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2 CORINTHIANS 

OBJECTIVES 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE: 

 To survey the book of 2 Corinthians discovering along the way some key verses and features of 

this epistle. The student should be able to comprehend the background, and understand the specific 

purpose of each chapter of the book.  

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES: 

The student will develop a fuller understanding of 2 Corinthians which will be achieved by being 

taught the subjects of each chapter and also dealing with “problem” passages throughout the course. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

Introduction – Background and Setting 

 

1. The Ministry Dissected – 2 Corinthians 1-7 

a. The God of the Ministry – 1 

b. The Triumphs of the Ministry – 2  

c. The Covenants and the Ministry – 3  

d. The Theme of the Ministry: Christ - 4 

e. The Motivations of the Ministry - 5 

f. The Concern for the Ministry – 6  

g. The Right Response to the Ministry - 7 

 

2. The Money Discussed - 2 Corinthians 8-9 

a. Giving Part 1 – 8 

b. Giving Part 2 – 9 

 

3. The Missionary Defended - 2 Corinthians 10-13 

a. Apostolic Defence – 10-11 

b. Apostolic Documentation - 12 

c. Apostolic Dealings - 13 
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REQUIREMENTS 

• Quizzes – Weekly quizzes may be expected from the notes. 

• Examinations - There will be examinations which must be satisfactorily completed. 

• Assignments – There will be various assignments given where the student will be assigned a 

portion of Scripture for interpretation.  

 

GRADING 

The final grade will be calculated as follows: 

 Class Assignments   30% 

 Reading Assignments   15% 

 Quizzes    25% 

 Examinations    30% 

The grading system for reporting is as follows: 

 A   95-100% 

 B   85-95% 

 C   80-85% 

 D   70-80% 

 F   < 70% 

**Assignments must be handed in on time and the findings discussed in class. All assignments must 

be completed to satisfy the course requirements. Late assignments will attract a loss of 10% to the 

grade. 
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HOMEWORK 

Each week the students are required to complete the required homework before next lesson. 

Week 1  

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 8 – 32 

Memorize: 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

 

Week 2 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 33 – 58  

Assignment 1: Interpret 2 Corinthians 1:21-22. Explain what Paul meant when he was 

talking about God having “anointed us” what is this anointing? Also clearly explain what it 

means to have the “earnest of the Spirit.” Support your answers with Scripture. 

 

Week 3  

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 59 – 73 

Memorize: 2 Corinthians 2:4  

 

Week 4 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 74 – 92 

Assignment 2: According to Romans 6:14; Romans 7:1-4 the believer is no longer under 

the law but under grace. What about the believer’s relationship to the moral law of God? 

Are we obliged under grace to keep, 10 commandments? Explain your answer. Consider 2 

Corinthians chapter three. 

 

Week 5 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 93 – 117 

Memorize: 2 Corinthians 4:5 

 

Week 6 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 118 – 129 

Assignment 3: Is the Judgement Seat of Christ and the Great White Throne the same 

judgement? Explain your answer considering the people, the judgement, and the timing. 

Compare Scripture.  
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HOLIDAY HOMEWORK: Read: John Phillips – Pg. 130 – 173 

 

Week 7 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 130 – 173  

Memorize: 2 Corinthians 6:14 

 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 174 – 185  

Assignment 4: Interpret 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 – Note the various meanings for the word 

repent. Explain the connection between godly sorry and repentance. Consider the 7 qualities 

of true repentance listed in verse 11; give an explanation for each.  

 

Week 9  

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 186 – 222  

Memorize: 2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

Week 10 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 223 – 242 

Assignment 5: Is 2 Corinthians 9:6 teaching us the pathway to prosperity? Explain your 

answer in light of the false teachings of the prosperity gospel.  

 

Week 11 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 243 – 255 

Memorize: 2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

Week 12 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 256 – 297 

Assignment 6: Study chapters 10-13 and list Paul’s various sarcastic statements. Also list 

how many false accusations you can find that were made against Paul. Provide a brief 

explanation of each statement and accusation.  

 

Week 13 

Read: John Phillips – Pg. 297 – 315 

Memorize: 2 Corinthians 13:11 

 

Week 14 & 15: Study for Exam  
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INTRODUCTION 
BACKGROUND AND SETTING 

I. THE LICENTIOUSNESS OF THE CITY  

In Worship: Their worship were to immoral gods which led to a temple environment that 

was riddled with prostitution. The chief goddess Venus Aphrodite was the goddess of 

beauty, love, procreation and sensual pleasure. Upon the mountain where her temple resided 

dwelt 1,000 “religious” priestess prostitutes. 

 

 In Wealth: Corinth was considered a very wealthy city. The public buildings: temples, 

palaces, and theatres were extravagant in design. Much of the wealth was due to the 

important travel route that was built upon an Isthmus (neck of land).  People all over Asia 

and Europe travelled through Corinth. 

 

 In Wisdom: Learning was a major part of the Corinthian way of life. The city was full of 

pagan educators and Greek philosophers. The people prided themselves in knowledge and 

loved to excel in wisdom.  

 

 In Wickedness: The wickedness of this city was so customary that the name Korinthiazomai 

which came to refer to committing fornication, or leading a debased life. The verb to 

Corinthanize became a popular Greek phrase: to go to the devil. 

Even to a city of this condition was God’s grace extended. The Lord sent Paul on his second 

missionary journey to preach “Christ and him crucified” both to the Jews and Greeks at Corinth. 

And there in that place a church, an assembly called out by God was successfully established. 

II. THE LETTERS TO THE CHURCH 

 Previous Letters: In this epistle there is reference to another epistle: 

 

 And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them 

of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you 

all. For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many 

tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have 

more abundantly unto you. 2 Corinthians 2:3-4 

 

 For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: for I 

perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season. 

2 Corinthians 7:8 

 

Some have suggested that there are about four to five epistles: 

1. The lost letter 

2. The long letter – 1 Corinthians 

3. The lamented letter 
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4. The last letter – 2 Corinthians  

5. Some have made chapters 10-13 as an entirely separate letter.  

However, I believe there are just three letters: 

1. The lost letter – 1 Corinthians 5:9 – “I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with 

fornicators.” 

2. The long letter – 1 Corinthians 

3. The last letter – 2 Corinthians 

 

 Present Letter: Paul wrote this epistle from Ephesus whilst with Timothy in early 56 A.D. 

The simple theme of 2 Corinthians is the ministry. This is commonly known as Pauls most 

personal epistles.  

 

William MacDonald: One reason we love 2 Corinthians so greatly is because it is so personal. We 

seem to get closer to the heart of Paul here than in any of his other writings. We feel something of 

the tremendous enthusiasm he had for the work of the Lord. We catch a sense of the dignity of life's 

greatest calling. We read with silent amazement the catalogue of sufferings which he endured. We 

experience the hot flush of indignation with which he answered his unscrupulous critics. In short, 

Paul seems to let us into every secret of his soul… If you listen carefully, you will hear the 

heartbeat of one who really loved the people of God and gave himself for their welfare. 

 

III. LACK IN THE CONGREGATION  

 As seen in 1 Corinthians, the church had been lacking in many areas. Although there was 

repentance in response to the first epistle, there were still several areas of lack. 

 There were false apostles and teachers (particularly Judaizers) to which the Corinthians were 

giving ear to. These false teachers were undermining Paul’s manner and message.  

 

 This caused two main factions in the church. There was the majority group who were behind 

Paul and repented at the epistle of 1 Corinthians. Yet there was also a minority group who 

were being influenced by these Judaizers. Paul specifically addresses both the false teachers 

and minority group throughout chapters 10-13.  

 

 … I think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we walked according to the 

flesh. 2 Corinthians 10:2 

 

 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye 

receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not 

accepted, ye might well bear with him. 2 Corinthians 11:4 

 

 

 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles 

of Christ.2 Corinthians 11:13 
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 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? 

so am I. Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more 

abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 2 

Corinthians 11:22-23 

 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

 

1. THE MINISTRY DISSECTED – 2 Corinthians 1-7 

a. The God of the Ministry – 1 

b. The Triumphs of the Ministry – 2  

c. The Covenants and the Ministry – 3  

d. The Theme of the Ministry: Christ - 4 

e. The Motivations of the Ministry - 5 

f. The Concern for the Ministry – 6  

g. The Right Response to the Ministry – 7 

 

2. THE MONEY DISCUSSED - 2 Corinthians 8-9 

a. Giving Part 1 – 8 

b. Giving Part 2 – 9 

 

3. THE MISSIONARY DEFENDED - 2 Corinthians 10-13 

a. Apostolic Defence – 10-11 

b. Apostolic Documentation - 12 

c. Apostolic Dealings – 13 
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THE MINISTRY DISSECTED 
CHAPTERS 1 TO 7 

THE GOD OF THE MINISTRY 
CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION:  

V1-2 – Paul proceeds with his customary greeting. Like his first epistle, Paul addressed not only the 

“…church of God which is at Corinth…” but also included“…all the saints which are in all 

Achaia.”  

I. THE DISTRIBUTOR– V4-7 

The words comfort and consolation appear 10x within the space of five verses. Verse four alone 

contains four occurrences of the word. God is referred to as “The God of All Comfort” and He the 

very source and distributor of comfort. 

 

The word comfort or consolation means: to call near or come along side in assistance. 

This is what it means to exhort, to be an advocate, to be a helper. 

 

 The Place of His Comfort: v4 – God comforts us “in” all our tribulation. The comfort is not 

necessarily experienced “out” of tribulation but “in” our tribulation. The word comforteth is 

in the present tense describing His comfort as continual; He keeps on comforting us “in” all 

our tribulation. 

