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1 CORINTHIANS
OBJECTIVES
General Objective: To survey the book of 1 Corinthians and to delve deeper into certain
portions of the book. The student should be able to comprehend the background, and
understand the specific purpose of each chapter of the book.
Specific Objectives:
The student will develop a fuller understanding of 1 Corinthians which will be achieved by
being taught the subjects of each chapter and also dealing with “problem” passages
throughout the course.
COURSE OUTLINE
1. Greeting – 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
2. Reproof and Instruction – 1 Corinthians 1:10-15:58
a. In the area of Carnality – 1 Corinthians 1:10- 4:21
b. In the area of Discipline – 1 Corinthians 5
c. In the area of Resolving Disputes – 1 Corinthians 6:1-8
d. In the area of Fornication and other Defilements – 1 Corinthians
6:9-20
e. In the area of Marriage – 1 Corinthians 7
f. In the area of Eating Food Offered to Idols – 1 Corinthians 8
g. In the area of Ministers and Financial Support – 1 Corinthians 9
h. In the area of Idolatry – 1 Corinthians 10
i. In the area of Order between Male and Females – 1 Corinthians
11:1-16
j. In the area of the Lords Supper – 1 Corinthians 11:17-34
k. In the area of Spiritual Gifts and Public Worship – 1 Corinthians
12-14
l. In the area of the Resurrection – 1 Corinthians 15
3. Final Things – 1 Corinthians 16:1-24
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REQUIREMENTS
•

Quizzes – Weekly quizzes may be expected from the notes.

•
Examinations - There will be two examinations which must be satisfactorily
completed.
•
Assignments – There will be different assignments given, where the student will be
assigned a portion of Scripture for interpretation.
GRADING
The final grade will be calculated as follows:
Class Assignments

30%

Reading Assignments

15%

Quizzes

25%

Examinations

30%

The grading system for reporting is as follows:
A

95-100%

B

85-95%

C

80-85%

D

70-80%

F

< 70%

**Assignments must be handed in on time and the findings discussed in class. All
assignments must be completed to satisfy the course requirements. Late assignments will
attract a loss of 10% to the grade.
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HOMEWORK
-

Each week the student is required to complete the required homework before the
following lesson.
Week 1
Read: Pg. 1-30
Memorize – 1 Corinthians 1:18

Week 2
Read: Pg. 31-60
Assignment One: Does the phrase “the things which God hath prepared for them
that love him” in Corinthians 2:9-11 refer to heaven or an experience the child of God
experiences here on earth? Explain.

Week 3
Read: Pg. 61-90
Memorize: 1 Corinthians 3:6-7

Week 4
Read: Pg. 91- 120
Assignment Two: What is Paul referring to when he mentions that some shall be
“saved by fire?” Does this passage have any Biblical basis for the false doctrine of
purgatory?

Week 5
Read: Pg. 121 – 150
Memorize: 1 Corinthians 4:5

Week 6
Read: Pg. 151 – 180
Assignment Three: Explain the meaning of “…deliver such an one unto satan…”
and “spirit may be saved…” in 1 Corinthians 5:5. Is this passage teaching that
delivering someone unto satan still save their soul from hell? Explain.
HOLIDAY HOMEWORK: Read Pg. 181 – 240
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Week 7
Read: Pg. 241 – 270
Memorize: 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Week 8
Read: Pg. 271 – 300
Assignment Four: It is clear from 1 Corinthians 13:8 that “tongues shall cease.”
Draw a timeline/chart from Acts 2 until present day recording all the manifestation of
tongues throughout church history. Make a note next to each main event of tongues
speaking whether or not it was gibberish or the same manifestation of languages
mention in Acts 2 and if it was conducted in the boundaries of 1 Corinthians 14:27; 34

Week 9
Read: Pg. 301-330
Memorize: 1 Corinthians 10:13

Week 10
Read: Pg. 331 – 360
Assignment Five: In 1 Corinthians 15:29 Paul makes reference to people being
“…baptized for the dead…” What is this practice? Is it something that should be
practiced today? Is baptizing a living person on behalf of a dead person (as the
Mormons practice) what Paul has in mind here. Consider the context of the passage.

Week 11
Read: Pg. 361 – 390
Memorize: 1 Corinthians 15:58

Week 12
Read: 391 – 408
Assignment Six: Do a word study on all the names of different individuals mentioned
in 1 Corinthians. Write a brief paragraph including the definition of their name and a
brief description of their life.
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1 CORINTHIANS
INTRODUCTION
THE CITY OF CORINTH
GENERAL FACTS
-

-

-

Greece was divided by the Romans in two areas or states – Macedonia &
Achaia. Corinth was the capital city of Achaia.
Corinth was one of the top 3 major cities.
It had a population of approx. 600k – 700k; 60% of the population were slaves.
Corinth was a very wealthy city. There were the ‘very rich’ and the ‘very poor’.
Corinth was famous for its architecture of public buildings: temples, palaces
and theatres were wonderful in design.
It was located on a very important travel route and was built upon an Isthmus
or neck of land.
There were two major ports; one on either side of the Isthmus. Instead of
sailors travelling south through the rough waters surrounding the Peloponnesus
(Peninsula). They would move goods or vessels from port Cenchraeae to
Lechaeum on a paved trackway where ships and cargo could be carried
overland by skids or rollers.
Many ships travelled by Corinth and it became the market of Asia and Europe.
CORINTHIAN GAMES

-

Many travelled from other countries to the Isthmian games which were near
Corinth.
Some of the events included were: jumping, running, wrestling, throwing darts
The Apostle Paul refers to some of these games in this Epistle.
CORINTHIAN LEARNING

-

-

Corinth was a city full of pagan learning.
As was common Greek philosophy, the people of Corinth did not believe in the
resurrection of the dead. Their response may have been similar to that of the
Stoics and Epicureans at Athens (Acts 17).
When Paul preached the resurrection of the dead to the Athenians in Acts 17:32
some of the people “mocked him.”
Worldly wisdom and philosophy was common place in the city of Corinth.
CORINTHIAN MORALITY
6

-

Due to the wealth and lifestyle, Corinth became a city of moral corruption.
The people of Corinth worshipped many false gods and the manner of their
worship was provocative and immoral.
Corinth was so wicked that certain terms were ascribed to it:
o Korinthiazomai referred to:
 Committing fornication
 Leading a debased life.
o To “Corinthanize” was popular Greek for “go to the devil.”
o Plato used the term Corinthian Girl to refer to a prostitute.
CORINTHIAN WORSHIP

-

-

-

There were many temples in Corinth.
These temples were dedicated to various gods:
o Sun
o Diana
o Jupiter
o Sarapis
o Neptune
o Apollo
o Minerva
The Chief goddess was Venus Aphrodite. She was the goddess of beauty, love,
procreation and sensual pleasure. She stems from Ashtoreth (Ishtar) the
goddess of fertility.
Venus Aphrodite’s temple was upon a mountain which was located south of the
City. Upon that mountain lived and worked 1,000 “religious” priestess
prostitutes.

Despite the wickedness of the city God was at work – Acts 18:8-10 “And Crispus, the
chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the
Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. Then spake the Lord to Paul in the
night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: For I am with thee,
and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city.”

THE CHURCH AT CORINTH
ESTABLISMENT OF THE CHURCH
-

Paul established the church at Corinth on his 2nd missionary journey – Acts
18:1-18.
He stayed there for a year and a half. There he met his friends Aquila and
Priscilla with whom he lived and worked with, Acts 18:1-3
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-

Most of the Church was made up of poor people who came from a more
humble walk of life – 1Corinthians 1:26.
These church members were saved from wicked lifestyles and had formerly
worshipped idols – 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 12:2
THE PROBLEMS OF THE CHURCH

-

Women were disorderly – 11:5-6
Drunkenness – 11:21
Fornication – 5:1; 6:15-18
Misuse of Christian liberty - 8:9
Idolatry – 10:21-22
Human Philosophy - 2:1-4

For a church to be established in such a wicked city is a testimony to the power of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and an encouragement to us all in these apostate days.
No matter how wicked the city, Christ can still build His church – Matt. 16:18

DATE & THEME
-

According to 16:8 this letter was written from Ephesus, “…I will tarry at
Ephesus until Pentecost.”
It is most commonly agreed that the letter was written at Ephesus around 55
A.D. while Paul was on his 3rd missionary journey.
As for the theme, Paul writes to correct and instruct the church. He also seeks
to answer some of the questions they asked him.
False teachers had crept in and Paul deals with them in a very plain and direct
manner – 1 Corinthians 15:12; 2 Corinthians 11:1-4, 12-15.
The overall theme of this book can be summed up in the word: Sanctification.
This was Paul’s desire as he dealt with the many issues faced within the church.
His ultimate goal was to bring about holiness in their lives and in the church.
He wanted to show them how to be set apart from this world unto God.

So as we look at this book we need to be open to correction in our lives that we might
be further set apart from this world unto God.

8

KEY TOPICS
1. Disunity in the church – Chapters 1-2
2. The Divine Inspiration of Scripture – Chapter 2:6-13
3. The Judgement Seat of Christ – Chapter 3
4. Church Discipline – Chapter 5
5. Marriage and Divorce – Chapter 7
6. Believers Relationship to Idols – Chapter 7,10
7. The Lord’s Supper – Chapter 11
8. Spiritual Gifts – Chapter 12-14
9. Christian Love – Chapter 13
10. The Resurrection – Chapter 15
1 Corinthians is a very practical book and it deals with many issues that you might face
when starting a church.
It is also the most practical epistle in the Bible full of God’s Wisdom!

COURSE STUDY OUTLINE
4. Greeting – 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
5. Reproof and Instruction – 1 Corinthians 1:10-15:58
a. In the area of Carnality – 1 Corinthians 1:10- 4:21
b. In the area of Discipline – 1 Corinthians 5
c. In the area of Resolving Disputes – 1 Corinthians 6:1-8
d. In the area of Fornication and other Defilements – 1 Corinthians
6:9-20
e. In the area of Marriage – 1 Corinthians 7
f. In the area of Eating Food Offered to Idols – 1 Corinthians 8
g. In the area of Ministers and Financial Support – 1 Corinthians 9
h. In the area of Idolatry – 1 Corinthians 10
i. In the area of Order between Male and Females – 1 Corinthians
11:1-16
j. In the area of the Lords Supper – 1 Corinthians 11:17-34
k. In the area of Spiritual Gifts and Public Worship – 1 Corinthians
12-14
l. In the area of the Resurrection – 1 Corinthians 15
6. Final Things – 1 Corinthians 16:1-24
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WARREN WIERSBE OUTLINE
Key Theme: God’s Wisdom
Key Verses: 1 Corinthians 2:6-8
I.
II.

III.

IV.

GREETING (1:1-3)
REPROOF: THE REPORT OF SIN IN THE CHURCH (1:4-6:20)
A. Divisions in the church – 1:4-4:21
B. Discipline in the church – 5
C. Disputes in the courts – 6:1-8
D. Defilement in the world – 6:9-20
INSTRUCTION: THE REPLY TO THEIR QUESTIONS (7:1-16:12)
A. Marriage – 7
B. Food offered to idols – 8-10
C. Church Ordinances- 11
D. Spiritual Gifts – 12:1-14:40
E. The Resurrection – 15
F. The Offering – 16:1-12
CONCLUSION (16:13-24)

10

THE GREETING
THE AUTHOR
HE WAS AN APOSTLE - 1:1
-

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ.
Specifically to the Gentiles – Romans 11:13
An apostle means a:
o Sent Messenger
o One who was chosen by Christ (12 Disciples) – Luke 6:13-16
o Paul was an apostle “born out of due time…” 1 Corinthians 15:7-9
THROUGH THE WILL OF GOD - 1:1

-

Paul says that he is an apostle “through the will of God”, so that they might
take him seriously and listen to what he is about to say.
Many false teachers questioned Paul’s apostleship, so he at times had to defend
it. Yet Paul never exalts himself; he exalts the office of an apostle.

Just as Paul was an apostle through the will of God, so each preacher should know
that he is called of God. If not he should stay out of the ministry. Are you a
______________ through the will of God? Or of your own will?

SOSTHENES - 1:1
WHO WAS HE?
-

Sosthenes replaced Crispus who after believing on the Lord could no longer
have been the chief ruler of the Jewish synagogue in Corinth. Acts 18:8, 17
The Jews made accusation against Paul to Gallio (the governor) and this was
most probably led by Sosthenes.
The mention of Sosthenes could refer to his involvement as a secretary to the
letter or as one who was going to carry the letter back to the church at Corinth.
Sosthenes name being mentioned would excite deeper interest to the readers of
this letter.
Paul called Sosthenes “our brother.” This testifies to us of the power of that
same gospel which worked in the life of Paul which led to Ananias also
acknowledging him as “Brother Saul” Acts 9:17
“But they had heard only, That he which persecuted us in times past now
preacheth the faith which once he destroyed. And they glorified God in me.”
Galatians 1:23-24
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THE CHURCH AT CORINT H - 1:2
PAUL’S REMINDER- 1:2
o “The Church of God”
 They were an assembly that were called out of darkness by God.
 They belonged to God. He possessed them as His own church.
o “Sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints”
 They were set apart in Christ Jesus and for Christ Jesus.
 In position they were “holy ones” and “set apart” yet their
practice needed to be aligned with their position.
 Paul begins to write this letter reminding them of who they are
in Christ and proceeds to show them in this letter how they
ought to behave in Christ.
o “…with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord…”
 Paul recognizes that there is a broader fellowship of believers.
 He extends this letter not only to Corinth but to be beneficial for
others also, including ourselves 2000 years later!

