details, 

though given beforehand prophetically. 

CHAPTER 7 OUTLINE 

1).Daniel dreams, dreams and visions 

—Dan 7:1 

2).Daniel’s vision of four beasts— 

Dan 7:2-8 

3).Daniel’s vision of the Ancient of 

Days—Dan 7:9-10 

4).Daniel saw the destruction of the 

little horn—Dan 7:11-12 

5).Daniel’s vision of the Son of 

Man -Dan 7:13-14 

6).Daniel is given the interpretation 

of the visions—Dan 7:15-27 

7).Daniel’s dreams & visions con-

cluded—Dan 7:28 

DANIEL SEES CHRISTS  

INVESTITURE-V’s 13-14 

Daniel 7:13-14 

V13).”I saw in the night visions, and, 

behold, one like the Son of man came 

with the clouds of heaven, and came to 

the Ancient of days, and they brought 

him near before him.  

V14).  And there was given him domin-

ion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 

people, nations, and languages, should 

serve him: his dominion is an everlast-

ing dominion, which shall not pass 

away, and his kingdom that which shall 

not be destroyed.” 

The Son of God in heaven is here in-

vested with the authority to take the 

kingdoms of this world from the Gen-

tiles and establish His Kingdom; the 

scene being  almost identical to Revela-

tion 5:6-7 

 Jesus referred to this passage when He 

was put on oath at His trial before the 

Sanhedrin: "… Again the high priest 

asked him, and said unto him, Art thou 

the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And 

Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son 

of man sitting on the right hand of 

power, and coming in the clouds of 

heaven" (Mark 14:61b—62). 

 

CHAPTERS 8-12: 

GOD’S PROPHETIC PROGRAM FOR 

THE JEWS 

(which in the original was 

 written in Hebrew) 

As we see in the first verse of chapter 8 

this is the third year of the reign of Bel-

shazzar, the last king of Babylon. The 

vision given in chapter 7 was in the first 

year of his reign; therefore, both of these 

visions took place toward the end of the 

Babylonian empire. 

CHAPTER 8 OUTLINE 

1).Daniels visions continue- 

Dan 8:1-2 

2).Daniel & the conflict between the 

ram and the he goat-Dan 8:3-8 

3).Daniel saw the little horn that 

waxed exceeding great-Dan 8:9 -14 

4).Daniel is given the interpretation -

Dan 8:15-19 

5).Daniel is exposed to certain kings -

Dan 8:20-22 

6).Daniel’s attention is brought to a 

king of fierce countenance- 

Dan 8:23-25 

7).Daniel is told to shut up the vi-

sion -Dan 8:26-27 

DANIEL WAS DILIGENT IN HIS SECU-

LAR DUTIES–V’s 26-27 

Daniel 8:26-27   

CHAPTER 8 
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may be caught up in ministry, we must 

never forget or neglect those responsi-

bilities which have been committed to 

our hands, whether of the home, the 

business, or the state. 

Chapter 9 gives us a vision concerning 

the people of Israel and the holy city, of 

Jerusalem as a consequence of Daniel's 

confession and intercession. The fact 

that God had promised to restore the 

desolations of Jerusalem after seventy 

years, did not restrain, but prompted and 

inspired Daniel’s prayers. 

CHAPTER 9 OUTLINE 

1).Daniel’s concern with Jeremiah 

25:11-Dan 9:1-2 

2).Daniel’s earnest prayer of confes-

sion and petition for himself and 

Israel-Dan 9:3-19 

3).Daniel’s encounter with Gabriel -

Dan 9:20-23 

4).Daniel is told of 70 wks of 7 yrs 

each-Dan 9:24 

5).Daniel is given 2 periods in the 70 

wks-Dan 9:25 

6).Daniel hears of the Messiah’s 

death & the destruction of the city & 

temple-Dan 9:26 

7).Daniel listens to the events of 

the 70th wk of Gabriel’s prophecy-

Dan 9:27  

DANIEL IS TOLD OF THE TIME OF 

JACOBS TROUBLE-V27 

Daniel 9:27  “And he shall confirm the 

covenant with many for one week: and 

in the midst of the week he shall cause 

the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 

and for the overspreading of abomina-

tions he shall make it desolate, even 

until the consummation, and that deter-

mined shall be poured upon the deso-

late.” 

The ―one week‖ or final ―week‖ (the 

seventieth), a period of seven years, is 

projected into the future and does not 

follow chronologically the other sixty-

nine. The time gap between the sixty-

ninth and seventieth weeks is the age of 

grace or the Church age—unknown to 

the prophets (Eph 3:1-12; 1Pet 1:10-12). 

The Seventieth Week is eschatological; 

it is the final period as seen in Revela-

tion chapters 6-18 and is yet unfulfilled. 

It is also known as the time of Jacobs 

CHAPTER 9 
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Chapter 10 gives us a glimpse into the 

great conflict which is always in pro-

gress between heaven and hell.  