 

 The Purpose of His Comfort: v4-6 – The purpose of His comfort is not only to provide us 

with comfort, but that we might be able to comfort others also. The word salvation appears 

in v6 twice in reference to salvation of the church from iniquity, error, and corruption. 

Paul’s enduring of suffering was not only to help comfort the churches but to save the 

churches from collapse.  

 

 We are not comforted to be comfortable but to be comforters – William Macdonald. 

 

 The heart would soon die if it pumped in the blood, and never pumped it out again; 

but it is by that perpetual process of giving out what it has received that it continues 

in life; and the highest form of Christian life is the reception of all that comes to us 

out of the fullness of Christ, and then the free giving out of what he has bestowed. C. 

H. Spurgeon 

 

 The Promise of His Comfort: v7 – Here the promise is given “so shall ye be…” As sure as 

the suffering is so shall be the surety of the comfort provided.  
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II. THE DELIVERER - V8-11 

 The State: v8-9a Paul outlines his state before he describes his deliverance. 

 Trouble – tribulation, affliction. 

 Pressed Out of Measure – weighed down, excessively heavy burdened.  

 Above Strength – above our ability, our power. 

 Despaired even of life – there seemed to be no way out, as if we lost our life! 

 The sentence of death – the death sentence, the answer of death. We were that sure 

that we were going to die that if someone asked us “life or death?”, we would 

conclude “death.” 

 

 The Salvation: v9b-10– We should not trust in ourselves! All deliverance is a picture of 

God’s deliverance. Their only hope was to trust in God, the one Who has power to raise the 

dead. 

 Past – Who delivered us from so great a death. 

 Present – and doth deliver.  

 Future – in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us. 

 David remembered this when facing Goliath. He reflected upon the previous 

deliverances of the LORD: 

 David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, 

and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this 

Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee (1 

Samuel 17:37) 

 The application to our eternal salvation is alike: past, present, and future. 

 

 The Saints: v11 – Paul here addresses the saint’s involvement in their deliverance. He 

acknowledges several things: 

 Deliverance: Grace Gifted – through prayer “Ye also helping together by prayer for 

us…for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons.” 

 Deliverance - God glorified: “Thanks may be given by many on our behalf.”  

 

V11 – “by means of many persons” – the word persons (prosōpon) is the same word also 

translated faces. The idea here is that many faces of the saints were turned upward toward 

heaven in earnest prayer, most probably with hands stretched forth as was the common 

Jewish posture of prayer. 

 

III. THE DIRECTOR – V12-24 

Here the apostle Paul shows how God directed his life and ministry. There were questions 

concerning the genuineness of his statements, and plans. Yet Paul knew that his future was in God’s 

hands, and that the Lord at times could redirect his plans for His eternal purposes. 

 

 Directing our Morality v12 – Paul calls the Corinthians to consider the testimony of his 

conscience. The conscience is the seat of man’s moral sense.  
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 Simplicity – means “without folds.” It carries the idea of a cloth unfolded or having a 

simple fold. It is simplex, not complex, without hidden agendas. The root word is 

found in this verse: “The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, 

thy whole body shall be full of light, Matt. 6:22. 

 

 Godly Sincerity – eilikrineia – is made up of two words heilē which refers to the 

sun’s rays and krinō which is the word to judge. The word literally means to be 

judged by sunlight. The idea is that the brightness and heat of the sun tests the 

genuineness of an object. Paul’s conscience had been tested by the “sunlight of God” 

and been proven to be genuine. He was sincere.  

 

The English word: The word sincere means without wax:  

 

In the olden days sculptors sometimes used wax to fill up a flaw in the stone images 

they had carved. When the purchaser exposed this image to the rays of the sun, the 

wax melted and the imperfection was thus disclosed. Often a dealer in images would 

proclaim his wares as being “sincere” or “without wax.” 

 

 Grace of God – not with fleshly wisdom, but rather an enduement of supernatural 

enablement. 

 

 Directing our Mouths v17-19 – Paul affirmed to the Corinthians that he didn’t make his 

plans lightly, or according to his flesh. He assured them that he was not as those which were 

double minded saying both “yea, yea and nay nay” within the same sentence. Even his 

gospel preaching was in openness; he preached clearly and undoubtedly.  

 

 Directing our Mission v15-16; 23-24 – According to 1 Corinthians 16:5-9 Paul was going to 

visit Corinth after Macedonia, and in 2 Corinthians 1:15-16 he planned to visit Corinth 

before he went to Macedonia and again upon his return. However, this later plan had 

changed and now he was being accused of fleshly planning. 

 V23-24 – Paul explains that the reason for the change in plans was that the 

Corinthian believers would have more time to repent and correct their foolish 

behaviour. He was going to spare them from some kind of disciplinary action which 

would’ve caused the Corinthians to charge him with being a lord over their faith. 
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THE TRIUMPHANT MINISTRY  
CHAPTER TWO 

INTRODUCTION: 

 Paul concludes this chapter with a triumphant finale. However, there are also other 

triumphant truths which he seeks to communicate to the Corinthians.  

I. PAUL’S REPROOF - V1-4 

 The Lamentation – v1-3 – Paul desired not to approach the Corinthians with a visit that 

would produce and cause sorrow. Their sorrow was his sorrow and their joy would result in 

his joy. Paul always desired that his hard epistles would turn the hearers to the Lord. This 

kind of repentance always results in true rejoicing. 

 

 The Love – v4 – Paul pours out his heart revealing the emotional realities that were upon his 

soul at the writing of 1 Corinthians. 

 

 The HOW of his reproof: Much affliction, anguish of Heart: and with many Tears 

 The WHY of his reproof: Not that ye should be grieved but that ye might know the 

love which I have more abundantly unto you. 

 

Any man who stands in the pulpit today has a tremendous responsibility to rebuke what 

is wrong. Many of the saints don't like this. Paul tells them here that his rebuke was not 

because he was opposed to them, but because he loved them. A faithful pastor shows his 

love by preaching the Word of God as it is rather than “buttering up” the congregation. 

J. Vernon McGee  

 

Consider the Christlikeness of the Apostle: As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous 

therefore, and repent. Revelation 3:19 

II. PAUL’S REQUEST – V5-13 

In 1 Corinthians 5 a man was caught in fornication with his father’s wife and this behaviour called 

for church discipline. At first the Corinthians had been puffed up and done nothing about this sin, 

but after Paul’s clear rebuke and instruction things seemed to have changed.  

 The Punishment – v5-6 - The punishment inflicted by the church was a sufficient penalty. 

 The word many is the word pleiōn which means the more, the greater part, the 

majority. Cf. 1 Cor. 10:5. The significance is that it seems to indicate that there was 

some form of voting that was carried out in the membership of the early church. It 

seems that not “all” voted to put this man on discipline, but the “majority” did.  

 

 The Plan- v7-10 – Paul requests that the Corinthians restore this brother that had come to a 

place of repentance. They were to do the following: 

 Forgive him – release him from this discipline, bestow grace upon him, receiving 

him back into the fellowship. 

 Comfort him - come alongside him in assistance, in helping him.  
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 Confirm your love toward him - to assure, to confirm with authority. Possibly even a 

reference to a public authoritative expression of love and reacceptance of the 

repentant offender. 

 

If they failed to do this he would be engulfed in his sorrow, and in an abundance of grief. 

This would end up in his destruction rather than his restoration.  

 

 The Proof  - v9-10 – Paul charged the Corinthians that this demonstration of forgiveness 

and restoration would prove that they were obedient in all things. Paul also saw himself as a 

partaker of their forgiveness toward this repentant brother. He partook in the discipline (1 

Cor. 5:4) and now he would partake in the forgiveness. 

 

 The Possibilities – v 11-13 

 Of Satan’s Attack: Paul was not ignoring Satan’s plans and purposes. Satan would 

desire to get the advantage over the church by hindering their forgiveness. 

 Of Paul’s Open Door:  Possibilities of Paul’s open door in Troas was deferred. He 

was expecting Titus to meet him at Troas yet for some reason he couldn’t find him 

there. Paul couldn’t rest without meeting Titus and hearing of the Corinthians 

situation. So instead of waiting for Titus he went to Macedonia hoping to catch Titus 

on his way back from Corinth.   

III. PAUL’S RECOLLECTION – V14-17 

Paul in this final portion of the chapter bursts into praise, as he recollects his mind to the triumphant 

ministry to which he had received of the Lord. 

 His Thanks and Triumph- v14a – Thank you Lord! Thank you for the way you consistently 

cause us to sing that victor’s song! This was possible only “in Christ.”  

 The words causeth us to triumph is translated from one word thriambeuō. This is its 

corresponding word picture:  

The “Roman Triumph” was a special tribute that Rome gave to their conquering 

generals. The parade would include: the commander riding in a golden chariot, 

surrounded by his officers. There would be a display of the spoils of battle, the 

captive enemy soldiers, and the roman priests burning incense paying tribute to the 

victorious army. The procession would go past Circus Maximus where the helpless 

captives would entertain the people by fighting wild beasts. We are marching on the 

winning side of this parade! Thanks be to God!  

 

 His Savour and Sigh – v14b -16 – God was using Paul and his comrades to spread the 

fragrance of the knowledge of Christ in every place. They were going “into all the world” 

preaching the gospel to “every creature.”  

 Unto God – they were “a sweet savour of Christ.” Among the saved and unsaved. 

 Unto Man – they were either a fragrance of life or of death.  

 To those who received the message: life! 

 To those who rejected the message: death! 
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 The same sun which melts wax hardens clay. And the same Gospel which melts some 

persons to repentance hardens others in their sins – C. H. Spurgeon 

 

As the priests in the “Roman Triumph Procession” burned the incense to the captives it 

was the savour of death, but to those that were part of the victory, that same aroma was 

the smell of life and victory. So it is with the gospel. 