PAUL’S PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING - 1:4-9
FOR THE GRACE OF GOD GIVEN TO THEM – 1:4-9
-

-

-

-

-

Paul was still thankful for God’s blessings on this church, even though they
were carnal and had so many problems. There is always a cause for
thanksgiving and we should be earnest to discover it.
He acknowledges what the grace of God had done in their lives especially in
the areas of spiritual gifts (v7). They came behind in NO spiritual gift.
Two key areas gifting that were specifically mentioned in v5 are:
o Utterance: Speaking for God
o Knowledge: Understanding God’s Word.
These spiritual gifts testified of God’s salvation in their lives – v6
The word confirmed used in verses 6, 8 was a legal word that was used as a
guarantee of a title. The testimony of Christ was established, confirmed and
was sure as a guarantee and the grace of God manifested through the spiritual
gifts in their lives attested to that.
V7 - Because of this surety they waited and looked forward to the Lord’s return
V 8 - Paul exalts our God as the one Who will confirm these believers unto the
end. This is a security and guarantee, that God will do the confirming and
establishing the securing and the guaranteeing right until the end. Phil. 1:6
V9 – This is all based on the faithfulness of God, “God is faithful…”
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CARNAL DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH - 1:10-4:21
MAN-CENTRED DISUNITY - 1:10-16
THE CALL TO UNITY - 1:10
There were “divisions” (schisma) in the church. This word schisma implies a
tear or a rent.
- Yet Paul’s desire was that they would be “perfectly joined together” (katarizo).
This word katarizo means to be mending together a word used of joining nets,
Matt. 4:21.
- Paul encouraged the Corinth church to maintain unity by:
o Speaking the same
 Unified Voice: doctrine, advice, counsel etc.
o Minding the same
 Unified Mindset: think the same way, same goals, desires etc.
o Judging the same
 Unified Opinion: same conclusions, which is the result of a
unified mindset.
We will either have a limited message or limited fellowship. However, with things not
clearly spelled out in the Scriptures, we must be gracious, loving and Christ-like
towards these differences.
-

THE HOUSE OF CHLOE - 1:11
-

-

Those of the “house of Chloe” informed Paul of the divisions.
They were not gossiping but rather genuinely concerned for the church of God.
They told the right person, and they had a right purpose. Church leaders need to
be aware of problems in the church so they can help the people of God
effectively.
It is not gossip or slander (one who speaks an evil report) to speak the truth in
love regardless of how harsh it is. We are not meant to hide sin, rather deal
with it by first letting those in authority know.
CARNAL DIVISIONS: FOUR GROUPS - 1:12

-

1. Paul: The founder of the church
2. Apollos: He was eloquent and mighty in the Scriptures – Acts 18:24
3. Cephas: This was Simon Peter the apostle to the Jews.
4. Christ: The most “spiritual” group as he was the leader of all the disciples.
Christians ought not to follow men and to be divided by personalities.
All these people mentioned preached the same doctrines
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-

They should not be exalted above one another, neither should they exalt
themselves. This causes divisions in the Church.
Paul asks three serious rhetoric questions to challenge their lack of unity.
THREE RHETORICAL QUESTIONS - 1:13-17
1. Question One: Is Christ divided? 1:13

-

-

a. No! “Has Christ been parcelled into fragments? Is there a Pauline, a
Petrine, an Apollonian, a Christian Christ?" Pulpit Commentary
b. Christ is not divided in relation to the Godhead and neither should
He be divided by carnal divisions.
c. Therefore the church at Corinth as the expression of the body of
Christ ought not to be divided. We are all one in Christ.
2. Question Two: Was Paul Crucified for you? 1:13
a. No! Christ died for their sins, yet they were exalting man above the
Lord that bought them with His own precious blood.
3. Question Three: Were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 1:13
a. No! They were baptized in the NAME of the Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. They were baptized in the name of the unified Godhead.
b. They by their baptism were identifying with the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Did they forget that?
V14-16 – Paul thanks God that he only baptized Crispus, Gaius, and the
household of Stephanus lest any of these carnal church members should make a
new party declaring “I am baptized of Paul.”
o He wasn’t implying that baptism isn’t important otherwise he wouldn’t
have baptized anyone. He desired no ‘fan clubs’ in the church.
V17 – Paul’s calling was to preach the gospel not to baptize. We learn from
this that baptism plays no part in salvation, they are distinct. Rom. 1:16

LOVE FOR PHILOSOPHY - 1:17-2:13
THE POWERLESS GOSPEL - 1:17
-

Wisdom of words in this passage means human philosophy and reasoning.
If the gospel is preached this way, it will be robbed of its power because a
sinner cannot be reasoned into salvation; he must be convicted and converted.
Rom. 10:17
THE POWERFUL GOSPEL - 1:18-21

-

V18 - “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness.” The
word foolishness means that it’s silly, or an absurdity.
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-

-

-

-

o For the Corinthian philosophical mind, to look at the cross (form of
capital punishment) as something great, was absurd.
o For the Greeks, their gods were strong, powerful, they did what they
wanted and got what they wanted. Yet the message of the cross was
different. It was the God-man being born in a manger, living a poor life,
and then dying for man’s sins as an expression of His love. An absolute
reversal for the Corinthian mindset.
V18b - Foolishness vs. The Power of God:
o It is salvation to those who humble themselves in repentance and faith.
o It is foolishness to those who are proud, and hardened in unbelief.
V19 – Is a reference to: Job 5:12-13; Jer. 8:9; Is. 29:14
o It is not an exact quotation but a reference to these passages.
V20 – Paul asks these three questions after God declares that His wisdom is
greater than man’s wisdom.
o Where is the wise? A call to come, O wise man! Is there any?
o Where is the scribe? The grammarian, the Jewish copyist and
interpreter of the law.
o Where is the disputer of this world? The debaters and scholars who
always argued philosophy.
Could they even stand a chance against the wisdom of God? The wisdom of
God is Divine Revelation; no man can reason with it, it must be accepted.
V21 – Preaching is on God’s Program
o John the Baptist was a preacher (Matt. 3:1).
o Jesus was a preacher (Matt. 4:17).
o The early Christians were preachers (Acts 5:42; 8:4)
o Philip was a preacher (Acts 8:5)
o Paul was a preacher (Acts 9:20)
o Timothy was told to “Preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:2)
o We are commanded to preach (Luke 24:47)
God has chosen this method to save those that believe. Titus 1:2-3
JEWS AND GREEKS - 1:22-25

-

-

Jews: Jews require a sign/miracles (Matt. 12:38)
o Jesus rebukes this thinking and tells them about His death, burial and
resurrection, which will be a sign. This is a fulfilment of the typology
found in Jonah.
o They saw many miracles of Christ yet they crucified Him. They saw
many miracles of the early church yet they persecuted the Church of
God.
o Their continual longing after signs were never satisfied. Perhaps it was
an excuse for continuing in unbelief. Luke 16:30-31
Greeks: Sought wisdom and they loved philosophy: literally “lovers of
wisdom”.
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Three ways Christ and the Gospel can be viewed as:
1. To the Jews, the Gospel was a stumbling block (v23)
 Jewish- religious viewpoint
 They stumbled at the fact that they are condemned sinners
and that their righteousness is not acceptable before God.
2. To the Greeks, the Gospel was foolishness (v23)
 It is foolish because the Gospel is too dogmatic and narrow
since they were very broad and open minded.
 It also sounded ridiculous that God would send His Son to
die for their sins.
3. To those who are called, Christ is the power of God and wisdom of
God (v24)
 Who are the called? All are called (invited) through the
Gospel, yet those who receive the Gospel are saved.
 All are invited! Yet those who meet the requirements
(repentance & faith) are chosen.
The key: “we preach Christ” no matter how man receives Him we are to preach Him!
GOD HATH CHOSEN - 1:26-29
-

V26 – Paul reminds them of their calling. That amongst them there are not
many wise men, mighty, noble, etc.
o “It has often been pointed out that the text does not say “not any” but
not many. Because of this slight difference, one English lady of noble
blood used to testify that she was saved by the letter “m.” William
Macdonald
o The reason is because no one will be saved unless they come to Christ
with a humble spirit rejecting the pride of life.
 The wise men after the flesh are the – sophisticated
 The mighty are the – self-sufficient
 The noble are the – society people

-

V27-29- God hath chosen.
o The word chosen refers to the purposes of God. God has chosen this
purpose and method for the purpose of confounding the wise and
bringing glory to his name v29.
 God uses ordinary people to preach the gospel, so that His name
may be glorified and not our name.
 In fact, many of the people at Corinth were probably slaves who
had been saved and those of a debased life.
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“Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in
faith, and heirs of the kingdom…” James 2:5
-

The application can also be made to those in the service of God. That God has
chosen the most unlikely candidates to do the greatest work for Him.
Many of the disciples were fisherman, and God used them to preach the Gospel
and therefore confounded the wise.

-

CHRIST IS EVERYTHING TO THE BELIEVER - 1:30
-

God has made Christ to become our:
1. Wisdom – Insight into the true nature of things. Our discernment. Our
mind. Our understanding. 1 Cor. 1:24. Christ is WISDOM. Therefore,
we being in Him and He in us, He has become our wisdom. We do not
need the wisdom of this world.
2. Righteousness – Jesus our Righteousness. Jeremiah 23:6; 2 Corinthians
5:21 –He is our justification, the one who makes us innocent. Or because
we are in Him and He in us, we are innocent in God’s sight. Justified.
3. Sanctification – He is our purifier, and purification. He is our holiness.
The cause of every holy act in our lives is Christ in us. He has sanctified
us, set us apart unto God and continually is transforming and working
sanctification in us. He is our victory.
4. Redemption – He is our deliverer from sin, death, hell, the wrath of
God, the law. He is the cause and reason of all our redemption. Because
we are in Him and He in us, we will one day have the redemption of our
bodies Romans 8:23; Phil. 3:20-21; Eph. 4:30 – sealed unto the day of
redemption.
- V31 – Jeremiah 9:23-24 sums up the chapter well and referred to as “as it is
written”:
“Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the
mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: But let him
that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD
which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these
things I delight, saith the LORD.”
PAUL’S WISDOM - 2:1-13
 V1- Paul’s interest was not in oratory or in philosophy, but he was concerned
about presenting the lost with the Revelation of God.
 V2 – He wanted to know that the people of Corinth were getting the most
important message message: Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
 V3 – 4 – Paul’s ministry was marked by a spirit of dependence upon God. All
human ability and strength set aside – he preached Christ unto them.
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 V5 – The purpose was so that the people of Corinth would have a faith that
would rest alone in the power of God. The danger was that if Paul came with
such eloquence they would’ve received him and his message as another Greek
orator and never had been saved.
 V6-7 – Paul states however that he is not against wisdom entirely. In fact he
himself speaks wisdom among them that are perfect or full-grown mature
believers. However it is not the wisdom of this world but they speak the
wisdom of God in a mystery.
o The mystery here refers to the gospel which was something that was
unknown in times past but now is revealed. It was a message ordained
by God before the world began and it was ordained by Him for our
glory.
 2:8 - The princes of this world could refer to either the Jewish religious
leaders, or to demonic spirit beings in the heavenlies who led the revolt against
Christ. They did not know the hidden wisdom of God (Christ on a cross) or
realize that their murder of the Holy Son of God would result in the spoiling of
their plans. If they knew the wisdom and ways of God, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory.
 2:9 -10 – This is a quotation of Isaiah 64:4. There are three faculties by which
we learn all earthly things: eye, ear, heart (mind). Yet they are insufficient for
the reception of divine illuminated truth. Divine truths are revealed by the
Holy Spirit, who was promised as a guide into all truth. He searches and
investigates even the deep things of God. God has prepared great things for
those that love Him and only the Holy Spirit can reveal those truths to us. He
has revealed them to the apostles who recorded them, yet for us to understand
them we must be illumined ourselves by the Holy Ghost.
 2:11-12 - The human illustration is given that no man knows what another is
thinking, expect for the spirit of man who holds those truths. So it is with God.
His Spirit knows exactly what is on His heart and mind and His Spirit has
been given to those that believe. One of the reasons as to why He has given us
His Spirit is so that we might know the things of God!
 2:13 – Paul teaches that the things which they speak are not the words of men
but words of the Holy Ghost. This is a good reference to the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit in the lives of the apostles they were taught of God. The Holy
Spirit enabled them to compare spiritual truths with the right spiritual (words)
to convey those truths. Or it could refer to the Holy Spirit enabling them to
compare the spiritual things of the O.T. with the mysterious truths being now
revealed in the new.
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LACK OF SPIRITUAL UNDERSTANDING - 1 COR. 2:14- 3:2
THE NATURAL MAN - 2:14
 Natural = natural state (not born again); this is the unregenerate man.
 Sensual: lives in the realm of his senses, his faith stands in the wisdom of men
not in the power of God.(v5)
 He understands not the things of the Spirit of God.
 This man needs to be saved to open his eyes to the spiritual things.
THE SPIRITUAL MAN - 2:15-16
 This is the regenerate man who has the Holy Spirit, yet is also controlled and
filled with the Spirit.
 This person is also referred to the “perfect man” (1 Cor. 2:6), which refers to
his spiritual maturity not a state of sinlessness.
 The Spiritual Man:
1. Judges all things (v15)
o “anakrino” – to scrutinize, examine, investigate, question.
o The same word is translated as “searched” in Acts 17:11
and refers to those Bereans who “searched the scriptures.”
o He discerns and proves things having the mind of Christ.
o He tests, questions and proves all things by the Scriptures
(1 Thess. 5:21).
2. He is judged of no man (v15)
o He cannot be judged by the natural man because he judges
on the wrong basis.
o He cannot be discerned by the unregenerate; they
understand not his ways, or his motives, or his mind.
3. He has the mind of Christ (v16)
o Thinks as Christ would think. He is Spirit filled/controlled.
o His mind is filled with the knowledge of God’s Word and it
is applied in his life.
THE CARNAL MAN - 3:1-2
 Paul calls them “brethren” yet they were carnal (sarkikos) rather than the spiritual
(pneumatikos).
 The word carnal refers to being fleshly. It refers to being controlled by the flesh,
living a life that is characteristic of the flesh.
o Paul used the same word in Romans 7:14 where he says “…I am carnal
[fleshly], sold under sin.”
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o Also in 1 Peter 2:11 believers are warned to “…abstain from fleshly lusts,
which war against the soul…”
A carnal Christian is also immature and a babe. No matter how many years someone
has been in the faith they can still be a baby; for if they do not grow in grace they will
still remain on milk. (v2) cf. Hebrews 5:13-14
A carnal Christian is involved in selfish strife (v3)
A carnal Christian is one who acts like an unsaved person: v3b “…are ye not carnal,
and walk as men?” referring to the natural man.
He must repent and reject the things of his flesh and immerse himself in the things of
God. If not, he will be chastened by God (Heb. 12:6), corrected, and even in danger of
the sin unto death.
Notice that the carnal man was struggling with envying, strife, worldly wisdom. He is
not denying the faith, or having a complete disregard for God. He is battling with the
flesh and often yielding to the flesh and therefore losing the battle.