CHAPTER 10 OUTLINE 

1).Daniel’s vision in the 3rd year of 

Cyrus-Dan 10:1 

2).Daniel mourned for 3 weeks-Dan 

10:2-3 

3).Daniel’s encounter beside the Ti-

gris-Dan 10:4-6 

4).Daniel’s associates fled in fear  -

Dan 10:7 

5).Daniel’s exposure to the vision -

Dan 10:8-10 

6).Daniel’s discourse with Gabriel -

Dan 10:11-21 

7).Daniel is given the reason for the 

vision-Dan 10:14 

DANIEL WAS GREATLY BELOVED  

OF GOD-V11 

Daniel 10:11  “And he said unto me, O 

Daniel, a man greatly beloved, under-

stand the words that I speak unto thee, 

and stand upright: for unto thee am I 

now sent. And when he had spoken this 

word unto me, I stood trembling.”  

3 Times we see this phrase ―Greatly 

Beloved‖ in the Book of Daniel refer-

ring to Daniel, nowhere else in scripture 

do we see this phrase. Indeed Our Lord 

and Daniel are the only two persons in 

sacred history to be called ―beloved‖ by 

the messengers sent from heaven. Notice 

here in Daniel 10:11 and also in: 

Daniel 9:23  “At the beginning of thy 

supplications the commandment came 

forth, and I am come to shew thee; for 

thou art greatly beloved: therefore un-

derstand the matter, and consider the 

vision.”  

Daniel10:19  “And said, O man greatly 

beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be 

strong, yea, be strong. And when he had 

spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and 

said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast 

strengthened me.” 

Given that Daniel was addressed in such 

a way by a heavenly messenger suggests 

very strongly he had acquired a heavenly 

reputation. 

This prophecy in chapter 11 bridges the 

gap from Media-Persia over to Greece, 

from Asia to Europe. It tells of the tran-

sition of world powers from one conti-

nent to another, from the East to the 

West. The speaker here is the angel 

Gabriel and this is a continuation from 

chapter 10. 

CHAPTER 11 OUTLINE  

1).Gabriel’s prophecy of Persia & 

Greece-Dan 11:1-4 

2).Gabriel’s kings of the North & 

South-Dan 11:5-20 

3).Gabriel exposes the wickedness & 

power of Antiochus the great-Dan 

11:21-35 

4).Gabriel’s prophecy of the Anti-

christ-Dan 11:36-39 

5).Gabriel indicates the Antichrist’s 

power-Dan 11:40-43 

6).Gabriel foresees Armageddon  -

Dan 11:44 

7).Gabriel announces the end of An-

tichrist-Dan 11:45 

DANIEL IS TRUSTED WITH THE 

CHAPTER 10 

CHAPTER 11 
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spiritual warfare. Such was Daniels 

heavenly reputation that he was en-

trusted with the prophetic Word of God  

just like Enoch. The apostle Paul en-

trusted his young son in the faith Timo-

thy with the Word of God as we see in II 

Timothy 2:2  ―And the things that thou 

hast heard of me among many witnesses, 

the same commit thou to faithful men, 

who shall be able to teach others also.‖ 

Chapter 12 gives us more of Israel's fu-

ture history. In the midst of all these 

events to come Michael, the archangel, 

stands up on behalf of the people of 

Daniel. The Lord Jesus also speaks of 

these events in Matthew 24 & 25 draw-

ing the attention of His disciples to the 

abomination of desolation shewing 

clearly that He speaks of Jerusalem, the 

Jews, and the last days, and when a rem-

nat of the nation shall be saved. 

CHAPTER 12 OUTLINE 

1).Dan is told of the time of Jacobs 

trouble-Dan12:1 

2).Dan is assured of resurrection for 

all-Dan 12:2 

3).Dan is told of God’s witnesses-Dan 

12:3 

4).Dan is instructed  to shut up & 

seal the book-Dan 12:4 

5).Dan is informed of the length of 

the great tribulation-Dan 12:5-9 

6).Dan is exposed to mid – trib 

events-Dan 12:10-11 

7).Dan is shown blessing and rest -

Dan 12:12-13 

DANIEL IS TOLD OF  

HIS RESURRECTION-V13 

Daniel 12:13  “But go thou thy way till 

the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand 

in thy lot at the end of the days.” 

As Bible commentator and expositor 

John Phillips writes: 

Daniel’s days were drawing to a close, . 

. . he would continue on his way. Death 

would overtake him, and he would rest. . 

. The things that he had seen and heard 

would be fulfilled. Empires would rise 

and fall. The Christ would come only to 

be cut off. The ages would pass. The 

Antichrist would come. The Messiah 

would come again. Yes Daniel would 

rest in death, but that was by no means 

all. He would also  stand in resurrection. 

He would receive his ―lot‖ of inheri-

tance. He would enter into his reward 

and have his share in the glories yet to 

come. 

Jesus said in John 11:25 “ . . .I am the 

resurrection, and the life: he that believ-

eth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 

he live:” 

John 5:28-29   

V28). “Marvel not at this: for the hour is 

coming, in the which all that are in the 

graves shall hear his voice,  

V29).  And shall come forth; they that 

have done good, unto the resurrection of 

life; and they that have done evil, unto 

the resurrection of damnation.”  

 

RESOURCES : 

The Big Picture of Daniel—HOH 

https://www.heraldofhope.org.au/free-

resources/publications/ 

CHAPTER 12 
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