 

 Then Paul overwhelmed by this awesome responsibility to preach Christ Jesus the 

Lord, he sighs in absolute dependence upon God: “And who is sufficient for these 

things?”  

 

 His Ministry and Methods – v17 – Paul’s ministry was different to the false teachers at 

Corinth and around Asia Minor. His methods were sincere, his word was from God, and he 

ministered in the sight of God being conscience of His presence. He dare not corrupt the 

word of God.  

 Corrupt – the term refers to those hustlers and peddlers who traded in the market 

place. Some would put the best fruit on the top of the basket, others would mix wine 

with water and “adulterate” the purity of the wine. Paul’s gospel was pure, his 

ministry and methods were clean. 
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THE COVENANTS AND THE MINISTRY 
CHAPTER THREE 

INTRODUCTION: 

Judaizers had infiltrated the church at Corinth (11:22) as also many other of the early churches. 

Judaism was a disturbance and a stumbling block to the Gospel of Christ. Paul dedicates this 

chapter to address crucial comparisons between the New and Old covenants.  

I. THE COMMENDATION OF THE COVENANT – V1-5  

Letters of Commendation: these were used in the early church by Christians travelling from one 

place to another. They were letters which gave some form of commendation or recommendation 

from whence the person came. A similar example would be what the church of Jerusalem wrote 

concerning Barnabas and Paul (Acts 15:25) when they were sent to settle the issue of circumcision 

amongst the Gentile churches. There could be even a possible link between letters of commendation 

and the modern practice of letters of recommendation for those changing places of membership.  

 

 Paul’s Letter Scribed: V1-2 – The Corinthians were Paul’s open letter of recommendation, 

they were written upon his heart and all could see that.   

 

 God’s Lasting Signature: V3-4 – Yet at the same time they were the epistle of Christ, 

because it was not necessarily the work of Paul but the work of God that worked in the lives 

of these people.  

 

 Old Covenant – Ink upon table of stones. Temporary, fading. 

 New Covenant – Spirit of the living God upon hearts. Permanent, lasting, Jeremiah 

31:31. 

 

 The Corinthians were a living letter dictated by Christ, inscribed by Paul through the 

ministry of the preaching of the cross.  

 

 Their Liberating Supply – v4-6a – Paul and his associates in the ministry had learned to 

trust God through the Lord Jesus Christ. They had no sufficiency in themselves, God was 

their sufficiency. As they yielded to the Lord He supplied their lack liberating them and 

making them able ministers of the New Testament. 

II. THE COMPARISON OF THE COVENANTS – V6B-16  

The covenants compared only discover that the glory of the New far excels the glory of the Old. “A. 

T. Robertson states, “The greater glory dims the less. In one point at least, the old seems to have no 

glory at all, because of the superabundant glory of the new covenant.” Denney comments: “When 

the Sun shines in His strength, there is no other glory in the sky.” 
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Comparison Chart: 

Old Covenant New Covenant 

V6 – Letter Killeth V6 – Spirit  gives life (v3) 

V3, 7 – Written upon stone V3 – Written upon hearts 

V7 – Ministry of Death – fading glory V8 – Ministry of the Spirit – exceeding glory 

V9- Ministry of Condemnation 
V9 – Ministry of Righteousness 

V11 – To be done away; abolished (v13) 
V11 – Remains 

V14 – Vail covering their faces - obscurity 
V14 – “open face” = “unveiled face” veil 

removed v18 

V17 – Bondage 
V17 – Liberty 

 

 J. M. Davies summarizes: “This ministry of the “letter” that killeth is illustrated in the 3000 

killed at Sinai, at the inauguration of the Old Covenant; and the ministry of the Spirit, the 

life-giving ministry, is illustrated in the 3000 saved on the day of Pentecost.” 

 

 John Bunyan: “Run, John, run, the law commands but gives us neither feet nor hands, far 

better news the gospel brings: It bids us fly and gives us wings” 

 

Not all the Blood of Beasts 

Not all the blood of beasts, 

On Jewish altars slain, 

Could give the guilty conscience peace 

Nor wash away the stain. 

 

But Christ, the Heavenly Lamb, 

Takes all our sins away, 

A sacrifice of nobler name 

And richer blood than they. 

 

III. THE CONCLUSION OF THE COVENANT - V17-18 

 Its Freedom – v17 – The Lord is that Spirit. Under the Old Covenant the Jews identified the 

law with the LORD but under the New Covenant the LORD is to us the Spirit. And where 

the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty from condemnation, and external observances which 

the law imposes upon man. Romans 8:1-4 

 

 Its Fruit – v18 – As we behold the glory of the Lord in the New Covenant, meditating and 

comprehending it more fully, a continual sanctifying conformity to Christ takes place 

within. 
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 Open face - is the unveiled face 

 Beholding as in a glass – gazing as in a mirror. Not so much the reflective aspect of 

looking in a mirror but the intimacy of a close look. 

 The glory of the Lord – the magnificence of the glory of God in the New Covenant 

in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 Are changed – metamorphoo – transformed like a caterpillar into a butterfly. 

 Into the same image – that is into the same image of Jesus Christ. 

 From glory to glory – from one degree of glory to another. A gradual working. 

 Even as by the Spirit of the Lord – It is done not by the observance of the letter but 

by the power of the life-giving Spirit of God.  

 

Glorious Liberty! There is no need to behold the law and hope for change, we can be 

preoccupied with Christ and His salvation and experience the change. 
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THE THEME OF THE MINISTRY: CHRIST 
CHAPTER FOUR 

INTRODUCTION:  

In this blessed chapter we see JESUS. He is the theme of the apostle’s practice, preaching, 

persecution, and perspective. There is no greater theme than Jesus; let Him be the theme of our 

song, our life, our all! 

I. THE THEME OF OUR PRACTICE – V1-2 

 Christ Jesus is the theme of how we practice our ministry. We minister as Christ did. We 

have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty. We walk not in craftiness. We handle not 

the word of God deceitfully. Our lives are an open book to which we make manifest the 

truth. We can therefore appeal to man’s conscience which commends us because of the 

blamelessness of our conduct. 

 As Jesus - “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:” 1 Peter 2:22 

II. THE THEME OF OUR PREACHING – V3-7 

 A Hidden Gospel – v3 – the word hid comes from the same word used in chapter three as 

veil. The if in the passage is not in the form of a question but it is implies reality. If our 

gospel be hid, and it is, it is hid to those that are lost. Not because of his handling of the 

truth, but because of another reason.  

 

 A Hideous god - v4 – the reason for a veiled, hidden gospel is due to the work of the devil 

who hath blinded the minds of them which believe not. The unbeliever’s vision is obscured 

by the god of this world who has created a system of corruption to blind man’s spiritual 

perception.  

 

 A Heavenly Grace – v5-7 – however there is hope found in the theme of the apostle’s 

preaching for they preach not themselves but Christ Jesus the Lord. They have received the 

light of God’s glorious gospel in the face of Jesus Christ and now share that light to others. 

For the same God that said “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3) thus commanding the light to 

shine out of darkness is still shining into dark hearts through the glorious gospel. 

III. THE THEME OF OUR PERSECUTION – V8-15 

 The Restraint – v8-10 - Trials abounded on every hand but the Lord restrained the pressures 

so that they were not destroyed. 

 Troubled on every side, yet not distressed  

 Troubled – “subject to pressure, squeezed like grapes, afflicted.”  

 Distressed – “narrowness of room, confined space.” Nowhere to turn, 

suffocated by a wrestlers grip. When the pressures of the ministry squeezed 

us we were not entirely held down, and suffocated.  

 Perplexed, but not in despair. 

 Perplexed – “without resources or without a way.” Literally at your wits end, 

in absolute doubt.  
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 Despair – “not completely without a way, not entirely without hope.” When 

all resources failed and confusion filled our hearts there was still hope.  

 Persecuted, but not forsaken.  

 Persecuted – “to be chased, pursued by your enemies.” 

 Forsaken – “not left behind, abandoned, utterly forsaken.” Although Paul was 

pursed and persecuted by enemies but he was never left to their power. 

 Cast down, but not destroyed.  

 Cast down – “thrown down, smitten down.”  

 Destroyed – “killed” They were down, but not out! 

 

 The Reason – v11 -12 - their delivering up to death was for Jesus’ sake. The death of their 

flesh resulted in the manifestation of the indwelling Christ. Their death made manifest the 

life of Jesus which in turn resulted unto the spiritual benefit of the church.  

 

 The Resurrection – v13 – 15 – Paul quotes Psalm 116:10, “I believed therefore have I 

spoken: I was greatly afflicted…” The Psalmist expresses his faith in God, that he has 

spoken all that he has believed from a heart of faith despite the affliction that resulted from 

it. Paul also expresses the same assurance that one day he will be raised by God as Jesus 

was. And because of Jesus he shall be presented before God. All that he does therefore is for 

the sake of the church of God and ultimately for the glory of God. 

 

IV. THE THEME OF OUR PERSPECTIVE – V16-18  

With Christ having become their vision, everything they knew in life had an eternal perspective. 

They beheld every circumstance, trial, and affliction through the eyes of Jesus. 

 Their Fresh Grace – v16 – Despite the corruption and decay of the outward man which is 

always perishing, there was a daily renewing grace that came over their inner man. Their 

hearts were renewed, their spirits were refreshed. Although they looked like a decaying 

corpse without, they were as renewed as a new born within. 