THE FALSE EXALTATION OF MAN - 1 COR. 3:4-4:21
THE SECTARIAN SPIRIT RECHALLENGED - 3:4-10
 v5 - Who are these men? Should you be glorying in them? They are just ministers
(diakonos) meaning servants, table waiter, literally the ones who run God’s errands.
o They do not choose their own calling; it is God (3:5)
o They just plant and water God’s Word in hearts (3:6-7)
o They don’t give the increase; salvation is 100% of the Lord (3:7)
o In fact they are not “anything.” Compared to God they are “nothing.”
There is importance in planting a seed and in watering, but if there is
no increase (life) then it accomplishes nothing.
o They will receive their own reward according to their own work (v8b). *Each
tradesman gets paid for the work they do and effort put in.
o They are labourers together with God (working together) (3:8, 9).
*Electricians, builders, carpenters, plumbers, concreters, are all tradesman
working together to build one house. Each gift and ability is equally important
in order to establish the church which is God’s building, God’s farm (v9)
o Yet even the work they do is only by God’s grace (v10a).
TAKE HEED BUILDER - 3:10-11
 V10 – “as a wise masterbuilder…”
o The word masterbuilder is the word architektōn which we get our word
architect. It is not only in reference to a chief designer but also to a builder.
o Paul was the wise (skilful) architect who was the one who set for the design
and laid the foundation there at Corinth.
 v10 “I have laid the foundation” – as an Apostle (Eph. 2:20).
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o The apostles established the first churches. Paul in particular this one
o v11: Jesus Christ is the foundation which Paul laid in the lives of those who
make up the church at Corinth. He is the only foundation and the only Saviour.
 Christ is the sole foundation of the church, making the church “His own”.
 V10b – but every man must take heed how he builds upon that foundation.
o This is a distinct warning to the pastors, teachers, and preachers of the church.
o They are the ones who build upon the foundation of the church planter.
o However, it also is to be taken generally in reference to the judgement to
which both teachers and all believers are included.
THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST- 3:10-15
1. Who is the judgment for?
- For all the believers: those who have built their life upon Christ, the foundation
of eternal life (v11-12)
- The unsaved will have a different judgment (Rev. 20:11-15, Great White
Throne).
2. What is the purpose of the judgment seat of Christ?
- It is not for salvation but for service: 1 Cor.3:8,10,13,15
o Salvation is a gift not a reward: Eph. 2: 8-9 and Rom. 6:23
- It is not for punishment but for rewards or loss of rewards.
o Christ took our punishment for sin.
o It is like an athlete competing for the Olympics, if he loses the race, he is
not punished but rather loses his rewards (crown or medals). All his
efforts were wasted.
3. What will be judged at the judgment seat of Christ? (1 Cor. 3:12)
- The life of the Christian and how productive they were for the Lord. (Fruit)
- There are two types of Christians who produce different materials:
1. Life which produces: Gold, Silver, Precious Stones (12)
a. Refers to that which is eternal, of value to God.
b. Comes from a fruitful Christian life.
c. To produce such fruit requires self-denial and sacrifice of worldly
pleasures and obedience to the Word of God.
2. Life which produces: Wood, Hay, Stubble (12)
a. Refers to that which is of no value to God, temporal.
b. Comes from a life that indulges in worldliness and selfish
pleasures.
c. Doing the right things with a wrong motive e.g. being part of the
choir to look good
d. A life that neglects responsibilities (husband, father, minister,
steward).
e. To achieve this we just have to STOP. It’s as easy as that!.
Warren Wiersbe: Comparison Chart
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Gold, Silver, Precious Stone
Permanent
Beautiful
Valuable
Hard to Obtain

VS.

Wood, Hay, Stubble
Passing, Temporary
Ordinary, even ugly
Cheap
Easy to Obtain

4.

What is the fire that will be displayed at the judgment seat of Christ? (v13)
A. The Scriptures:
- They are likened to fire (Jer. 23:29)
- The scriptures are complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17) and we cannot be judged by
anything else.
- It is our standard of faith and practice which will be judged.
- The scriptures are said to be the judge: John 12:48, Ps. 96:13,
o Every word will be judged (Matt. 12:36)
o Every work will be judged (1 Cor. 5:10)
- So then in order to prepare for the judgment seat of Christ, we need to read the
Bible, study it, memorise it, hear it preached and sit under its teaching
regularly.
- Most of all, we must obey God’s Word. (James 1:22)
B. Christ also is that Fire:
- Rev. 2:18-19 – Eyes of fire, He also knows our works.
- Matt. 3:11-12 - He will baptize with the fire of judgement.
5. What will be the rewards at the judgement seat of Christ?
- The one who produces: Gold, Silver, Precious stones:
o Crowns = Authority and service under Christ’s Kingdom (Rev. 2:26-27)
o Treasures = In Heaven; we don’t know exactly what they are
Matt. 6:19-21
o A Word of Commendation = Matthew 25:21 – “Well done….”
- The one who produces: Wood, Hay and Stubble
o Will be utterly ashamed as they stand before Christ.
- When they see the nails in His hands and feet, and are confronted with all that
He has done for them, they will be ashamed.
Application: The judgement seat of Christ should motivate us to live Holy lives which are
pleasing to the Lord. For one day He is going judge our works.
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A STIRRING QUESTION AND A SOLEMN WARNING - 3:16-17
-

-

V16 – This is a challenging question to the church. The ones indwelt by the
Spirit he says: “Know ye not that are the temple of God…?”
o Tabernacle or temple in Jerusalem. The previous dwelling place of God.
The place of God’s presence.
o Now God has chosen to live in His people. Thus we become the temple
of God.
o So then, we have a great responsibility to keep the temple of God pure,
clean and undefiled.
V17 – This is a solemn warning “If any man defile the temple of God, him
shall God destroy” v17
o Defile and Destroy these are the same words meaning to mar, injure,
ruin, corrupt, and ultimately destroy. It is in reference to something being
corrupted and spoiled. The false teachers at Corinth and the sectarian
party spirit was defiling and destroying the church.
o This is a warning, a principle that can be applied to any person.
o God will ruin the lives of those who ruin His church. He will chasten you
here on earth. You will lose the blessings of God and be miserable (1
Cor. 11:29-30). For the false teachers, this could include eternal
judgement.

THINK YOU’RE WISE? REPENT AND FIND TRUE WISDOM - 3:18-23
-

-

-

-

Paul rebukes them against the pride of intellect and the pride of philosophical
thinking.
It is very possible for a man to deceive himself and therefore Paul warns us to
make sure it doesn’t happen (v18).
We can be deceived in several ways:
o A man can deceive his own heart (Jer. 17:9)
o A man can also be deceived by the devil (2 Cor. 11:3)
o A man can also be deceived by false teachers (Matt 24:4-5)
 We must not be careless around false teachers.
 They must be dealt with and removed from the church, because we can
be deceived.
Humility is the key to true wisdom (18b)
o We must realise that we are fools and submit to the wisdom of God –
James 1:5
The world’s wisdom is foolishness before God (19)
V19b – is taken from Job 5:13
o God will cause those who think they are wise to trap themselves in their
own folly.
V20 – God knows the thoughts of all men – 1 Kings 8:39
o The thoughts of the wise are vain – taken from Ps. 94:11
23

-

-

-

V21-23 – Paul shows the Corinthians how foolish it is to glory in man, because
all things belong to God and to those that know Him.
o Men should never be given the honour that belongs to God; preachers are
to be respected but not worshipped.
V22 – We have the claim to all things that are in Christ; we will inherit all
things to come (Rev. 21-22)
o The world
o Life – eternal life which we possess.
o Death – which is ours, it has no power over us. There is no need to fear.
o Things present – because we are in Christ and all things belong to Him.
o Things to come – because we are in Christ and all things belong to Him.
V 23 – we belong to Christ! And Christ is God’s
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HOW TO VIEW TRUE MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL? - 4:1-6
-

-

He instructs them on the proper way to view preachers and church leaders:
o As ministers of Christ – men that have been raised up by God under
Christ to edify saints.
 (v1). The word ministers here refers to “under rowers," referring to the
lowest, most menial, and most despised galley slaves, who rowed on
the bottom tier of a ship.
 In relation to Christ they are ministers – under rowers in relation to
men they are ministers – table waiters, servants.
o As stewards of the mysteries of God (v2)
 The word stewards is the word oikonomos where we get the word
dispensation from. Ministers are also administrators of God’s Word.
 Mystery – Hidden OT truth that has been revealed in this age.
 It refers to the teachings of the NT faith.
He instructs them about the importance of faithfulness (v2):
o God requires stewards to be faithful in relation to His expectation.
o So that when He returns He will find us trustworthy or faithful.
 We must be faithful in all areas of life: church, home, employment.
o We are stewards of God:
 Steward: One who is in charge of another’s property.
 God has given us many things which we much give an account for:
Our life, time, money, family, Bible etc.
WHO’S JUDGEMENT REALLY COUNTS? - 4:3-5

-

-

-

V3 – Paul is not impressed by the Corinthians capability to pass proper
judgement over his ministry. In fact, he finds their judgement to be very
insignificant. He doesn’t even feel completely capable to judge himself; how
much more these Corinthians.
o A carnal man’s discernment means very little to a spiritual man.
V4 – Paul begins by stating that he doesn’t know of anything wrong that he has
presently done that deserves their passing of judgement upon him.
V4b – “…yet am I not hereby justified…” Just because he doesn’t see anything
he has done wrong, it doesn’t mean he is innocent. However, he recognizes that
the Lord knows even the wrongs that we are unconscious of.
V5 – “Therefore judge nothing before the time…then shall every man have
praise of God.” These people were passing judgement and by it creating
different parties and causing divisions in the church. Paul says wait for Jesus to
come and judge them and then they shall have the praise of God. There is no
need to man praise and exaltation because human judgement is fallible. Let
God judge, and let God commend whom He will.
o V5 – Paul is not saying that we shouldn’t drop our discernment and judge
nothing, otherwise he would be contradicting - 1 Cor. 2:15.
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o He is saying that the Lord is truly the only qualified judge, for He
knoweth all things! He can pass perfect condemnation and draw perfect
conclusions.
o It is wrong to judge ministers by our own human thinking; especially in a
carnal fashion by exalting one and debasing another (v6)
DON’T THINK TOO HIGHLY OF YOURSELVES - 4:7-13
-

-

-

-

-

-

V- 7 - He reminds them that every man’s spiritual ministry is from God, so it is
foolishness to glory in anything else but God. Don’t act as if it was earned,
recognized that what we have is received by the gracious hand of the Lord.
V8 – He sarcastically acknowledges that they are in need of nothing. They full,
rich and reigning as kings. They managed all this without the apostles. Paul
wished that they could reign because then he would be reigning with them.
However, it is not time to reign but time to serve and suffer for Christ. After the
judgement of v5 then shall we reign with Him in glory.
V9 – He states then while you are “reigning as kings” we the apostles are made
last a spectacle unto the world, to angels and to men. The word spectacle is the
word theatron where we get our English word theatre.
o The Coliseum at Rome was the centre of entertainment. After the “main
events” and shows of the theatre had ended, the poorest and weakest
prisoners were brought in last to fight the wild beasts.
o Paul is saying to the Corinthians while you are full, rich and reign as
kings we are set forth as the “last” in the theatre as the poorest and
weakest prisoners ready to face the wild beasts.
He compares the life the apostles live vs. the Corinthian Christians: (v10)
o Fools vs. Wise
o Weak vs. Strong
o Despised vs. Honourable
V11 – The apostles were:
o Hungry and thirsty
o Naked and beaten.
o Homeless and tired from labouring.
o Reviled, persecuted, and defamed. Defamed = blasphemed, public
slander.
o Made the filth of the world - the filth which is removed by cleansing.
o The offscouring of all things literally - that which is removed by rubbing
True Christianity lies in humility, not in pride. We should not think of yourself
more highly than you ought.
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THE CONCLUSION - 4:14-21
-

-

-

-

-

V14 - Paul tells them that he makes this comparison not to make them feel
ashamed but to warn them as his beloved sons.
o He was saying these things in order to help them.
V15 - He reminds them that even though they may have 10,000 instructors
(schoolmasters) in Christ, he is their spiritual father and founder of the church.
V16 - Paul urges them to follow and imitate him.
o This shows his authority as an apostle.
o He asks them to follow him because he is following Christ.
V17 - Paul was going to send Timothy to remind them of his teaching.
V18 - Some at Corinth were puffed up against Paul’s thinking that they would
never have to face him.
o Puffed up – religiously proud, inflated with a sense of self importance.
V19 - Paul warns them that he will come if the Lord wills and will prove these
puffed up ones and see if they really have any power or are they all talk?
V20 - “The kingdom of God is not in word but in power” – not in vain words
which some had been speaking but in the power of God, divine power and
authority.
v21-The people were given a choice.
o Repent or be disciplined?
o Every minister must be willing and ready to discipline erring members.
This is true biblical love.
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DISCIPLINE IN THE CHURCH - 1 COR. 5
CHURCH DISCIPLINE: D EFINITION
-

-

Church Discipline: Is when a church body dismisses a unrepentant member who has
committed a grave sin against the Lord, so that holiness may be preserved within the
assembly and that the wayward brother might be restored.
Church discipline is greatly neglected in churches these days and this is why we
continue to see moral decline in many churches.
This seldom topic of church discipline is very relevant and important for this day and
age.
However, here in the church at Corinth (the church of God), Paul instructs them to
discipline a brother who has committed a grave sin.

THE NEED FOR DISCIPLINE - 5:1
THE SIN WAS PUBLIC - 5:1A
-

It was common knowledge; it was not a private matter.
Many eyes are on the Christian waiting for them to fall, so that when we do, our sin
might be noised abroad and that the testimony of Christ might be destroyed.
This is Satan’s goal and the heathen also delight in it.
So we must be on guard so that we don’t mar the testimony of Christ.
THE SIN WAS GRAVE - 5:1B

-

Not all sins are to be dealt with by church discipline.
Those which are serious sins and bring reproach to the church or the name of Christ
must be disciplined.
In this case: A church member was committing fornication with his father’s wife.
Most likely his step mother.
Paul said that this sin was even rare among the heathen (5:1b) and that it was a shame
to be found amongst these believers.
SINS WORTHY OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE – 5:11

-

Paul lists six grave sins in (5:11), which should be the object of church discipline.
1. Fornication: Sexual impurity outside and inside of marriage.
a. E.g. – homosexuality, incest, rape, bestiality and pornography.
2. Covetousness: Greediness by desiring that which is not yours and that which is
forbidden.
a. E.g. – to gain at the expense of others
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3.
4.
5.
6.

i. To love and purse money instead of being content; making money
the focus of one’s life.
Idolatry: Worshipping idols or putting some material possession or pleasure in
the place of God.
Railing: Abusing another verbally.
Drunkenness: To be intoxicated with foreign substances both alcohol and drugs.
Extortion: To take away something from a person by force, when you have no
authority to do so.

WRONG ATTITUDE TOWAR D CHURCH DISCIPLINE - 5:2
THEY WERE PUFFED UP – 5:2A
-

-

-

They were:
o Too proud to be concerned about the sin.
o Too caught up in human philosophy and exaltation of man.
They cared little about the testimony of Christ or the holiness of the church.
If so, they would’ve dealt with the sin and the error within the church.
Their attitude was probably associated with their carnal divisions:
o Maybe the one who committed the sin was part of a group so those in that
group tried to defend him.
It is important that we treat each person fairly and that we don’t favour others within
the church. Sin must always be treated as sin no matter who is committing it!

RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD CHUR CH DISCIPLINE - 5:3
-

-

-

V2 – Exposed sin should cause mourning for the church and a desire to remove it.
V3 - Sin must should be judged: “…have judged already…”
o We should care more about judging sin, obeying God’s Word, and upholding a
good testimony more than the feelings of anyone (Prov. 29:25).
Paul didn’t see the need for further investigation, it was publically known.
Be careful you don’t get caught up investigating sin and asking questions like:
o How did he/she sin?
o Why did he/she sin?
o What was his/her sin? (In detail) etc.
If there is sin that is known and the sinner is unrepentant it doesn’t need any further
investigation. There is no need to involve ourselves.
V3 – Is an example that we can judge sin that is committed by men in other places if
the evidence is clear; it should be publically warned about.
V8 - Of zeal for holiness and righteousness - Rom. 12:9; 1 Cor. 5:8
Galatians 6:1 - Of compassion for those who have sinned and are being disciplined.
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THE WAY OF DISCIPLIN E - 5:2-5
IT WAS TO BE DONE: BY THE CHURCH - 5:4
-

v4 - : “When ye are gathered together.”
o The local church is the highest form of authority on earth. 1 Timothy 3:15:
The church is the pillar and the ground of the truth!
 Committees and other hierarchical groups are unscriptural and
destructive. Discipline is to be done only by the local church.
o It was not meant to be done by pastors alone nor the deacons.
o It was to be done by the entire church. They were to be assembled for this
purpose. The whole church needs to make a decision together about the
wayward brother.
 Although an individual might discover the sin, the church must carry
out the discipline.

IT WAS TO BE DONE: IN THE NAME AND POWER OF JESUS CHRIST- 5:4
-

-

v4 - “In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ… in the power of our Lord Jesus Christ…”
Dismissing someone from church is not a light matter; there are many doubts and
fears:
o Others leaving also.
o Many others offended.
o Family members becoming bitter.
o Church splits etc.
So it is important that you have the power of God and the Spirits filling when you
exercise church discipline.
Matthew 18:15-17: Jesus sets forth a pattern for church discipline and settling
disputes.
THE OFFENDER IS TO BE DELIEVERED UNTO SATAN - 5:5

-

-

This refers to turning the unrepentant sinners over to Satan’s domain, world, and
power for punishment – Job 2:7
That he might suffer physically by the chastening hand of God.
The purpose is:
o Not to destroy his body, but to bring him to the place where the lusts of the
flesh are destroyed so that he might be able to repent and live according to the
ways of God.
 However, if he refuses to repent he is in danger of the sin unto death –
1 John 5:16.
This word “saved” is not in reference to salvation by faith in Jesus Christ; or else Paul
would be contradicting himself, 1 Cor. 1:8.
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-

o He would also be implying that turning people over to Satan will saved them
from hell.
o The fact is that the erring believer is being chastened is evidence of his
salvation – Heb. 12:7-8
“The spirit may be saved”: saved from the lust of the flesh, and further deterioration.
So at the return of Christ, this believer will not be ashamed since he would have been
delivered from worldliness and restored unto holiness.

“Of whom is Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may
learn not to blaspheme.” 1 Timothy 1:20
THE OFFENDER IS TO BE PUT OUT OF THE CHURCH - 5:11, 13
-

-

V11 - They are not to keep company with him
o This means no close associations.
o Nor, spending long periods of time with him.
For the purpose that he might know of his sin and might be ashamed of it.
V11 - Other members were not to eat with him.
o Could refer to both the Lord’s Supper and social eating.
This is as far as the churches authority goes in regards to discipline.
o If it tries to take any further authority it will be considered as a false church
who claim to:
 Take away salvation (which it can’t), etc.
 Physically discipline or harm an individual.
 Destroy his life by actively trying to ruin his reputation.
THE REASONS FOR DISCIPLI NE - 5:6-8

-

Church discipline is for:
o The sake of the church’s testimony.
o Pleasing the Lord – by obeying Him.
o Correcting erring members.
o To restore erring members.
o To restrain sin/sinners.
o V6- 8 To protect the church from being permeated with sin and error
 Sin is like leaven, it can quickly spread.
 False teachings and sin spread quickly; therefore it must be removed.
 1 Cor. 5:7 – Since we are saved by Christ and sanctified by Christ we
ought to live like it; free of leaven (a type of sin)
 1 Cor. 5:8 – Keep the feast of unleavened bread:
 Feast of unleavened bread: Jewish feast
o No leaven was to be in their homes for 7 days
 Feast of unleavened bread: type of Christian feast.
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-

o Where no sin is to be found in our lives; we are to keep
this by putting away sin and wickedness from our lives.
V7-8 - The Passover feast typifies Christ’s dying for our sins and our salvation; it was
followed immediately by the feast of unleavened bread which typifies sanctification
and purity.
THE EXTENT OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE - 5:9-13

-

-

V9 – This shows that Paul had written another letter to them previously which we
know nothing about. However, God has given us all we need to know.
V10 – Discipline is not for those outside of the church - “of this world”.
o If a believer were to flee from all sinners he must “needs go out of the world.”
o Our association with the unsaved needs to be limited.
o We must seek to share the gospel with them and to reach them for Christ.
o The church has no authority to discipline the world.
V11 – 13 – Churches are to discipline those who are brothers, professing Christians
who are of their company.
o V11 - “If any man that is called a brother”
o V12 - We have no authority to discipline them that are not part of our church
 v13 – “them that are without God judgeth”
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DISPUTES IN THE CHURCH - 6:1-8
INTRODUCTION
-

This section addresses disputes between church members –v1 “Having a matter
against another”.
Because of their carnality, the brethren at Corinth were putting self-will and interest
before the glory of Christ and were suing one another in secular courts.
We’re going to answer a few questions which will explain this portion of scripture:
V1, 6 - They were taking their disputes to court before unbelievers/unjust.
This was destroying their testimony and reproaching the name of Christ.
Barnes: “Can silver, can gold, can diamonds, be compared in value to the honour of
Christ and of his cause?”
They were taking matters into their own hands instead of dealing with it God’s way.
THE SECULAR COURT: NO PLACE FOR THE BRETHREN V1-8

-

-

-

V1 – The question of disgust – “dare any of you…?” This basically means, how have
any of you the audacity to take a brother to court?
V2 – The secular courts, the place of judgement, is no place of the believer. Know yet
not that the saints shall judge the world? If you are going to judge the world with
Christ at His second coming how is it that you cannot resolve and deal with the
smallest matters?
V3 – Not only were they going to judge the world but also the angels.
V4 – Even the least esteemed in the church is more competent to pass spiritual
judgement then the pagan unregenerate judges of this world. Even the most
“despised” Christian in the church would draw a better conclusion than the world.
V5 – It is as shame that this would be the case. Look out among the brethren who
shall be able to judge these matters between you.
V6 – Is there not one who can judge? Brother is going to court against another brother
before unbelievers – this is a reproach to the testimony of Christ.
THE BETTER OPTION – V7-8

-

-

V7 – “…Why do ye not rather take wrong?” Matthew 5:39 – turn the other cheek
o It is better to be wronged than to bring reproach to the cause of Christ.
 It is far more important to maintain a good testimony in this world than
it is to correct some wrong that has been done to me. (Rom. 12:17-19)
V7 – “Why do ye not suffer yourselves to be defrauded?”
o Why don’t you allow yourselves to be defrauded, to suffer loss, to lose out?
V8 – It’s never right to do wrong in order to receive right. You are just as bad as
them. By taking them to court you are doing wrong against your own brethren.

33

-

Jesus gave exact instructions about this type of thing in Matt. 18:15-18
o 1st – Discuss matter privately, trying to settle it on that level. (Matt. 18:15)
o 2nd – If not settled, one or two other brethren are brought in to try and settle
the matter. (Matt. 18:16)
o 3rd If still not settled, the guilty party who has committed the trespass and will
not repent, is to be disciplined by the church (Matt. 18:17-18)
 In regards to serious matters, I believe there are rare occasions where
brothers are to be taken to court:
 E.g. – Murder, child molesting etc.
 Courts are instituted for protection and defence, so those that
commit sins against the law, should be punished by a court of
law.
 However, the church should still discipline them also.
 If you do, make sure it is in love, kindness and done in a spirit of
meekness.
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FORNICATION AND OTHER DEFILEMENTS - 6:9-20
INTRODUCTION
-

These verses lay at the heart of Paul’s dealings with the Corinthians.
He is reminding them that they have been saved and they therefore should not follow
unrighteousness.
INTERITING THE KINGDOM OF GOD - 6:9-11

-

-

-

V9-10 – Those that are unrighteous (unjustified) shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
They are those whose lives are characterized by the following sins:
o Fornicators: those that practice sexual immorality.
o Idolaters: those who worship idols or false gods.
o Adulterers: those that are unfaithful to their marriage commitment.
o Effeminate: Having the qualities of the female sex; soft or delicate to an
unmanly degree. It leads to homosexuality.
o Abusers of themselves with mankind: sodomites, homosexuality.
o Thieves: those that take what doesn’t belong to them.
o Covetous: those that are eager for gain, always desiring more.
o Drunkards: those that are intoxicated by alcohol or foreign substances.
o Revilers: those who seek to destroy others with their words.
o Extortioners: those to take advantage of others by manipulation or robbing
them by force.
V9 – “Be not deceived.” There is no way that those practice and are characterized by
this lifestyle are going to enter in to the kingdom of God. If a person continues in
unrighteousness, it is evidence that he has not been saved, because the believer is a
new creature in Christ.
V11 – “And such were some of you…” none of the above sins are unforgiveable. The
gospel has enough power and so does the blood to deliver the darkest of all sinners.
V11 - Paul describes salvation
o “But ye are washed” – By faith and before God by the blood of Christ.
o “But ye are sanctified” – By faith they were set apart from the devils family
to God’s family.
o “But ye are justified” – By faith they have been declared righteous.
o “In the name of the Lord Jesus” – Every aspect of their salvation from
beginning to end is by and through Jesus Christ. He is both Lord and Saviour.
o “And by the Spirit of God” – Salvation is accomplished by the Holy Spirit.
He is the one who draws, convicts, regenerates, seals, sanctifies, and
empowers.
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WARNING AGAINST FORNICATION - 6:12-20
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