 

 Their Future Glory – v17 – Here their vision has evidently taken new heights as Paul 

weighs his situations upon the eternal scales: 

 

 Momentary Light Affliction vs. Eternal Weight of Glory  

 

 This momentary light affliction actually works for us - it is achieving, and 

producing for us: 

Glory 

Weight of glory 

Eternal weight of glory 

Exceeding and eternal weight of glory 

More exceeding and eternal weight of glory 

Far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory 

 The hyperbole of hyperboles! The most extravagant weight of glory.  
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 Their Focused Gaze – v18 – The word look is the word σκοπέω - skopeō where we get our 

English word scope from. It’s the looking that implies a focus, a fixing our attention upon as 

if we with a telescope peered out into the sky. Or as a sailor with his telescope peering out 

along the horizon of the sea. The charge is to focus our gaze upon the things which we do 

not see (eternal), rather than the things which do appear (temporal).  

 

 “The invisible world described in the Bible is the only “real world” Tozer 

 

 Hebrews 11:24-27 - By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called 

the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 

God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of 

Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the 

recompence of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 

king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.  

 

 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand 

of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:2 

 

Christ, if ever my footsteps should falter, 

And I be prepared for retreat; 

If desert and thorn cause lamenting, 

Lord, show me Thy feet. 

Thy bleeding feet, Thy nail-scarred feet, 

My Jesus, show me Thy feet. 

O God, dare I show Thee 

My hands and my feet? —Amy Carmichael 
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THE MOTIVATIONS OF THE MINISTRY 
CHAPTER FIVE 

INTRODUCTION 

There are many reasons why people serve God today, yet in this chapter Paul outlines four 

compelling motivations of the ministry.  

I. THE BUILDING – V1-8  

 A New Body – v1-2 – The earthy house of this tabernacle is the terrestrial body, the body 

that has its dwelling upon the earth and which will one day be dissolved. This word means 

destroyed or demolished and carries the idea of striking down a tent. When this body is 

dissolved we have waiting for us a building of God. A new body not made with hands, an 

eternal body in the heavens. The earthy house of this tabernacle is like a tent and is 

temporal, fragile, and weak but a building of God is secure, sure, and forever!  

 

 A Necessary Burden – v3-5 – The waiting of a new body was an earnest desire of the 

apostle Paul which caused him to groan, and be burdened for. He did not desire to be found 

naked, or unclothed. This refers to the state of being a disembodied spirit without a 

resurrection body. He would rather be clothed upon with a new body. The evidence that this 

will take place is that God had given unto them the earnest of the Spirit. The earnest is a 

pledge, or down payment like a security deposit which speaks of a future payment. The 

modern Greek word is now used to refer to an engagement ring.  

 

 Paul presents the Christians 3 possibilities: 

 (1) Alive – good  

 (2) Present with the Lord – better 

 (3) Resurrection body – best! 

 

 A Notable Boasting - v6-8 – In these verses the Apostle boasts of a confidence. He knows 

and is confident that when he takes his last breath he will be absent from the body and 

present with the Lord. Paul was assured of his salvation; he knew that if the earthly house of 

this tabernacle were dissolved that he had a building of God v1.  

II. THE BĒMA– V9-11  

The words judgment seat is a single word in the ancient Greek language of the New Testament. 

Bema literally means, step, as in a raised platform or seat. This was where a Roman magistrate sat 

to act as a judge. The bema was “an object of reverence and fear to all the people.” (Hodge) 

 

 The Approval – v9 - Their motivation was the acceptance of their Saviour. All their labour 

and ministry effort was for the ultimate aspiration of being approved and accepted of God. 

They longed to hear “well done, thou good and faithful servant.”  
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 The Awareness – v10 - They were also aware that one day every believer will stand in 

judgement before the judgement seat of Christ: “For we MUST all appear before the 

judgement seat of Christ.” Cf. 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 

 

 The Alarm – v11 – They also fearing God sought to persuade men of their need for Christ. 

The word terror is the word phobos which means fear. They were not ignorant of the 

seriousness of this judgement. 

III. THE BENEVOLENCE – V12-16 

Paul encourages the church of Corinth to consider the confidence they can have toward Paul’s 

ministry regardless of all the slander made by the false teachers. They gloried in appearance but 

Paul took glory in what was happening in the heart. If Paul was considered crazy, he was a fanatic 

to God, and if considered sober it was for the sake of the church.  

 The Compelling – v14 – “For the love of Christ constraineth us…” Whether crazy or sober, 

understand that we are compelled by His love. The word constraineth means to hold 

together, to arrest. The love of Christ toward us is the very thing that presses us, and arrests 

us to do the work of the ministry. The love that Christ has shown toward sinners should be 

the greatest motivation for the saints.   

 

 The Conclusion – v14 – “…because we thus judge…” Here a judgement is made, a 

conclusion concerning the death of Christ. That if Jesus died for all men then the conclusion 

is that all men are dead; that is, in trespasses and sins. Cf. Eph.2:1.  

 

 The Call – v15 – 16 “…they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves…” If 

Jesus died for all men, for all men are dead and are in need of life, then what about those 

who have been made alive? What are they expected to do? They are called to not henceforth 

live unto themselves but unto him which died for them and rose again. 

 V16 - Paul no longer sought to know people from a human point of view. 

IV. THE BRINGING BACK – V17-21 

God has initiated reconciliation with a fallen world in the person of Christ by not counting our sins 

but rather cancelling our sin debt. Now the world can be reconciled to God through the death of 

Jesus Christ. Paul was now a new creature and therefore he had become an ambassador for Christ.  

 The Ministry of Reconciliation – v18 – This glorious ministry is to live a life of service to 

the lost that they might be reconciled to God. Serving them with the gospel of Jesus Christ is 

every Christian’s ministry.  

 

 The Message of Reconciliation – v19 – That ministry is fulfilled through the proclamation 

of a message called the word of reconciliation. We are to preach the gospel which teaches 

how sinful man can be reconciled to a holy God. 

 

 The Men of Reconciliation – v20 – These are ambassadors which means representatives, 

those that represent God in the matter of reconciliation. If two countries are warring and one 

desired conditions of peace, they would send an ambassador to represent the nations request 
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for peace. In like manner we are sent forth by God as His representatives to declare a 

message of peace to sinners. God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself and now 

God is pleading with the world through us that they might be reconciled to God! 6:1 – “we 

then as workers together with him…”  

 

 The Means of Reconciliation – v21 – The only way that reconciliation is made possible is 

because the sinless, spotless, Lamb of God was made sin for us, that we might be made the 

righteousness of God IN HIM. What a glorious and blessed substitution!  
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THE CONCERN FOR THE MINISTRY  
CHAPTER SIX 

INTRODUCTION 

Paul approves himself a true minister of the gospel by the things which he has suffered. He then 

appeals to the Corinthians for a complete reconciliation, before finally admonishing them to live a 

sanctified and separated life.  

I. PAUL’S APPROVAL – V1-10  

 A True Minister of God – v1-10 – There were many kinds of “ministers” of God but what 

marked Paul differently from them all? His desired that his life and behaviour will not cause 

any offence so that the ministry would not be blamed. His attitude was that of a true 

minister of God. Paul lists a résumé of evidence marking him out as a true minister of God. 

These are divided by the words in (v3-7), by (v7-8), and as (v9-10). 

 

 List of Sore Problems – “in” – v3-7 

 Much Patience – towards circumstances and individuals. 

 Afflictions – tribulations. 

 Necessities – lack of needs. 

 Distresses – unfavourable circumstances, difficult places. 

 Stripes – scourging by whip.  

 Imprisonments – thrown in prison for Christ. 

 Tumults – riots, and uproars. 

 Labours – hard work, tent making.  

 Watchings – sleepless nights. 

 Fastings – going without food, hungry. 

 

 List of Self-less Practices – “by” – v7-8 

 Pureness – chastity, and holiness 

 Knowledge – not in ignorance, but divine revelation. 

 Longsuffering – patience in putting up with their failings. 

 Kindness – unselfish giving of himself for the benefit of others. 

 Holy Ghost – by the guiding and influence of the Holy Spirit. 

 Unfeigned Love – loving not only in word but in deed and in truth. 

 Word of Truth – the authority and in obedience to the Word of God. 

 Power of God – divine ability, and power imparted by the Holy Spirit. 

 Armour of Righteousness – Spiritual protection and weaponry – Eph. 6. 

 “On the right hand and on the left” – swords were carried on the right 

hand and shields in the left. 

 Honour and Dishonour – whether it meant glory or shame. 

 Evil report and good report – whether spoken well of, or not.  

 

 List of Seeming Paradoxes – “as” – v8-10 

 Deceivers yet true – an imposter but proven true by life and doctrine. 
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 Unknown yet well known – to the world unknown, to Christians well known. 

 Dying and behold we live – as a dead man walking by the grace of God. 

 Chastened and not killed – trained and educated in sufferings, yet not killed. 

 Sorrowful yet always rejoicing –over sin, and souls, yet rejoicing evermore. 

 Poor yet making many rich – physically, but a man’s spiritual banker. 

 Having nothing yet possessing all things – abject poverty, yet rich in Christ. 

 

II. PAUL’S APPEAL – V11-13 

 Openness Expressed- v11-12 – Paul and his companions had their mouths opened to the 

Corinthians. This means he kept nothing back from them, he said everything he needed to 

say to them. His heart was enlarged with affection toward them. Paul had plenty of room in 

his heart for the Corinthians, the problem was that they were limited and cramped up in their 

affection for Paul.  

 

 Openness Expected – v13 – “Now for a recompense in the same…” Now for a payback, I’m 

not asking for money or earthly possessions but would you also be enlarged? Would you 

just open your heart to me? He speaks to them as father who loves his children, and gets no 

love in return: “…be ye also enlarged.” 