V12 - Paul is not saying that the Christian can do anything he wants. He is not
referring to the above sins but rather those things that are indifferent: meats, drinks
etc. This is the context of the next verse.
o He could even perhaps be referring to fornication as being lawful according to
Greek customs and Roman but it was in no wise beneficial. It was against the
law of God!
o It is possible that “all things are lawful unto me” could’ve been the Corinthian
slogan and catch phrase. Paul maybe using this to show them that though you
have this attitude, it doesn’t mean it is beneficial neither profitable.
V13 – Paul then contrasts food with fornication. Although God made the belly for
food, he did not mean that man should live for food and be a glutton.
o V13 - “…God shall destroy both it and them” – both the food and the belly
will one day be destroyed. They are not permanent therefore we are not to live
in bondage to our fleshly appetites.
o So likewise, God did not make the body for fornication. He made the body for
His service and glory.
v14 – He explains that God raised up Christ, so we will be raised up and be changed
into His image. We should not be loose with our bodies, God has interest in them.
v15 – “your bodies are the members of Christ” – We are in Christ Jesus and Christ is
thus associated with whatever we do.
o So then we should not commit fornication!
 “God Forbid” – very strong word meaning: MAY IT NEVER BE!
v16 – When you commit fornication you are uniting yourself with that person in SIN!
It is a “one flesh” experience which is only meant in the boundaries of marriage.
o This is not in reference to marriage.
 Marriage is a covenant before God and man (Mal. 2:14)
 It is reference to being one in sin, under the same judgement.
V17 - However, if you are joined to the Lord (spiritual union), you are one with him
in a close union. Why should you seek physical unions when we have a precious
spiritual one with the Lord?
v18 – “Flee fornication.” – This is a present imperative verse teaching that we ought
to take continual flight away from… run away and keep on running, develop the habit
of fleeing without delay. Do what Joseph did – Gen. 39
v18 – Fornication impacts your body more than other sins. It has a greater effect on
your body. The sense is comparative. It’s not that other sins don’t affect the body but
fornication is perhaps the most damaging.
o Emotionally and physically entangling.
o Your entire body becomes the actual instrument of sin.
o It gives the power of your body over to another person.
o There is a “joining” a member of Christ to a harlot aspect.
o It often results in disease like HIV, STD’s etc.
o Permanent affects can result because of it e.g. unlawful pregnancy.
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THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY GHOST – 6:19-20
-

-

-

-

-

V19 – In chapter 3:16 the Church collectively was the “temple of God.” However
here we see individually, that each believer’s body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.
o Not only is the church to be kept pure from defilements and corruption but
also each member that makes up the church must be kept undefiled and pure.
o Many Hindu temples won’t allow non-Hindus to enter.
 Muslims won’t allow people with shoes on to enter the temple.
 So the Christian should be zealous to abstain from fornication
and not let it into our bodies- keep your body pure!
V19 – “Which is in you”
 The Holy Spirit lives in the body of the believer.
 The temple was where God dwelt; the Holy Spirit is therefore God.
V19 - “Which ye have of God”
 Our salvation was given by God, and thereby we were also given the
Holy Spirit upon our salvation.
 The Holy Spirit is a gift received at salvation – Acts 2:38; Acts 10:45
V19 - “And ye are not your own”
 We do not belong to ourselves, we have been saved and so we belong
to Christ.
 Our bodies do not belong to ourselves to use unlawfully especially for
fornication.
V20 – Paul explains why we are not our own:
o “For ye are bought with a price” – bought – to buy in the market place,
redeemed.
 We were once owned by the devil, but Christ paid the price for our
redemption purchasing us with His own precious blood, 1 Pet. 1:18-19.
 Acts 20:28: “…the church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own blood.”
o “Therefore glorify God, in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s”
 We now belong to Christ. Because he has bought us, we are obligated
to live for Him.
 To bring God the glory in our BODY and in our SPIRIT.
 Body – Not for fornication
 Spirit – Not for wickedness
 They are for God’s glory. Our body and spirit belong to God!
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MARRIAGE - 1 COR. 7
INTRODUCTION
-

-

In the previous chapters Paul warned about the evil of fornication.
Now he gives instruction about one of the chief protections against this sin, and that is
a godly marriage.
In this chapter, Paul gives instruction for four different categories of believers:
o Singles and Widows
o Christian Marriages
o Mixed Marriages – saved and unsaved spouse.
o Fathers of unmarried daughters
Paul in the first part of verse 1 explains that this is a response to something they wrote
to him.
KEEP YOUR HANDS TO YOURSELF! - 7:1

-

-

-

V1- “Touch” means to hold, handle, to start a fire - this is in reference to physical
touch that leads sexual intimacy (as in Prov. 6:29).
o Some have suggested that “to touch a woman” refers to attaching oneself in
marriage and that Paul is instructing them to remain celibate.
However, touching in general is powerful and can lead to further intimacy.
It is wise for the Christian not to touch a woman, unless for handshakes or greetings
etc., because it can lead to an intimacy which does not belong to a man and woman
outside of the bonds of marriage.
It is a like a spark, that leads to a fire, and then to destruction.
THE DUTY OF MARRIAGE - 7:2-7

-

-

V2 – Because touching can lead to fornication, one of the chief purposes of marriage
is to help avoid fornication.
o This is not the only purpose:
 Procreation
 Companionship
V2 – “…have his own wife… have her own husband…” Polygamy is not acceptable.
V3 – 5 -The husband and wife are to care for and satisfy one another. (v3-5) They are
not to defraud or deprive one another.
o “Due benevolence” (3) – due refers to this as a duty a sincere obligation.
Benevolence means kindness, and good will. The husband and wife ought to
both express kindness and good will to one another in fulfilling their duty to
each other.
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o “Power” means authority or control over. At the marriage altar they are to
surrender that right to each other. They are not to live for themselves only but
for the needs of their spouse.
o V5 – Prayer and fasting should be the only time that withholding sexual
activity is acceptable.
 The decision should be mutual - “consent” which means sound
together in agreement.
 It should only be “for a time” – it is not to be permanent.
 “That Satan tempt you not for your incontinency” – They should come
back together so that Satan does not tempt them for their incontinency
meaning lack of self-control, lack of self-restraint.
 When marriage partners defraud one another, they lay
themselves open to satanic temptations.
SINGLES AND WIDOWS - 7:6-9; 25-40
-

-

-

V6 - This is not a commandment that single people must marry; they are permitted to
get married but not commanded to do so.
V7 – Paul would prefer that men remain single as he was, but he recognised that all
have different gifts. Both celibacy and marriage are gifts from God.
V8 – Paul’s advice that the widows and singles stay as Paul (single).
V9 – “It is better to marry than to burn”: This is in continuous present tense
referring to a continuous burning in lust, lit. keep on burning. If a single person or
widow cannot contain themselves, let him or her marry.
v25 – Paul says he is giving instruction that Jesus did not address in His ministry.
o He reminds them that he has the special calling from the Lord to be faithful.
o This refers to Paul’s apostolic authority.
o He is not giving his opinion, but giving truth from God as an apostle.
V26-35 – While it is not wrong to marry, it is good for believers to remain single if
possible.
o Many churches do not teach this, but the apostle Paul does.
o He gives them three reasons to remain single (v26-36)
1. V26-28 - remain single because of the “the present distress”
a. This refers to both the persecution of that time as well as the
difficulties of life in this present sin-cursed world.
2. V29-31 - remain single because “time is short”
a. Paul reminds them that the world is quickly passing. Therefore,
they should live in this life with their eyes on the Lord serving
Him. Christ could return at any time!
3. V32-35 - It is good to remain single because “marriage is distracting”
a. A single person can concentrate wholly upon serving the Lord.
Whereas a married person must also care about his family.
b. V33 - “World” – Is in reference to earthly life in general, not
sinful things.
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-

-

-

c. V34 – Paul assumes that a woman that is not married is a
virgin.
d. V35 – Paul gave these instructions to help the believers, not to
hurt them.
i. He was not making a law, but was giving godly advice.
ii. In the end, marriage is a personal decision that the
believer must make before the Lord.
iii. Preachers should be careful not to make a preference or
suggestion into an absolute law.
V39 – Death dissolves marriage. Romans 7: 1-4 affirms this. It is not wrong for a
widow to remarry, however she must marry within God’s will.
o God’s will for marriage means that the person is a believer of like faith and
one who loves God, serves Him, and fears Him.
V40 – However, Paul still believes that the widow will be happier if she remains
single.
o It is important as a believer not to just do that which is lawful but rather that
which is expedient.
V40 – “…I think also I have the Spirit of God.” - This is not in reference to whether
or not he thinks that he has the indwelling Holy Spirit. According to Romans 8:9, this
would mean he doesn’t know if he is saved.
o He is saying it in regards to inspiration:
 2 Peter 1:21 – “Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost”.
o He is also saying it in return to what the false teachers were saying about him
in those days.
 “Whatever your false apostles may think of me, I think, and have
reason to know, that I have the Spirit of God.”
o It is not being stated as a question but rather as a conviction.
CHRISTIAN MARRIED COUPLES - 7:10-11

-

-

v10 - The husband or wife should not depart from his or her spouse
o God hates divorce! (Mal. 2:16)
o His will from the beginning of the creation was for one man to marry one
woman and for them to cleave to one another and not depart (Gen. 2:24)
v11 – However, if there is separation because one leaves, there is no room for
remarriage.
o Let them remained unmarried or be separated until they be reconciled.
o As believers they are obliged by God to reconcile, forgive, and restore the
marriage.
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MIXED MARRIAGES - 7:12-16
-

-

-

-

-

Mixed marriages between a believer and an unbeliever are treated as a separate
category and different instructions are given.
o v12 – “To the rest speak I, not the Lord...” Paul says that Jesus did not
address this issue in His ministry.
V12-13 - The believing spouse is to not put away, or leave the unbelieving spouse.
V14 - If you marry an unbeliever before you were saved your marriage is still
permanent.
o An important reason for this is because God promises His special blessing
upon the unbelieving spouse and children in that situation (14):
 They are sanctified – Not auto Salvation; but rather “set apart”
compared to other unbelievers. They will:
 Hear the gospel more
 Have it explained to them more clearly
 They see the example of a Christian life lived out
 They learn Bible truths.
V15 – However if the unbelieving depart “let him depart” - they should not be forced
to stay; they can pray and plead but they cannot force.
V15 -“God hath called us to peace”– The believer must not allow himself to be
overcome with anger and strife. However, the believer must testify that their
relationship to God is sufficient, although sad, they can trust in Him.
V15 - “Is not under bondage in such cases” – Meaning that we are not a slave to
make the marriage work unnaturally, we can let them go. We are not in bondage to
stay within that relationship; we can remain single.
V16 – The reason for this is because their spouse could potentially come to know the
Lord, and that marriage could be done God’s way.
o We don’t know exactly whether they will be saved or not but we should act in
faith as if God can and will bring them to Salvation.
 Paul here encourages the believer to remain with his unbelieving
spouse and children.
 The believing spouse should remain at peace with the departing spouse
because their forgiveness could bring the other to repentance.
CONTENT WITH GOD’S CALLING- 7:17-24

-

-

V17 – Paul exhorts believers to contentment. It is interesting to note that immediately
after he teaches that it is a possibility that the unbelieving departed spouse may be
saved, he exhorts them to contentment.
V17 - “God hath distributed to every man…” the word distributed refers to a portion,
assigned, and shared. Be content with the lot that God has distributed to you or
allowed you to receive.
o V18-19 - If you are uncircumcised don’t seek to be circumcised.
o V21-22 - If you are a servant of a house, remain the servant of that house.
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-

-

 You are free in Christ, so that you can be content as a servant.
 Be a testimony to the one whom ye serve.
V20 – Here is the principle: “Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was
called.”
V21-22 – If you are a servant be happy in Christ and serve. If you have an opportunity
to be free then take it. Either way, if you were saved as a servant of a man or if you
were saved in a condition of physical freedom you belong to Christ.
V23-24 – “Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servant of men.”
o This means that the believer should never allow any man to take the place of
Christ in his life. He should always remain a servant of Christ.
FATHERS AND THEIR UNMARRIED DAUGHTERS – 7:36-38

-

Paul is speaking within the context of the culture where the father had final say in the
daughter’s marriage.
V36-37 - If any man thinks that he treats his daughter unsuitably and she is mature
(older) and there is a suitable spouse for her; it is not a sin to marry her.
However if not, it is not a sin if she stays single.
Paul actually believes that the father is doing what is best if she stays single.
o This is based upon Paul’s previous advice in regards to being single.
This is not saying that the father is to act apart from his daughter’s willpower.
o Rather it’s confirming that Paul is giving instructions to the father.
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EATING FOOD OFFERED TO IDOLS - 1 COR. 8
-

Paul touched on this issue earlier in the epistle, but now he specifically answers the
church’s question about eating things offered to idols.
The culture of the Roman Empire was to offer their food to idols and then eat it
during festivals that were held in temples or their homes.
The people at the church of Corinth were being saved from idolatry and then
confronted with this issue.
Paul answers the question regarding food offered to idols with two main thoughts:
o 1st – There is liberty in Christ that reigns through proper and true knowledge.
o 2nd – There is charity that reigns above liberty.

IDOLS ARE NOTHING - 8:1-6
-

-

-

V1 – Concerning things offered to idols the church at Corinth had knowledge about
how idols cannot actually contaminate the food and that the gods that it were offered
to didn’t actually exist.
o Yet if all they had was knowledge about what they could eat/noteat, they
would be proud. Their knowledge of truth must be mingled with love in order
for it to produce edification in the lives of others. Knowledge puffeth up but
love builds up.
V2 – Even though they had knowledge, all of our knowledge is still somewhat
incomplete. “And if any man think that he knoweth anything…”, knoweth is in the
perfect tense. It implies that he thinks that he has arrived at a perfect and complete
knowledge. It refers to him having an “acquired knowledge” having searched the
subject out until he reached the bottom. Well this man “knoweth nothing yet as he
ought to know.” He doesn’t know as he should, he is still lacking!
V3 – Yet it’s not all about knowledge, for the one that truly loves is known of God.
God accepts those that love Him not necessarily know all about Him.
V4-6 – Idols in and of themselves are nothing; they are not gods. In fact, they
represent gods that do not even exist. There were many “so called” gods in heaven
(Jupiter, Mercury, Venus) and on earth (Roman Emperors and other people who have
influence) were considered gods, however there is only one true God.
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LIBERTY OR LOVE? V7-13
-

-

-

-

-

-

V7-8 – However not every man has this understanding especially those who came out
of religions that offered meat unto idols. They eat meat offered unto idols and they
defile their own consciences which tell them “do not eat!” The conscience is to be
obeyed and developed by the word of God to have a fuller understanding of its
liberties in Christ. However, the conscience should never be defiled. Whether we eat
were are not better off or whether we abstain we are not any worse. We have
complete liberty in Christ to eat.
o There are no dietary laws in the New Testament. These laws have been done
away in Christ and nothing has taken their place. Acts 11:7-9; Rom. 14:2-3;
Col. 2:16-17; 1 Tim. 4:4-5; 1 Tim. 4:1-3
V9 – Yet we must be mindful of our brothers and show them love. Don’t make your
liberty a stumblingblock to them that are weak.
o The word liberty in this passage is the same word exousia which means
authority, or our right. We are not to use our RIGHTS or our AUTHORITY to
do what we like if it is going to cause our brethren to stumble.
o The word stumblingblock refers to a stone or an obstacle in the pathway that
someone trips over and thus is hindered in their progress. Love will be
sensitive to the consciences of our brethren; this is where our knowledge has
little significance.
V10 – The danger here is that the liberated brother is using his liberties and is being
seen by the weaker brother. Once the weaker brother sees the liberated brother, he
will compromise his own conscience and therefore sin.
V11 – “Perish” is in reference to corrupting a brother’s walk with Christ and causing
that fellowship to die because of the defiling of his conscience.
o However, since Christ died for all men this could refer to a professing brother
in Christ who is not truly born again. Thus he perishes eternally because of the
weak testimony of the believer.
V12 – “wound” tuptō, to smite with fist, similar to a slap in the face. The consciences
of some of our brethren are sensitive and so we have a great responsibility to each
other. If the believer lives carelessly and offensively, he sins not only against his
fellow man but also against Christ Himself.
o Believers should live in a way that the Word of God is not blasphemed – Titus
2:5. We must live blameless and holy before the saved and unsaved.
V13 – the word meat is brōma referring to food in general. If any type of food will
cause my brother to offend and trip up I will eat no flesh (meat specifically) while the
world standeth. In other words I will NEVER eat meat if it’s going to cause my
brother to fall into sin and violate his conscience. Even if I had the knowledge of all
my rights and liberties I would still choose love over liberty.
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MINISTERS AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT - 1 COR. 9
INTRODUCTION
-

-

-

Throughout church history we have seen some churches that have taught that the
minister should live “by faith” without any regular support from the church. Although
God will provide our needs and He is able to take care of us; to live solely by faith is
not the biblical model for the minister. There perhaps may be many a time in a
minister’s life that he might have to live by faith. However, God has designed the
office of a minister as an office that should receive wages for his labour.
In this section, Paul is answering charges that were made against him by some in
Corinth (v3).
He explains that it is not wrong for ministers to receive wages so that they can be free
to preach the Word of God.
He relates it to the Old Testament in that those who ministered in the temple lived off
the tithes of the people. Then he explains why he refused to take wages from them in
particular.
In this chapter we will see reproof and instruction concerning ministers and financial
support.
SO WHO IS THIS PAUL ANYWAY? - 9:1-6

-

-

V1-2 – Paul reminds them that He is an apostle and gives them two main reasons:
o He had seen the resurrected Lord – Acts 9:1-6 on the road to Damascus
o Also he was the one who had led them to Christ. Those that were opposing his
apostleship were themselves a testimony to his apostleship.
 He planted the church at Corinth and led these ones to Christ. They
were the work of his labour, the fruit of his hands.
V3 – Paul answers those that are questioning his apostleship. In verse 3 the word
examine is the word anakrino again which means to scrutinize, examine, search. This
indicates to us that there were those that doubted the genuineness of his apostleship.
Paul said to these ones I give “mine answer”. The word “answer” is apologia where
we get the word apologetics or defence. The scene is like a court case, there are those
that are examining him to formulate a judgement against his apostleship but he stands
to give his defence.
THE RIGHTS OF AN APOSTLE - 9:4-6

-

-

If Paul then proved to be an apostle what were his rights? What were his freedoms
and privileges? The word “Power” in these verses means the right, privilege, freedom
and authority.
V4 – “Do we have no right to eat and drink?—that is—without having to work for it?
Are we not entitled to be supported by the church?” William Macdonald. Paul hardly
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-

exercised this right to have the church to meet his needs; he often laboured with his
hands.
V5 – Don’t we have the right to marry and to take our wives with us wherever we go
at the churches expense as the other apostles? The words “sister, wife” are in
apposition to one another and are simply saying that the wife is to be a sister in the
Lord.
o Marriage is a good and proper thing for the preacher; it is a qualification for a
pastor, he is to be the “husband of one wife” – 1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:6.
V6 – Or is it only I and Barnabas that don’t have the right to stop working? He is
letting them know that he has just as might right to receive full support from the
churches yet didn’t. They paid their own expenses voluntarily.
WHY SHOULD WE SUPPORT THE MINISTER? - 9:7-14

Ministers should be supported for their labour because:
1. The Law of Nature v7
a. It is a natural rule in this world that the soldier, the famer, shepherd, all receive
physical dividends or payments for their work. This is also true of all other
occupations.
b. Any man who labours has a natural expectation to live off his labour.
2. The Law of Moses v8-10
a. Paul here quotes Deuteronomy 25:4; this is not an exact quotation but it is
based on that passage and implies the exact same thing.
b. Paul explains that the main reason why God has the commandment in Deut.
25:4, is to encourage workers to “plow in hope” (10)
c. Man needs a personal motive to work, and his profit is that motive. Both
animals and men work harder if they are rewarded properly and consistently.
d. From this passage we also see that although the believer is not under the Law
of Moses, he can still be instructed by it (10) – Rom. 15:4
3. The Law of Justice v11
a. “If we have sown unto you spiritual things” – Things that pertain to God
b. “Is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things” – Speaking of money.
i. Not carnal as in sinful – But rather carnal as in physical (tangible).
c. It is only fair that what a man sows that shall he also reap! – Gal. 6:7
4. The Law of the Temple v13
a. Paul teaches, as the priests that ministered in the OT were entitled to the
offerings and tithes of the people, so this principle is to be applied in the NT
economy. They would eat of the peace offerings etc.
5. The Law of the Lord v14
a. Paul here is referring to the words of Christ in - Luke 10:7 – “for the labourer
is worthy of his hire…”
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THE ATTITUDE OF A TRUE MINISTER - 9:15-23
-

Even though Paul had the right to take wages from those he ministered to, he did not
do this at Corinth. In this passage he explains why:
1. Avoid Accusations, v15
a. In 2 Cor. 11:12-13 false teachers were looking for an occasion to
discredit his ministry especially in the region of Achaia (where Corinth
was located).
b. Paul would rather die than for people to think that he had money
making motives in the ministry. He didn’t want those accusations upon
him nor his joy robbed. The word glorying refers to his rejoicing- it is
not always used in a negative sense.
2. At No Cost, v16-18
a. V15 - He wasn’t glorying because it was his gospel. He was preaching
out of a divine necessity or constraint.
b. V16 - He wanted the Lord’s reward and approval, so he preached the
Word of God willingly rather than grudgingly and preached it with
great zeal. “Woe [despair, grief, anguish] is [unto] me if I preach not
the gospel!” Preach it – frequently and biblically.
c. V17 – If Paul preached the gospel simply out of a willingness to do so
he would receive a reward. Yet if he preached against his will, it would
be evident that a dispensation or stewardship of the gospel was
committed unto him as a calling by God. Paul was under orders and
whether willing or unwillingly there was a burning fire within a call
from God that compelled him to preach the gospel!
d. V18 – His reward was that he could preach the gospel for free
“without charge” and not exercise his right to receive income from the
churches.
3. At Any Cost, v19-23
a. Paul loved the souls of men and had great compassion to reach them
for Christ. Romans 9:2-3 – Paul shows that his motivation is love and
compassion for the brethren. That he would go to hell “if he could” so
that they might go to heaven.
b. Paul was willing to become all things to all men that he might save
some.
i. Paul is not speaking of compromising the Word of God to
reach the lost. We are not meant to be like the world to win the
world. We have been called out of the world.
ii. Rather Paul is saying, those things which the Word of God does
not forbid, he will sacrifice his preference for the sake of
others.
Example – Respecting differences in cultures.
a. Greetings.
b. Sitting with feet pointing toward someone.
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c. Japanese – shoes off in house.
c. V23 – And he did it all of this FOR THE GOSPEL’S SAKE. So that
he could partner with them in the gospel.
THE DISQUALIFIED MINISTER – 9:23-27
-

-

-

-

-

V24 – No doubt at this time the Isthmian games were on the mind of Paul. He takes
up an analogy up of a runner in a race who runs with others but only one receives the
prize. So we ought to run in a way in which we will receive a prize. The prize is
rewards for faithful service.
V25 – The words striving for the mastery is the word agōnizomai where we get our
English word agonize. Here the idea is that these ones that agonize to win in these
games are temperate. They have self-control, and self-denial. They exercise and
agonize to obtain a crown that will perish, but we do it to obtain that will never perish.
V26 – Paul gives his personal testimony. He runs with a clear purpose, he is not
uncertain as to his goal and race. When he fights he doesn’t just beat the air as if he
was a boxer in training who was shadow-fighting. Paul is saying that this is not a
training ground but his punches must have purpose and an object behind them.
V27 – “I keep under my body”: To strike under the eye, beat black & blue this
figuratively means that he treats his body severely. He is no slave to his body and its
appetites. “…and bring it into subjection”: It has become my captive, my slave. The
word bring it into subjection literally means I am my bodies slave driver, to reduce it
to slavery.
V27 – The reason for all this discipline and self-denial is so that when he, after having
preached to others, would not be a castaway. A castaway is one who is disapproved,
rejected, in relation to a prize. The word implies something that has been tested and
has failed the test. The word was often used of metals that were tested and cast aside
when discovered to be unauthentic. The context here is receiving a prize for running a
race, not eternal life which is a free gift from God.

48

IDOLATRY - 1 COR. 10
-

-

Paul has touched on idolatry already in this epistle however; he now returns to this
theme and gives a very strong warning against it.
The very first commandment and second commandments in Exodus 20:3-5 states:
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me” and “…Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image…Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them…”
Although we may not worship common idols, we must apply these truths to the
idolatry of our own hearts: money, sport, fashion, music, culture, self.
We as believers are constantly tempted by our surroundings, so the warning of this
passage is applicable to our everyday lives!
THE JOURNEY OF THE ISRAELITES - 10:1-5

-

-

-

-

V1 - 4 –The passing under the cloud speaks of God leading the children of Israel out
of the bondage of Egypt unto the Red Sea. In Exodus 13 it records this for us he was
guiding them by day and by night Ex. 13:21-22. This speaks of the power of God that
rescued them from Egypt, just as the Corinthians had been rescued from the world of
sin. Israel was then identified with Moses by their crossing of the Red Sea which
depicts baptism as the Corinthians identification with Christ. Israel then both ate and
drank manna and water from heaven Ex. 16:15; 17:6. So the Corinthians nourished
themselves on the spiritual sustenance that God provides for his children.
V5 – Although they were recipients of deliverance, baptism unto Moses and God’s
provision, this doesn’t mean that God was pleased with them. The word many is the
word pleiōn which is refers to the majority, the more, or the greater part. This
displeasure of God was evident because they were overthrown in the wilderness. The
word overthrown gives us the picture of their dead bodies scattered all over the
wilderness.
The key word in v1-4 is the word all. They all experienced the things mentioned in
v1-4, however in v5 the word many is used to indicate not everyone has to end up a
castaway.
This is also warning that it is possible to participate in the things of God without
truly being saved. – Hebrews 6:4-6, 9
o Many children grow up in a Christian home and experience and see the
working of God all around them. They even profess Christ and get baptized
and have all the right doctrine yet they are not saved! They have never
repented of their sins and placed their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation!
o This was true of those who were part of the “mixed multitude” Ex.12:38;
Num. 11:4

ISRAEL’S PAST FAILURES BECOME OUR FUTURE WARNINGS - 10:6-13
-

V6 – 10 - Paul explains that these things that are being mentioned in relation to the
Old Testament are for our examples, that we should not also make the same mistakes.
The PAST failures of Israel are written in order to protect believers in the FUTURE.
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-

-

The word examples is the word type which is an Old Testament prefiguring of a New
Testament person or thing. The judgement of these Israelites prefigured a warning to
the church concerning idolatry, lust, and fornication.
o V7 – Idolatry - Refers to the time when they made the golden calf. Ex. 32:6-8
o V8 – Fornication - Refers to the time when they fell into fornication with the
Midianites. Num. 25:1-9
 The supposed “contradiction” (Num. 24,000; 1 Cor. 23,000) is cleared
up when you consider that 1 Corinthians records for us the amount of
deaths that took place in “one day.”
o V9 – Tempting Christ - The Jews spoke against God, doubting Him and
foolishly claiming that He had brought them into the wilderness to perish –
Num. 21:4-5. God responded by sending fiery serpents to bite them so that
they who did not look to the brazen serpent died (type of Christ Jn. 3:14-16).
o V10 – Murmuring – Most likely refers to the sin of Israel murmuring with
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (Num. 16:14-47) concerning God’s appointed
leaders. Or could refer to their general murmuring which resulted in their
destruction.
V11 – All these things did happen to them and one the reason why God has allowed it
to be written down is so that we might be admonished. The word admonition means
an instruction given as a warning.
V11 – “upon whom the ends of the world are come.” The Corinthian believers were
described as those who are in the last days.
PAUL’S WARNING AND HOPE - 10:12-13

-

-

V12 - “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” This is a
warning against being overly self-confident. “Take heed…” means beware! It calls
for more cautiousness than normal. We must realize that many mighty men have
fallen – Prov. 7:26 (strange woman). The attack is constant and therefore we cannot
become complacent and careless. It is possible for us to fall from a position of
spiritual victory, so take heed lest you become the next victim.
V13 – Is a message of hope to a believer facing temptation.