 

III. PAUL’S ADMONITION – V14-18  

 Right Fellowship – v14 – 16 – The admonition is to not be unequally yoked together with 

unbelievers. The word unequally yoked together is taken from the Old Testament passage in 

Deuteronomy 22:10 – “Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together.” The three 

words unequally yoked together is the one word heterozugeō which is made up of two words 

heteros – another of a different kind, and zugeō which means a coupling in service.  

 

 Macdonald says, “The ox was a clean animal and the donkey unclean, and their step 

and pull are unequal. By way of contrast, when believers are yoked with the Lord 

Jesus, they find that His yoke is easy and His burden is light.” 

 

This passage is one of the clearest instructions on separation and its applications are vast. 

There are five words that describe union that should not be had with unbelievers and then it 

is followed by a call to separate.  

 Yoke – a joining in submission and bondage to service.  

 Fellowship – metochē - partnership, participation or intercourse. 

 Communion - koinōnia – fellowship, association, common interest. 

 Concord - sumphonēsis – a harmony of sounds: from the word symphony. 

 Agreement – to consent, to vote together. 

 

 Restored Fellowship – v17-18 – The Lord places three conditions upon restoration of 

Fatherly fellowship. He will receive those back into fellowship that come out, be separate, 

and touch not. The word be separate means to be marked out by a boundary, set a limit. 
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God promises fellowship upon the condition of cleansing, He promises communion but not 

before holiness. Let us therefore fear God purifying both hands and heart! 

 

 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 

filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.         

       2 Corinthians 7:1 
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THE RIGHT RESPONSE TO THE MINISTRY 
CHAPTER SEVEN 

INTRODUCTION 

Paul in this chapter shows us how the minister ought to respond to the ministry. He reveals to us his 

response to the Corinthians and also their response to his hard hitting epistle. Responses are a 

crucial part of living right, how we respond to rebuke, correction, and trials only reveal the true 

calibre of our spiritual condition. 

I. THE APOSTLE’S RESPONSES – V2-7 

 Response of Commitment – v2 -3 – Paul pleaded with the Corinthians to receive him 

because there was no genuine reason for their rejection. There was nothing they could lay to 

his charge. Then Paul seeks to reaffirm his commitment to a church that was uncommitted 

to him. “…ye are in our hearts to die and live with you…” Paul desired to live together with 

them and to die together with them. This meant there was no “divorce” in his mind. He 

would continue to be committed to their well-being whether in life or in death. What a self-

less response!  

 

 Response of Comfort – v4, 6-7 – Paul could now speak of the Corinthians with boldness, 

and with a sense of boasting in his heart concerning them. Their response to Paul’s epistle 

gave him reason for this boasting. This also filled his heart with comfort and joy even during 

times of suffering and tribulation. Nothing comforted Paul more than to know that the 

church was responding well to his rebuke and were growing in sanctification. This good 

news he received from Titus who was also comforted by good news. Cf. v13-16 

 

 Response of Concern – v5, 8 – When Paul was awaiting Titus’ arrival at Troas and 

discovered that he hadn’t yet showed up, Paul went back into Macedonia hoping to intercept 

Titus while he passed through Macedonia. However whilst Paul was in Macedonia awaiting 

Titus he experienced “no rest, but…was troubled on every side.” There were the external 

pressures of opposition and persecution, and now also the internal fears concerning Titus’ 

potential report. Paul was so concerned for the church that he even feared that his letter of 

rebuke may have brought upon them too much sorrow v8. Cf. v12.  

 

 When Paul refers to his repentance in v8 he uses the word metamellomai which is 

remorse, or regret. Paul at one point regretted writing his letter of rebuke, but after 

hearing the good news from Titus about the Corinthians response of repentance he 

no longer regretted his decision to write. 

II. THE ASSEMBLIES REPENTANCE –V8-11 

 True Contrition – v9-10 – Paul begins to develop the difference between godly sorrow and 

the sorrow of this world. The words “godly sorrow” (10) are also rendered as “after a godly 

manner” (v9) and “after a godly sort.” (v11). It refers to sorrow that is in line with the will 

and expectations of God. It is not a carnal sorrow like the “sorrow of the world” which 

produces death and a superficial victimized attitude. This sorrow was evident in the life of 
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Judas who was said to have repented (metamellomai - Matt. 27:3) but rather went out and 

hanged himself. True repentance is not merely a regret; it’s more than the sorrow of this 

world. The true contrition that Paul refers to here is godly sorrow and it produces salvation, 

genuine change and deliverance from that which binds you.  

 

 Examples of godly sorrow: 

 It Looks Heavenward - “Against Thee and Thee only have I sinned O God 

and done this great evil in thy sight…”- David 

 It has Resolve - “I will arise and go to my father…” – Prodigal Son  

 It’s Submissive – “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” – Saul  

 It Produces Change - “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; 

and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him 

fourfold.” – Zacchaeus  

 It Pleads for Mercy - “God be merciful to me a sinner!” – The Publican 

 

 True Change – v11- In this verse we see seven true characteristics of repentance: 

 Carefulness - spoudē - spoo-day - Diligence, earnestness, eagerness (opposite of 

slothfulness) 

 Diligence – initial reaction of true repentance – eager removal of sin and 

pursuing of righteousness. 

 Albert Barnes: “They went to work to remove them. They did not sit down to 

mourn over them merely, nor did they wait for God to remove them, nor did 

they plead that they could do nothing, but they set about the work as though 

they believed it might be done. When people are thoroughly convinced of sin, 

they will set about removing it with the utmost diligence.” 

 Clearing of yourselves – apologia – apolo-gee-ah - a defence or answer; clearing of 

the blame. Excusing oneself from blame. Freeing yourself from the blame. This is 

different to worrying about what everyone is thinking. 

 This godly sorrow wrought within them a desire to “clear up their name as a 

church…” Repentance is no secret; people will know when genuine 

repentance is shown and your name will be cleared without you trying. 

 Indignation – Aganaktesis – aga-nak-tay-sis - Root word: “agan” – very much 

“achomai” – to grieve. Righteous anger and displeasure concerning sin. 

 Anger toward the shame and reproach it has brought to the name of God and 

His people. 

 Fear – phobos – fob-os - alarm or fright – this is toward God. Fear of what God 

thinks concerning their sin. Repentance contains healthy fear toward God which 

keeps us from sinning again. This is true reverence.  

 They became afraid of being served what they really deserved and in such 

fear people see ever so clearly the mercy of God!  

 Vehement Desire – epipothesis – ep-ee-poth-ay-sis – longing for, strong desire, 

yearning. To have the wrongs righted and the evil corrected. 

 Or to have a visit from Paul – It is amazing how those who are unrepentant 

dislike visits from people who walk with God. Now that they repented desire 

and longing to see Brother Paul. 
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 Zeal – zelos – zday-los - Fervency, passion; “such a love for someone or something 

that is a hatred to anything else that will harm the object of his love.” 

 Godly sorrow will work a renewal of zeal and fervency for God and His 

glory.  

 Revenge – ekdikesis – ek-dik-ay-sis - vindication, avenging of wrong. 

 Repentance contains a vengeance toward sin, evil and wrong.  

 The attitude of the repentance will be: “Sin must be punished it must be 

revenged…” There is no defending himself – sin must be dealt with no 

matter the cost. 

 

 V11 - “In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.” They had passed the 

test of genuine repentance and they were now approved not only in the sight of Paul but also in the 

sight of God! 
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THE MONEY DISCUSSED 
CHAPTERS 8 AND 9 

GIVING – PART 1 
CHAPTER EIGHT 

INTRODUCTION 

The Apostle now addresses the church at Corinth for their failure to carry out their financial giving 

for the poor saints at Jerusalem. Their willingness to give was no replacement for giving itself; their 

desires were to be carried out. Paul uses the churches of Macedonia and our Lord as examples of 

those who gave and then proceeds to expound upon principles of giving.  

I. GIVING EXEMPLIFIED – V1-9 

 The Churches – v1-6 – Paul refers to the churches of Macedonia who had demonstrated 

great grace in giving. They being in a trial of affliction gave out of an abundance of joy and 

deep poverty. Cf. Luke 21:1-4. Their giving was carried out by a voluntary willingness (v3), 

and surrender (v5). Their giving was beyond their own ability, it was a work of God. Paul 

desired that Titus would be able to help the Corinthians continue in their sanctification so 

that they may achieve this grace of giving also, v6. 

 

 The Christ – v7-9 – The Corinthians had abounded in many spiritual gifts (v7) and abilities 

yet they found it difficult to part with their money! They had faith, utterance, knowledge, 

diligence (zeal), love (toward Paul), yet they failed in the grace of giving. Paul does not 

command them to give but takes occasion to exhort them by the example of the 

Macedonians. This was a challenge concerning the legitimacy of their love. What greater 

example of grace giving can supersede that of the Saviour? None! His is a proven love! 

 

And Can it Be? 

He left His Father's throne above, 

So free, so infinite His grace; 

Emptied Himself of all but love, 

And bled for Adam's helpless race; 

'Tis mercy all, immense and free; 

For, O my God, it found out me. 

 

Amazing love! How can it be 

That Thou, my God, should die for me! 

 

II. GIVING EXPOUNDED – V10-24 

 Its Performance – v10-12 – Giving is not giving until the gift is given. The Corinthians had 

begun to contribute, but failed to give! Their willingness was no substitute for true giving.  

God wasn’t looking for an amount but rather an action.  
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 Its Purpose – v13 – 15 – The purpose of giving was not that the church of Jerusalem would 

be eased and that the church at Corinth would be hard pressed and afflicted. One man said, 

“That would be like robbing Peter to pay Paul!” The purpose was that their might be 

equality or fairness. So that the surplus of the Corinthians savings might become the supply 

of the needy saints at Jerusalem. V15 - Cf. Exodus 16:18. This mentality of equality seems 

to have been carried on from Acts 4:32-34 where the early Christians had “all things 

common…” and with the funds from sold houses and lands “…distribution was made unto 

every man according as he had need.” 