This verse has three distinct promises which give us much hope.
-

-

-

1. “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man”
o The temptations that we face have been faced by others before. No temptation
is unique to any one person.
2. “but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able”
o Our God is faithful toward us, although we are unfaithful to Him.
o He promises that he will NEVER give you a temptation that you cannot
handle by His help. No temptation is ever too great for us to combat.
3. “but will with the temptation also make a way to escape that ye may be able to bear
it”
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o God always makes a way to escape. No matter what circumstance, no matter
what temptation, no matter how strong the temptation is, God always makes a
way for us to escape!
o It is up to us to take the “exit”; God always leaves an open exit door.
WARNING AGAINST IDOLATRY - 10:14-22
-

This is the strongest warning in the New Testament against associating with idolatry.
This passage is to be viewed in light of chapter 8 to develop all that Paul intends to
tell the Corinthians concerning idolatry. Paul gives two reasons why the believer must
flee from idolatry.
o (1) – Fellowshiping with the Devil v16-20
 V16 – 17 – Fellowship of the Church: Isn’t our partaking of the fruit
of the vine and the bread at the Lord’s Supper a declaration and
testimony to the fact that we are partakers of the body and blood of
Christ? This is why we bless it and give thanks. We being many
members are one body in Christ, that body being his bread, which is
symbolic of that which we partake. Being partakers of that one bread is
a testimony to the fact that we are part of his body.
 V18 – Fellowship of Israel: Those that ate off the altar of Jehovah
identified with all that the altar spoke of and represented.
 V19 – 20 – Fellowship of the Gentiles: The idols aren’t anything in
and of themselves, neither that which is offered unto idols. However,
there are demonic powers behind the idolatrous system for which we
must not be in association with.
nd
o 2 – Provoking the Lord to jealousy (21-22)
 V21 – Don’t compromise by drinking the cup of the Lord on Sunday
and then go ahead and drink of the cup of the devil. Same with food set
before us on a table.
 V22 – We ought not to provoke the Lord to jealousy: Exodus 20:5 – I
the Lord thy God am a Jealous God! God is jealous of our affection.
Idols make God jealous, because we are giving our attention, love, and
desire to them. Are we stronger then he? Do we dare grieve Him and
invite His hand of chastening and judgement?
THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS -10:23-33

-

-

The above truths concerning separation from idolatry are now given some principles
and practical scenarios which will help these believers respond well in the future.
The Principles of the Passage
V23 – The first principle to always keep in mind which will affect our application of
any truth is that of excellence. We are not to be asking the question “What are my
liberties?” yet rather asking “Is this going to be beneficial?”
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-

-

-

-

-

V24, 34 – The second principle is that we are not to be seeking what is more
comfortable and best for us, rather we must always keep in mind those around us.
Remember it’s not about knowledge it’s about charity. It’s about edifying the saved
and reaching the lost.
V28-29 – The third principle is that when we are confronted with food we need to
understand that the earth belongs to the Lord and all that is in it. That means if we are
unsure whether it has been offered to idols or not then it is the Lord’s and we may
freely eat v26. Yet on the other hand, if we are told that the meat has been offered
unto idols we should not eat for our own conscience sake because “the earth is the
Lord’s and fullness thereof…” The lordship of Christ over all that is his must be
upheld.
V31 – The fourth principle is that I need to do all to the glory of God. Even the
things which seem so insignificant like partaking in food and drink offered to idols.
V32 – The fifth principle is that I need to not give offence and cause to stumble the
Jew, Greek, and the Church of God. This includes everyone: Jew, Gentile, Church.
The Practical Applications of the Passage
V25 – The first scenario is that of someone going to the meat market to buy some
meat. The shambles refers to the butcher’s stall, or meat market. He is to buy his meat
and not worry about asking whether or not it has been offered unto idols.
V27 – The second scenario is that of someone who gets invited to the home of an
unbeliever to share a meal. If you go feel free to eat whatsoever they put in front of
you, there is no need to ask any questions.
V28 -30 - The third scenario is that if in any circumstance, whether at the butcher’s
stall or at the house of an unbeliever, if any man says to you “this is offered unto
idols” do not eat it. Even though you may have liberty to eat do not eat for the sake of
the conscience of him that told you that it was offered unto idols. If you eat after a
weaker brother or an unbeliever told you that it is offered unto idols you will stumble
them. The unbeliever will be stumbled in being justified of his pagan practices and the
weaker brother will sin against his own conscience. It may even result in you being
evil spoken of when you had perfect liberty to do it, as Romans 14:6 affirms: “Let not
then your good be evil spoken of…”

Note: It would seem that the scenario of verses 28-30 refer to that of an unbelievers home
and not of a feast of idolatry which was forbidden for testimonies sake -1 Corinthians 8:10.
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GOD’S DIVINE ORDER - 1COR. 11:1-16
INTRODUCTION
-

-

V1 - He urges the church at Corinth to be followers of him as he was of Christ
o This is another statement of his apostolic authority. He could say that he was
following Christ with confidence.
V2 – Paul praises them for keeping the ordinances that he had delivered unto them.
o Paul is about to rebuke them, but starts again with a ‘thanks’.
o This is found also in the first chapter of Corinthians.
THE DIVINE ORDER - 11:3

-

V3 – God’s divine order is clear:
o Head of man is Christ
o Head of woman is the man
o Head of Christ is God
 These speak of order and function as opposed to equality. Even in the
Godhead there is perfect equality between the Father and the Son, yet
the headship of the Father over the Son is one of function.
THE EXPRESSION OF THAT ORDER - 11:4-15

The key purpose of 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 is to establish the importance of headship and
submission. Paul establishes two symbols of submission that represent the importance of a
woman’s submission to God ordained authority. The one is a cultural symbol the other is a
universal symbol. The cultural symbol is a physical head covering which was in that culture
a symbol of submission. The universal symbol is a woman’s long hair which God established
from the creation which supersedes culture.
- V4 – 6 – Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonours his
head, which is Christ. The opposite is true of the woman. If she prays with her head
uncovered she dishonours her head being her husband. By not having her head
covered it is as shameful as if she were shaven. The context of praying and
prophesying here is a general principle to be applied to the appropriate setting. There
is no mention of this being specifically in the assembling of the church, for the
women are to keep silent in the churches - 1 Cor. 14:34; 1 Tim. 2:11-12
- V7-9 – The creation order expresses also that a man should not cover his head. The
man was made first as head of the human race and after that the woman came out
from the man. The man was made in the image and glory of the God and the woman
was the glory of man. She is not the image of man for she was also made in the image
of God. Yet she is the glory of man because she came out from man.
- V10 – Therefore the woman ought to have “power over her head because of the
angels.” The word power is referring to authority to which the head covering or long
hair speaks. The angels are ministering to, watching, and learning from the churches
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-

-

(1 Cor. 4:9; Eph. 3:10; 1 Pet. 1:12). Women should uphold a good testimony of
submission before the angels. They saw the woman usurp the place of headship over
man at the beginning and now women are to be an example of subjection before them.
The angels aren’t necessarily looking for a head covering; they look for the woman’s
submission to authority expressed by her long hair, or veil, or symbol of submission.
V11-12 – These verses teach us that both man and women are not to be independent
of one another. The woman came from man, but we must not forget that man came by
or through the woman. The woman was made out of man, but every man comes into
the world through the womb of a woman.
V13-14 – It is not fitting for a woman to pray with her head uncovered. Even life
itself teaches that it is a shame for a man to have long hair. Everyone just knows that a
woman has long hair and a man has short hair. It is a general rule among all nations,
even her hair is a sign of her submission to authority. Women with short hair depict
themselves as rebellious.
V15 – The woman’s long hair is her glory and her hair is given her for a covering.
o The woman’s hair is given to her for “instead of” a covering. Her hair is an
equal symbol of her submission, just as the veil. Therefore, as long as a
woman has hair that is longer than the men, she is expressing that submission.
It is also possible that a head covering was one practical way in which
submission was to be displayed in that culture. What is the symbol of
submission in this culture?
o One commentator said: “In the culture of Corinth, a woman's covered head
while ministering or worshiping was a symbol to signify a subordinate
relationship to her husband. The apostle is not laying down an absolute law for
women to wear veils or coverings in all churches for all time, but is declaring
that the symbols of the divinely-established male and female roles are to be
genuinely honored in every culture… there is nothing spiritual about wearing
or not wearing a covering. But manifesting rebellion against God's order was
wrong.”
V16 – There are two possible interpretations here:
o 1st – Contention itself.
 The church is not a place where contention should dwell.
 People must submit to those in authority. They did not have any
“custom” of contention.
nd
o 2 –Consider the stand of the churches.
 If you are being contentious of these matters, consider the churches’
position and abide by it. The universally accepted practice of the
churches in that day was to have the women cover their head when
praying or prophesying.
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THE LORD’S SUPPER - 1 COR. 11:17-34
-

This portion of Scripture is the most complete study of the Lords Supper in the New
Testament.
This passage expresses the importance of the Lord’s Supper and also the importance
of observing it properly.
The Lord’s Supper is not a sacrament or something that imparts grace or favour,
neither is it a channel for Salvation.
The Lord’s Supper is simply a memorial of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ for our
sins.
It is a solemn time where we quietly and seriously reflect on the death of our Lord;
but it is a joyful time in the sense that we know He is risen and is coming again.
The elements of the Lord’s Supper are:
o Unleavened bread – picturing the sinless body of Jesus Christ
o Fruit of the vine (pure grape juice) – picturing the blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ, no fermentation (picture of sin)
THE MISUSE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER -11:17-22

The Context: “In the early days of the church, Christians celebrated the “agape,” or
love feast along with the Lord's Supper. The love feast was something like a common
meal, shared in a spirit of love and fellowship. At the end of the love feast, the
Christians often had the remembrance of the Lord with the bread and wine.” William
Macdonald.
1. Acting Divisively (18-19)
a. They had their carnal party cliques/groups that were affecting the Lord’s
Supper.
b. (19) – Paul describes these divisions as heresies. A heresy is also translated as
sects – Acts 24:5, 28:22. A heresy means a choice that forms a party or union,
usually in reference to a false teacher that causes divisions.
c. Paul said “there must also be heresies among you.” Heresies and divisions
reveal where each person stands whether in truth or error.
2. Acting Selfishly (21)
a. They were like pigs and not considering the needs of those around them.
b. Some of them were even getting drunk before the Lord’s Supper and some
were left hungry.
3. Acting Carelessly (22)
a. They couldn’t care less that this was the holy gathering of the people of God.
They would’ve been better off eating and drinking at home then despising the
church of God at these love feasts.
-
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THE PROPER USE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER - 11:23-34
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Notice that Paul received instruction directly from the Lord, even though he wasn’t
present in the Lord’s Supper found within the gospels.
Paul received this instruction through divine revelation, thus showings us that
inspiration involves direct revelation.
Where should the Lord’s Supper be observed?
a. The Lord’s Supper is a church ordinance and should be observed within the
assembly.
b. Paul uses the word “ye” which is plural and refers to the whole church.
i. “when ye come together in the church” – v18
ii. “when ye come together in one place” – v 20
iii. “when ye come together” – v 33
Who can participate in the Lord’s Supper? What are the Requirements?
a. Members of New Testament churches who are saved and baptized – Acts
2:41-42
b. Those who are at a right standing before the local church and before God;
those under church discipline are not to partake – 1 Cor. 5:11
What is the purpose of the Lord’s Supper?
a. It is not a meal; it is not to eat and drink and satisfy ones hunger.
b. It is not the literal body and blood of Christ (Roman Catholic Church)
i. It is simply a memorial – 11:24-26
c. It is not a sacrifice (Roman Catholic Church) – Heb. 10:14 – One Sacrifice
d. The Lord’s Supper is a simple picture or memorial – 1 Cor. 11:24-26
i. It is to be done in “remembrance”
ii. By participating “ye do shew the Lord’s death” (Picture)
How do we observe the Lord’s Supper
a. Bread is taken first – 1 Cor. 11:23-24
i. Symbolises = body of Christ broken for us
ii. Unleavened bread = sinless body – Ex. 12:8
iii. Broken bread = Christ’s broken body
iv. Each member should eat together (33) – “tarry one for another”
v. Prayer of thanksgiving should go before it is taken – (24)
b. The Cup is taken – 1 Cor. 11:25
i. Symbolizes = Blood of Christ shed for us
ii. Pure grape juice = Christ’s sinless blood; Jesus called it “fruit of the
vine” – Matt. 26:29; Mark 14:23
iii. Prayer of thanksgiving should go before it is taken – Matt. 26:27
iv. Each church member should drink of it – Mark 14:23
v. Should also drink in unison.
How often should we take the Lord’s Supper (26)
a. The Bible does not say how often it should be taken.
b. It says “as often as ye…” (26) – some churches take weekly, monthly, yearly
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6. What about the issue of sin when taking the Lord’s Supper? (27-32)
a. Paul gives a strong warning to those who partake “unworthily” (29)
b. To take the Lord’s Supper unworthily is to take it lightly (without proper
consideration) or by taking it with the wrong mindset.
i. (29) – Not discerning the Lord’s body. We are to distinguish properly
what the purpose of the Lord body (to put away sin). To eat without
proper examination of one’s self is to not discern the Lord’s body. To
eat it casually as any other meal is not discerning the Lord’s body.
c. To take the Lord’s Supper unworthily is also to fail to examine oneself and to
confess one’s sins beforehand. (28,31)
i. This involves judging oneself of sin and asking for forgiveness from
the Lord – 1 John 1:9
d. If one partakes unworthily they are in danger of damnation (29)
i. Damnation refers to judgement
ii. Refers to chastisement of God because of unconfessed sin (32)
iii. The church at Corinth experienced the chastisement of God in the form
of sickness and even pre-mature death (sleep) - (30)
7. The Three Different Ways Churches Observe the Lord’s Supper
a. 1st – Open
i. This is where everyone is allowed to partake as long as they are saved
nd
b. 2 – Close
i. This is where everyone who is saved baptized and agrees in the
church’s doctrine are able to partake.
rd
c. 3 – Closed
i. This is where everyone who is saved baptized and a member of the
church can partake. If you are not a member of that local church you
cannot partake.
d. The open method is unscriptural according to Acts 2:41-42.
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND PUBLIC WORSHIP - 1 COR.12-14
-