 

 Its Posting – v16-23 – Titus was to go with two unnamed brothers to collect the money from 

the Corinthians. The first brother (v18) was known as “the brother.” This brother had a good 

reputation concerning the gospel ministry throughout all the churches. In fact he was 

“chosen of the churches” (v19) as an unbiased postman. The other brother (v22) was also of 

good reputation being known as one who had “…oftentimes proved diligent, in many 

things…” These were considered “messengers [apostles] of the churches” and their 

commendation was that they were characterized by the glory of Christ, v23.  

 

 Its Proof – v24 – The Corinthians were to prove the sincerity of their love before these 

brothers and the churches. Their opportunity would come when Titus arrived with his two 

companions to collect the expected offering from the Corinthians.  
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GIVING – PART 2 
CHAPTER NINE 

INTRODUCTION 

The Apostle continues to exhort the church at Corinth concerning finances and giving.  

I. PREPARATION IN GIVING – V1-5 

 Their Promise – v1-5 – Paul states that it is “superfluous” or needless to urge the 

Corinthians concerning giving. Paul knew their preparedness of heart, he had already 

boasted of them to other churches that they were ready a year ago! In fact it was the 

Corinthians zealousness, and willingness that prompted the other churches to join in giving. 

In fact, Paul would be ashamed with the Corinthians if they did not carry out their promise 

because he had boasted of them so confidently, v4. Paul wanted their offering to be as a 

matter of bounty which means blessing, rather than covetousness which refers to extortion, 

coercion. Paul didn’t want them to feel forced in their giving, but they would be ready to 

give out of a free heart rather than force, v5.  

II. PRINCIPLES IN GIVING – V6-7 

  The Agriculture – v6 – Paul uses the common agricultural illustration of sowing and 

reaping to explain a principle in giving. If you sow little, you will reap little; yet if you sow 

much, you shall reap much. The principle is this: the size of the harvest always corresponds 

to the sowing. The exhortation is to our attitude in giving liberally rather than stingily. The 

widow’s two mites reaped bountifully even though others gave more. Cf. Proverbs 11:24-

25; Proverbs 3:9-10; Luke 6:38. It is possible to sow materially and to reap spiritually.  

 

 The Assurance –v7 – Giving should be a matter of free choice, it should be according as 

you purpose in your heart. God looks at the heart and wants us to give from a heart that has 

purposed to give. Therefore our giving ought to be not done grudgingly which means out of 

sorrow or sadness. Neither should it be done of necessity which means duty, or out of 

restraint. But all giving must be done cheerfully out of a heart that is merry, and happily 

willing. The word is hilaros which is where we get our English word hilarious from. This is 

the kind of giving God loves!   

 

 “Christians, therefore, should not give grudgingly, or of necessity, but freely, 

spontaneously, generously, as the farmer, who does not hesitate to dip his hand 

deeply into his granaries, expecting, as he does, that every additional atom of grain 

scattered will come back to him augmented certainly to thirty-fold and perhaps to a 

hundred-fold. You will meet again somewhere and sometime every coin that you 

have given with a pure heart.” – F. B. Meyer 

 

 “Does God really need our money? No, the cattle on a thousand hills belong to Him, 

and if He needed anything, He would not tell us (Psalm 50:10-12). But our heart's 

attitude is what is important to Him. He loves to see a Christian who is so filled with 

the joy of the Lord that he wants to share what he has with others.” - William 

Macdonald  
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III. PROMISES IN GIVING – V8-15 

 The Promise of Provision - v8, 10-11 – The word grace in this context refers to the 

blessings God grants us in return for our giving. The purpose is so that we having a 

sufficiency ourselves might continue to abound in our good work of giving to others. The 

same God that gives seed to the sower gives bread for our food. He will multiply and grow 

what we sow by blessing our sowing with much fruit, v11.  

 

 The Promise of Permanence– v9 – There is enduring righteousness that is the fruit of giving 

to the needs of the poor. Giving to the needy is laying up treasures in heaven. This is a quote 

from Psalm 112:9  

 

 The Promise of Praise – v12 -15 – All that the Corinthians were giving to those poor saints 

in Jerusalem was going to abound in thanksgiving unto God. There will be “many 

thanksgivings unto God…” and by the experiment of this ministration which is the proof of 

their giving they will glorify God. This is the glorious fruit of giving – THE GLORY OF 

GOD! Paul then bursts into praise unto God saying “Thanks be unto God for his 

unspeakable gift.” The greatest gift of His Son, the Gift of Gifts, it is so glorious and unique 

that it is an unspeakable gift. Unspeakable refers to the fact that it is indescribable, and 

unable to be expounded fully. Who can truly recount or fully tell the wonder of His love 

found in Christ Jesus our Lord! 

 

The Love of God 

The love of God is greater far 

Than tongue or pen can ever tell. 

It goes beyond the highest star 

And reaches to the lowest hell. 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 

God gave His Son to win; 

His erring child He reconciled 

And pardoned from his sin. 

 

Refrain 

O love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure— 

The saints’ and angels’ song. 

 

Could we with ink the ocean fill, 

And were the skies of parchment made; 

Were every stalk on earth a quill, 

And every man a scribe by trade; 

To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry; 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky. 
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THE MISSIONARY DEFENDED  
CHAPTERS 10 TO 13 

PAUL’S APOSTOLIC DEFENCE 
CHAPTERS TEN AND ELEVEN 

INTRODUCTION 

The epistle of 2 Corinthians provides the most extensive record of Paul’s defence of apostleship. He 

was often discredited by many false teachers and sadly the churches sometimes leaned on the wrong 

side of the truth. Chapters 10-13 are four chapters dedicated to the defence of Paul’s ministry as an 

apostle. Paul doesn’t spell out all the details of the accusations against him, however we can assume 

what many of them were by his defence. Careful attention is required when studying these passages 

as sarcastic and ironic language is employed. 

I. THE FIGHTER - CH. 10 

 His Walk – v1-2 - Paul (I Paul myself) beseeches the Corinthians by the meekness and 

gentleness of Christ. Meekness is not weakness but rather the “…inwrought grace of the 

soul… that temper of spirit in which we accept His dealings with us as good, and therefore 

without disputing or resisting.” (Vines).  Gentleness is the outward expression of meekness; 

it is fairness, a “reasonable sweetness.” The false teachers falsely accused Paul of being 

cowardly and walking after the flesh. Paul was willing to be bold and forward toward them, 

yet gentle to the church at Corinth. 

 

 V1b - “…who in presence and base among you, but being absent am bold toward 

you…” This was an accusation they made concerning Paul. He sarcastically 

introduces himself on the basis of their accusation.  

 

 V2 – “This was the attitude in which Paul ministered, a spirit which could easily be 

construed as weakness and timidity by the world’s standards. His opponents, the 

false apostles, acknowledged his “bark.” In a letter and through a delegate like 

Titus, Paul appeared bold. But his “bite,” they said, lacked teeth, at least by worldly 

standards.” Bible Knowledge Commentary  

 

 His Warfare – v3 – In the preceding verse Paul was accused of walking “according to” the 

flesh. Yet he explains here that although he walks “in” the flesh, he does not war “after” or 

“according to” the flesh. Paul acknowledged that he was in a spiritual battle and as a soldier 

of the Lord he did not employ fleshly and carnal means to fight the battles. He did not resort 

to earthly wisdom, philosophies or abuse to accomplish the work of God. 

  

 His Weapons - v4-11 – Paul did not use carnal (physical) weapons to wage spiritual war. 

There was no need for swords in this battle except for the sword of the Spirit! The 

Inquisition has no place in true Christian warfare. The weapons Paul used were “mighty 
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through God” they were capable and dependent upon God. These are the weapons of faith, 

obedience, prayer, the Word all of which without God has no power. These weapons are 

used for the “pulling down of strong holds.” The strong holds are the protective fortresses 

that surround the city. They are strong walls and high walls like that of Jericho; they’re for 

the purpose of keeping the enemy out. 

 

Paul wielded these weapons in several ways: 

 

 “Casting down imaginations” – v5 – to pull down and destroy arguments, and 

reasoning that are against the truth. This is done by exposing false teachers and 

contending for the faith. Cf. Jude 1:3 

 

 “Bringing into captivity every thought” – v5 – every thought of man’s wisdom and 

satanic philosophy are to be held down captive under the feet of Jesus. Scrutinized 

under the light of obedience to Christ. The captivating question should be: “Is this 

thought, or doctrine going to promote obedience to the doctrine of Christ?” 

 

 “To revenge all disobedience.” – v6 – This speaks of Paul’s eagerness and zeal to 

take vengeance upon and to destroy all disobedience in the assembly coming from 

the false teachers. This could only be done when the church fulfilled their part of 

obedience. 

 

V7-11 - Paul reminds the church of his authority and how that it is for their edification and 

not destruction. He doesn’t want his letters to be read out of fear of Paul. He was trying to 

be firm but not forcible; he was trying to beseech and not to burden.  However they accused 

Paul of being a “keyboard warrior.” (v10). He was tough in his letters but soft when he came 

to visit. They accused him of being all bark and no bite. Accusing him of writing his letters 

as burdensome and forcible from afar, but when in physical presence he was weak, feeble 

and his speech despisable and worthless. Paul warns these ones who think that way to 

ponder his next visit. He was going to come in person, as the forcible and burdensome 

person they accused him of.  

 

 His Wisdom – 12-18 – Paul refused to measure himself to others, or to judge himself with 

consideration to false teachers. He was not going to place himself in the same category with 

those that promote themselves. In fact, those that measure themselves and compare 

themselves by and among themselves are not wise.  

 

 “Oh, pray to be preserved from this perilous pinnacle of self-exaltation. Look into 

the perfect law of liberty, and draw nigh to God. The nearer we come to God, the 

more rottenness we find in our bones.” Trapp 

 

- Paul was not going to get caught up in comparison. God had given him a ministry and in 

that sphere of ministry will he boast. He dare not boast in his “sheep stealing” 

capabilities which the false teachers were known for. Paul planted churches from 

scratch; they infiltrated churches and drew away disciples after themselves. His glory 
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was only in the Lord and just because a man approves of himself it doesn’t mean that he 

is approved of God. 

 

“Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should 

build upon another man's foundation” Romans 15:20. 

 

II. THE FATHER – CH. 11:1-15 

 His Care – v1-4 – Paul calls the Corinthians to “bear with me a little in my folly” it was the 

folly of love, and concern which Paul wanted them to hear. He felt foolish speaking of 

himself and his apostolic credentials but it was needful for the church to hear it. Paul shows 

his care as a Father for the Corinthians in two main ways: 

 

 Jealousy –v2 - Paul had a godly jealousy for the Corinthians. The word jealousy is 

the word zēlos which means hot, fervency of mind, envy. Paul as a Father, was 

concerned that he had betrothed them (his daughter) through the gospel to Christ and 

that now they were going to no longer be virgins (pure) up until the consummation 

of the wedding day. When the Lord would come to take his bride will they be found 

pure, and untainted by false doctrine and sin? 

 

 Fear – v3 – He was afraid for them, there was a sense of alarm and phobia for their 

well-being. He feared that they like Eve would be fully seduced through the subtilty 

of satanic false teachings and therefore their minds would be corrupted from the 

simplicity that is in Christ. The simplicity that is in Christ refers to the single 

heartedness, and purity of mind that comes from being in Christ.  

 

In verse 4 Paul uses irony, “ye might well bear with him.” This concerns the attitude of the 

Corinthians to the false teachers. They were so tolerant, so accepting of anyone and 

anything but Paul! Paul was not encouraging them to “put up with heresy” but in an irony 

telling them “are you serious!?!?”  

 

 Another Jesus – Another is the word allos, which is another of the same kind. 

Although these false teachers may be referring to the “same person” in reality their 

Jesus is a rival Jesus. He may have similar characteristics, or appearance, but he is 

still another Jesus! 

 

 Another spirit – Another is the word heteros which means another of a different 

kind. This would be a demonic spirit; a spirit which is completely different in 

character and quality to the Spirit of God. How could a believer receive a demonic 

spirit? The plural word “ye” would imply that he is addressing the church and their 

allowance of this false spirit in the assembly. 

 

 Another gospel – Another is the word heteros again. This gospel is entirely different 

to the gospel which Paul preached. In the case of the Corinthians their gospel 

could’ve either been a resurrection less gospel or a Judaizers works based gospel.  
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 His Cry – v5-11 – Paul says that he counts himself not in the slightest behind the “super 

apostles”, referring to the Twelve. It is very likely that the false teachers at Corinth were 

discrediting Paul’s apostleship by comparing him to the Twelve. And although Paul was 

rude in speech or an ignoramus in eloquence he was not a fool in knowledge. It was evident 

in the Corinthians lives; most of what they knew came from Paul.  

Paul says: “Are you accusing me of sin because I humbled myself by working with my hands 

so that you could have the gospel without charge?” V7. He robbed (hyperbole) other 

churches, so that the Corinthians could be ministered unto. Now dare the Corinthians say 

that because he didn’t take money from them because he loves them not? Paul replies, God 

knows how much I love you! It seemed that whatever Paul did he was criticized.  

 

 His Cautioning – v12-15 – Paul was going to continue to do that which he has always done 

and not take money from the Corinthians. If the false teachers wanted to copy Paul they 

would have to say goodbye to their financial support. Paul warns the Corinthians concerning 

false apostles, and deceitful workers. The words false apostles are pseudapostolos, where 

we get our word pseudo which means not genuine, sham, fake. They disguise themselves as 

apostles of Christ just as Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Their deception should 

be no surprise because they are ministers of Satan, who is the master deceiver and beguiler.   

III. THE FOOL – CH. 11:16-33 

 Their Silliness – v16-20 – Paul was sarcastically going to boast a little because it seemed 

like the only language the Corinthians liked hearing. Boasting is not the way of the Lord, 

but that of foolishness. Paul says: “All these false teachers are boasting after the flesh and 

you listen and follow them, let me do a little boasting.” The Corinthians thought of 

themselves too wise to be taken in foolishness, but the exact opposite was happening. They 

were allowing fools (false teachers) to bring them into the bondage to the Mosaic Law. They 

were allowing themselves to be devoured. The word means to be prey, to be eaten from. 

Perhaps in reference to the false teachers using the Corinthians for financial gain. They 

allowed false teachers to take of them referring to taking advantage of them. They allowed 

the false teachers to exalt themselves, and even to abuse their authority by smiting them on 

the face! This could be taken either as metaphoric or literal authoritative abuse. 

 

 His Sufferings – v21-33 – His sarcasm climaxes here as he says, “I speak as concerning 

reproach as though we had been weak.” Paul spoke about his achievements in relation to 

his reproaches because he was too “weak” to abuse the Corinthians like the false teachers. 

Nevertheless, if they are bold, I can be bold also! (speaking as a fool). Then he starts to 

compare, which he said in the previous chapter is not wise! Paul (speaking as a fool) 

compares himself to them religiously (Hebrew), nationally (Israelite), and generationally (of 

Abraham). Then he goes on to speak how that he is a better minister of Christ than they are 

especially because of the sufferings he experienced for the cause of Christ. Note some the 

following: 
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 In Stripes – wounds by whipping. Five times scourged by the Jews who give out 40 

stripes minus 1 in other words 39 stripes. 39 x 5 = 195 lashings. Deuteronomy 25:3 

forbade the Jews to exceed more than 40 stripes.  

 Imprisonments – “more frequent” the word is the same for superabundance.  

 Deaths – many times he came close to death. He had more lives than a cat. 

 Beaten with Rods – a Roman beating he received on three occasions.  

 Shipwrecked – three times and one of those times he spent a night and a day 

floating in the deep sea. 

 Journeyings – the hardship of travelling without aeroplanes.  

 Perils of waters – dangers of rushing and overflowing rivers. 

 Perils of robbers – perhaps mugged by criminals and thieves.  

 Perils amongst false brethren – Jewish legalists who appeared as Christian 

teachers. 

 In Weariness – from an over toil and labour.  

 In Painfulness – a workload that produces pain. 

 In Watchings – sleepless nights by fleeing from danger etc. 

 In Hunger and Thirst in fastings – lack of food supply, going without food. 

 In Cold and Nakedness – inadequate clothing to shield him from weather.  

 

Besides all these physical struggles the greatest of all my mental concerns is the daily care 

that I have toward all the churches. The word care means an anxious, distracting care. Not 

in the negative sense, but in the sense of a great burden that filled his heart! He describes 

this in v29 – “who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is offended, and I burn not?” I feel the 

pain of the churches. Those that are weak, I feel their weakness. As for those that stumble or 

are entrapped, he burns with grief and compassion for their restoration. This is all that Paul 

could glory in! He was telling no lie!  
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APOSTOLIC DOCUMENTATION 
CHAPTER TWELVE  

INTRODUCTION 

After the apostle make his defence to the church at Corinth it seems as though he now gathers all 

the final documentation to finish his claims. The chapter gives the impression that Paul is seeking to 

communicate this conclusion: “See! I am an Apostle!” These are the final pieces of evidence that 

Paul lays down before his critics at Corinth.  

I. THE FELLOWSHIP – V1-6 

 With God – v1-6 – Paul knew that it wasn’t beneficial to boast, but it was needful that he 

communicated to the Corinthians not only his sufferings but the fellowship and experience 

he had with the Lord. Paul speaks of himself in the third person as a way of expressing his 

humility and reluctance to boasting. His experience is told as if he is retelling a scene of his 

life to which he in his memory has become a spectator. He was caught up into the “third 

heaven.” The first heaven refers to the atmosphere (Gen. 8:2). The second heaven is the 

universe (Ps. 8:3; Isa. 13:10); and the third is the abode of God (1 Kings 8:30; Ps. 123:1). 

This third heaven is referred to as paradise Cf. Rev. 2:7 with Rev. 22:14. Whilst in paradise 

he heard unspeakable (inexpressible) words which it is not lawful for a man to utter:  

 

 “There are some who seem eager to talk of visions and revelations which they have 

had. The question is as to whether such eagerness is not proof that the visions and 

revelations are not “of the Lord.” When they are granted (and they certainly are 

granted to the servants of God under certain circumstances), they produce a 

reverent reticence [silence]. They are too solemn, too overwhelming, to be lightly 

described or discussed, but the effect of them will be apparent in all life and 

service.” G. Campbell Morgan. 

II. THE FOE – V7-10 

 The Thorn – v7-10 – Paul now refers to himself in the first person making it obvious that he 

was that “man in Christ” who had was caught up into the “third heaven.” The words “…lest 

I should be exalted above measure…” appear twice in verse 7 both at the beginning and end 

of the verse. It is clear that Paul is emphasising the purposes of God in allowing him the 

thorn in the flesh. God didn’t want His servant who was entrusted with blissful visions and 

revelations to be destroyed through pride. 

 

 What is the thorn in the flesh? 

 

 “…a thorn in the flesh…” a physical, suffering of some sort. Could it refer 

to his partial blindness? Some sickness? Suggestions have been made: 

Chronic sicknesses such as malaria, epilepsy, migraine headaches. Others 

have suggested even things like unceasing temptations, doubts, a demonized 

person, leader of false apostles etc. 
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 “…the messenger of Satan to buffet me…” administered by Satan but 

ultimately allowed of God cf. Job 1:11-12; Job 2:6-7. Whatever this thorn 

was it was buffeting Paul, slapping, punching him in the face! 

 

 What was his response?  

 

 Prayer –v8 - three times he asked the Lord to remove it from him.  

 

 Glorying – v9- instead of complaining at the will of God, Paul learned to 

glory, and rejoice in his infirmities. This was no vain glorying, he gloried in 

his infirmities understanding that God’s grace is sufficient and God’s 

strength is made perfect in weakness. The word strength is the word dunamis 

referring to God’s power and ability. It is Jesus speaking these words to Paul 

and therefore we can conclude that this is the power and grace of the 

indwelling Christ. The words “that the power of Christ may rest upon me”, 

convey the picture of a tent, which overshadows, covers, and shelters its 

residents. 

 

 Taking Pleasure – v10 – Paul learned to think well of, infirmities, 

reproaches, necessities (distresses), persecutions, and distresses FOR 

CHRIST’S SAKE. This is why he could think well of them, because Christ 

suffered for us, and he could partake in His sufferings! 

 

 “His suffering was not a tyrant that controlled him, but a servant that worked for 

him.” Warren Wiersbe 

 

 “The world's philosophy is, “What can't be cured must be endured.” But Paul 

radiantly testifies, “What can't be cured can be enjoyed. I enjoy weakness, 

sufferings, privations, and difficulties.” So wonderful did he prove God's grace to 

be, that he even welcomed fresh occasions of drawing upon its fullness. “I gladly 

glory ... I even enjoy”—my thorn.”  J. Oswald Sanders  

 

III. THE FRUIT – V11-13 

 The Signs – v11-13 – Paul seems to be fed up with this foolish glorying of his and rightly 

blames the Corinthians for his behaviour. They had compelled him to defend his apostleship 

when in reality they should’ve been commending him. In verse 12 he speaks to them of the 

fruit of his apostleship. Did they not see the miracles of an apostle amongst them? What the 

Corinthians had seen of the Paul’s ministry was no different to the other churches. The only 

difference was that Paul did not burden the Corinthians by requesting their financial 

assistance. For this failure he, with a touch of irony, asks for their forgiveness for that 

“wrong.” 
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IV. THE FINANCES – V14-18  

 Not a Burden – v14 – Paul was planning his third visit to Corinth and still was planning on 

not being a financial burden to the church. He wasn’t seeking what belonged to them, he 

was seeking them; he wanted their love! Just as the parents are not to be a financial burden 

to their children, so he desired to give to them. 

 

 But a Blessing – v15-18 – Paul gladly was willing to spend money and even spend himself 

for the church at Corinth. He was willing to give his life in tireless service and sacrifice for 

the spiritual benefit of the church. He loved them abundantly, but it seemed that the more he 

loved them the less he was loved.  

 

There seems to be another accusation made against Paul concerning his craftiness in robbing 

the Corinthians. The accusation was that although Paul never directly took money from the 

Corinthians, he was doing it indirectly through Titus. Paul asks them the question directly, 

v17.  He then answers his own question in two parts, v18.  Firstly, Titus was not sent alone 

there was a brother that went with him. Secondly, do you really think Titus made money 

from you? Wasn’t he walking in the same spirit as me and in the same steps? Titus followed 

Paul’s example of not taking money for himself from the Corinthians. Paul never wanted to 

be a burden, only a blessing, but the false accusations gave a different impression. 

V. THE FEAR – V19-21 

 Not Afraid of them – v19 – Paul was not trying to make excuses for himself to the 

Corinthians. They were not his judges, neither did he need to justify himself to them. Paul 

feared God. He spoke before God in Christ and all that was done toward the Corinthians was 

only always for their edification. 

 

 Afraid for them – v20-21 – Paul feared that on his third visit to Corinth he would find them 

not as he desired (obedient). And if that were the case the church would find Paul not as 

they desired. He would come in apostolic authority to rebuke and chasten sin in the church. 

He feared that he would find in the church debates (contentions, the expression of enmity), 

evnyings, wraths, strifes (rivalry, ambition), backbitings, whisperings (secret slander), 

swellings (pride, puffed up) and tumults (disorder, commotion). Paul knew that if they were 

still in a spiritual wreck, God would humble him among them and he would be grieved over 

their sin. They would no longer be his rejoicing, but his grieving. He would sorrow over the 

unrepentant fornicators, the filthy, and those governed by unrestrained lust. The words 

“which they have committed” implies that these people practiced these things. The word 

committed is the word prassō which means to practice, to perform repeatedly or habitually.  

This behaviour would obviously result in church discipline! 
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APOSTOLIC DEALINGS 
CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

INTRODUCTION 

Paul was going to visit the Corinthians the third time and he outlines here how he is going to deal 

with them. Paul’s tone has completely changed from the back foot of defence to the front foot of 

offence. He would expose sinners, examine the saints. In the latter part of the chapter Paul adds 

some extra salutations.  

I. EXPOSING SINNERS – V1-4 

 Dealing with Sin – v1-4 – Paul would deal biblically with sin. He quotes Deuteronomy 

19:15 which says that accusations of sin must be established by two or three witnesses. Paul 

would employ this principle in his dealings with the church. He warns both those that are in 

sin and the church, as if he was still present on his second visit, that he will not be holding 

back. There will be no leniency. Those that were still seeking proof that Paul was a genuine 

apostle would have it when he comes to Corinth the third time. His apostolic authority will 

be unleashed. Christ didn’t do a weak work in their lives, but a mighty work. Yes in His 

crucifixion there was a display of his humanity and weakness, however He is alive and lives 

by the power of God. Paul was the same. He was weak but will manifest to them the power 

of God when they saw him next. Just because you have seen a display of my weakness, it 

doesn’t mean that there is no authoritative power.   

II. EXAMINING SAINTS – V5-10 

 Dealing with Saints – v5-10- Paul exhorts the Corinthians to “examine yourselves whether 

ye be in the faith.” The examination was to accomplish two things. Firstly, if they examined 

themselves and were truly saved they would realize that Paul was a true apostle. Secondly, it 

was to show them that their examination of themselves was more needful then their 

examination of Paul’s apostleship. The challenging question: “Know ye not your own selves, 

how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” The question was asked to 

reawaken their consciousness to the indwelling Christ who demands the holiness of the 

Christian. Without this inner witness could they really be saved?  

 

 “Now, what is it to have Jesus Christ in you? The Roman Catholic hangs the cross 

on his bosom; true Christian carries the cross in his heart; and a cross inside the 

heart, my friends, is one of the sweetest cures for a cross on the back. If you have a 

cross in your heart - Christ crucified in you, the hope of glory - all the cross of this 

world’s troubles will seem to you light enough, and you will easily be able to sustain 

it. Christ in the heart means Christ believed in, Christ beloved, Christ trusted, Christ 

espoused, Christ communed with, Christ as our daily food, and ourselves as the 

temple and palace wherein Jesus Christ daily walks.” C. H. Spurgeon 

 

The other possibility is that they could be reprobates, which means disapproved, 

disqualified, rejected.  It is a word used of metals which were tested and after proven false 

were discarded, and set aside; they failed the test of examination. Paul wanted the 

Corinthians to acknowledge that he was not disapproved of God. Yet most importantly he 



43 

 

wanted them to be honest with themselves before God. Even if the apostles were reprobates 

it shouldn’t change the truth of their standing. Yet Paul assures them that the apostles are not 

reprobates because they do nothing against the truth but for the truth! 

 

Paul would rather show weakness knowing that they are spiritually strong; his only longing 

is that they would go on unto spiritual maturity (perfection). This is why he writes these 

things to them whilst absent or else he would have to use God-given authoritative sharpness 

to produce their edification. Paul never desired their destruction. 

 

III. EXTRA SALUTATIONS – V11-14 

 The Holy Commands – v11– He exhorts them with four final commands (1) Be perfect – be 

perfected, mend your ways like a fisherman mends his nets, be complete by supplying what 

is lacking. (2) Be of good comfort – be encouraged, exhorted, respond well to what you’ve 

been told. (3) Be of one mind – Be unified, have the mind of Christ. (4) Live in peace – be 

done with the disputes, and divisions. The fruit of their obedience to these commands would 

be that the God of love and peace will manifest his presence in nearness to them. 

 

 The Holy Custom - v12 – William MacDonald writes: “The holy kiss was a characteristic 

greeting among Christians in the days of the apostles. It is designated as a holy kiss, 

meaning it was not just a symbol of artificial affection, but that it was sincere and pure. It is 

still practiced by Christians in many countries today. However, in some countries, kissing 

among men could be misinterpreted as a sign of homosexuality. Practicing such a tradition 

would not be obligatory if it brought serious reproach on the Christian testimony. In such 

cases a holy handshake would be preferable.”  

 

 It is not a command of perpetual obligation, as the spirit of the command is that 

Christians should express their mutual love in the way sanctioned by the age and 

community in which they live. Hodge 

 

 The Holy Conclusion– v13-14 – Paul passes on a salutation from the saints of God and 

concludes with a blessed trinitarian doxology. Here they are reminded of the grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ - 2 Corinthians 8:9, the love of God the Father – John 3:16 and the 

communion of the Holy Ghost – 1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19.  

 

 “In essence, Paul wanted them to be blessed as true Christians. “For a Christian is 

one who seeks and enjoys the grace of the Lord Jesus, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Ghost.” Hodge 