The church at Corinth was misusing spiritual gifts.
They were imitating what they saw in Gentile idolatrous worship. – 1 Cor. 12:2
They were more concerned about showing off and edifying self than about being
under divine order and edifying the church.
The apostle Paul corrects this in three lessons:
o Lesson One – The Holy Spirit distributes the spiritual gifts for the sake of the
body. This is the theme of 1 Corinthians 12.
o Lesson Two - The exercise of spiritual gifts without love is vain: love “seeketh
not her own.” This is the theme of 1 Corinthians 13.
o Lesson Three – Everything is to be done in the church to edifying. This is the
theme of 1 Corinthians 14.
SPIRITUAL GI FTS AND THE H OLY SPI RIT - 1 COR. 12
TWO KEY ERRORS REGARDING SPIRITUAL GIFTS 12:1-3
1. – The Error of Ignorance (1)
a. The Corinthian believers were ignorant of the divine purpose of gifts and
the proper use of them.
b. The Pentecostal-Charismatic movement have this great problem today.
Paul in these chapters corrects such ignorance.
2. The Error of Paganism (2-3)
a. The Corinthian church was mixing the things of Christ with paganism.
They had not properly separated from idolatrous practices – 10:14
b. They before conversion were “carried away” and led astray by demonic
spirits of idolatry. Now some of this was being carried over into the church
thinking that it was the Spirit of God.
i. This is also an issue within the Charismatic movement; they think
the Spirit of God knocks people to the ground, shakes people, make
people speak gibberish, and puts people in emotional hysteria.
c. Paul distinguishes the differences between the Spirit of God and false
spirits. (3)
i. The Holy Spirit teaches that Jesus Christ is THE LORD, not a lord.
The Spirit only exalts Christ, that’s why He came – Jn. 16:14
ii. Many false religions teach that Jesus was a good man, a great
teacher but not that He is God, Lord and Saviour!
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DIVERSITIES AND DIFFERENCES OF GIFTS – 12:4-14
-

-

-

V4 – “Diversities of gifts” These refer to the different kinds of spiritual gifts. Despite
the variety in gifts, it is the same Spirit.
V5 – “Differences of administrations” this refers to the variety of ministries that there
are in the church, but each one serves the same Lord.
V6 –“Diversities of operations” there are a variety of ways in which the gifts produce
effect upon the church, yet it is the same God who worketh or energizes all in all. He
is the power behind the effect that the gifts produce. In v4-6 we see the Trinity – The
Spirit, the Lord, and God. This is the Godhead’s perfect unity in their bestowments of
gifts.
V7 - The gifts are the manifestation of the Spirit and they are not learnt, they are
given (v11,18). They are supernatural as opposed to natural. They purpose is so that
others in the church might profit.
The gifts are for the operation of the body of Christ (12-14). Compare Eph. 4:11-13
o This is the purpose of Spiritual gifts- to build up and edify the local church.
THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT - 12:8-10, 28, 29

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

There are 13 gifts listed in verse 8-10 and 28.
The Word of Wisdom (8) – This is the gift of having wisdom to understand divine
things and the ability to explain these things to others. Acts 6:3 – The first deacons
were full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom. This is most likely a revelatory gift.
The Word of Knowledge (8) – This is most likely another revelatory gift. There must
have been a difference between the word of knowledge and of wisdom; however the
difference is not explained. We know that the word of knowledge was a revelatory gift
that would vanish away (13:8).
Faith (9) – Every believer is supposed to exercise faith (Heb. 11:6), but the gift of
faith is something given only to some believers. It was the ability to believe God in a
special way and to overcome obstacles. (13:2)
Gifts of Healing (9) – This gift was the ability to heal the sick. It was the fulfilment of
Mark 16:18 and it was associated mainly with the apostles. While the gift of healing is
no longer operative, God still heals by prayer as seen in James 5:14-16.
Working of Miracles (10) – This was one of the signs of the apostles (2 Cor. 12:12).
The working of miracles is mentioned separately from “gifts of healing,” and it
involved other things like surviving snake bites and casting out devils. (Mk. 16:17-18)
Prophecy (10) – There are two aspects of Bible prophecy that we see operative in the
New Testament: fore-telling (Acts 11:27-28) and forth-telling (1 Cor. 14:3; Acts
15:32). Forth-telling refers to preaching God’s Word which is still operative today, as
a gift. However, fore-telling is telling of the future and was operative until the
completion of the Scriptures (1 Cor. 13:8). Second Peter 1:19 speaks of a “more sure
word of prophecy” in reference to the Word of God.
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7. Discerning of Spirits (10) – This is the gift of spiritual discernment. Having the
ability to discern between true and false spirits and between true and false teachers – 1
Tim. 4:1; 1 Jn. 4:1, Rev. 2:2.
8. Divers Kinds of Tongues (10) – This is the supernatural gift of speaking in languages
that one has never learned – Acts 2:4-11. The KJV adds the word unknown in the
translation, because the tongues are unknown to the speaker. In Acts 2:4-11 the gift of
tongues is introduced and we know from that passage that they were all human
languages. There is no reason to believe that any change has taken place since then.
9. The Interpretation of Tongues (10) – This is the gift of being able to interpret the
messages that are given by tongues.
10. Apostles (28) – The apostles were chosen directly by Jesus Christ and had the signs to
authenticate their ministries (2 Cor. 12:12). They laid the foundation of the churches
by establishing the first congregations and showing the pattern for the fulfilment of the
Great Commission and completed of the canon of Scripture (Eph. 2:20). Their ministry
was completed in the first century and the need for apostles in churches ceased. The
New Testament epistles never describe how to select apostles. It only teaches how to
select pastors and deacons showing that the office of an apostle is temporary.
11. Teachers (28) – This is the gift of explaining and expounding the Scriptures for the
purpose of training the saints in the will of God. You may have the gift of teaching yet
have not been called to be a pastor. Women can have this gift, yet it must be exercised
within their biblical context. (1 Tim. 2:12; 1 Cor. 14:34).
12. Helps (28) – This gift apparently had a wide range of function and is not described
specifically in the Scriptures. It must describe all those who aid and assist in the
church helping the elders, widows, orphans, the poor and even helping with accounting
and other church requirements.
13. Governments (28) – This is the gift of ruling that is mentioned in Romans 12:8, it is a
common gift seen in a pastor or an elder (Heb. 13:7,17)
Note: Every spiritual gift outline in the Scripture is either a speaking gift or a serving gift.
“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of
God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all
things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4:10-11
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THE BODY OF CHRIST - 12:12-13
V12 – 13 - The body of Christ is likened unto a body having many members yet they
are one. There has been a spiritual baptizing all believers into the body of Christ. The
baptism of the Spirit happens at salvation and this is how we are now in the body of
Christ.
- There are two main aspects to the body of Christ:
1. Universal
a. This makes up all believers in Jesus Christ, who have been born again. Eph.
5:25-32; Heb. 12:23; Eph. 1:22-23; Eph. 2:13-16; Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 6:15.
b. The full and complete assembling of this body will be in heaven, for not all have
been saved who is to be a part of this body. Heb. 12:23
2. Local
a. The local church is a called out assembly of saved and baptized believers in
Jesus Christ. The local church is where God has ordained to fulfil His purposes.
b. They are autonomous, independent and work in unity one with another.
c. It is impossible to operate and fellowship as a “universal” body because of the
doctrinal differences and impurities. Hence, our gathering is in heaven; therefore
God has now called each believer to be under the authority of a local church.
i. Because it is impossible to operate on a universal level biblically, God
has set up the local church which we are to exercise our spiritual gifts
within.
ii. V27 – “ye are the body of Christ,” each member of the church at Corinth
was part of the body of Christ. Yet they were to operate and work within
their local New Testament church as an individual separate body.
iii. V25 – “be no schism” in the body. This is only possible on a local church
level. If it were to happen on a universal level, doctrinal purity would be
compromised which contradicts other Scriptures. – 1 Tim.1:3
d. When we get to heaven the “universal body” will be active and assembled for
worship and service to God.
-

THE UNITY OF THE BODY – 12:14-27
-

-

V14 – The body is not one singular member but many members make up the body.
Here is reference to the physical body which will act as an illustration to the body of
Christ and as an application to the local church here at Corinth.
V15- 24 - Each believer needs to understand that he is a necessary part of the body
and therefore needs to perform his duty. The body requires a variety of members,
eyes, ears, nose, mouth, feet, hands, etc. If the whole body were an eye, we would be
deaf and senseless. All the members are important even the ones that appear feeble or
unnecessary. In fact, sometimes the ones that seem most unnecessary are the most
needed of all. There must be unity in the body and for there to be unity; there must be
acknowledgement of each other and the need for one another.
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V26 – This unity of the body should not only be in function but in love one for
another. If one member is suffering in pain the whole body should also feel it. Yet if
one member is being honoured, the whole body should be happy and rejoice with that
one honoured member. The body of Christ is not to have a competitive spirit.
SO IS EVERY GIFT FOR EVERY BELIEVER? – 12:28-31

-

-

Paul asks a set of rhetorical questions that require the answer “NO!.”
This refutes the idea held by many Charismatics that every Christian needs to seek to
speak in tongues.
V28 –30 - Paul lists the gifts in order of their priority: 1st Apostles, 2nd Prophets, 3rd
Teachers. Interestingly enough, the last gift mentioned is “tongues,” which
Charismatics exalt above all other gifts.
V31 – Here Paul instructs the church, not individuals, to covet earnestly the best gifts.
An individual cannot covet gifts because they are given by God sovereignly at His
will v11. However, it is more than proper that a church would desire more preachers,
pastors, helps, administrators etc. Nevertheless, there is still a more excellent way.
SPIRITUAL GI FTS AND LOVE - 1 COR. 13

-

In 12:31 Paul wishes to show the church of Corinth a more excellent way. This is the
way of charity or love; true biblical love.
Agape is the Greek word translated charity and it refers to a committed, self-less,
love, the love that God showed us on Calvary.
Yet each word must always be interpreted within its context and chapter 13 truly
defines charity as God’s love.
TOUNGES OF ANGELS – 13:1

-

-

This is not a reference to angelic languages, because there are many examples of
angels speaking in the Bible who spoke the language understood by men.
Paul is speaking with extremities – “IF” I had all faith, all knowledge, give all my
money to the poor, give my body to be burned and have not God’s love, I am nothing.
All tongues in the Bible are languages; therefore Paul is not referring to another type
of tongues that should be practiced here.
Tongues of angels are simply referring to eloquence; language spoken at its greatest,
as if it was spoken by angels.
o Acts 6:15 – Stephen’s face is said to be like that of an angel, referring to a
description of beauty and glory.
o Psalm 78:25 – In reference to the children of Israel in the wilderness, they ate
angel’s food. It is describing how great God’s provision was for the children
of Israel (Ps. 78:19 He furnished a table in the wilderness).
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THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVE 13:1-3
-

-

V1 – Here Paul introduces love as the more excellent way by hypothetically
comparing some of Corinth’s most profound gifts with love. The tongues of men Paul
refers to here are the gift of tongues which was the gift of known languages Acts 2:412. He further explains if he could speak with those tongues and also the tongues of
angels (lit. the languages of angels) which refer here to the eloquence, speech, and
oratory of angels (Acts 6:15 Psalm 78:25) and had not charity, he was like a loud
clanging noise.
V2 – Another hypothetical scenario is given. This one is in relation to understanding
all prophecy, all mysteries, all faith; yet without love he would all of nothing.
V3 – The last hypothetical scenario refers to great extreme unrealistic sacrifices that
are made without love accumulate no benefit.
THE DEFINITION OF LOVE - 13:4-7

-

-

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Love is not what the world says it is today.
Love is not:
o Being romantic.
o a warm, sensual feeling.
o a personal sacrifice.
o a jealous rage.
o a mystical experience.
o an attitude of tolerating things I don’t agree with.
o a positive, non-judgemental outlook.
o a longing for Christian unity.
o a zeal for world peace or affection toward animals or environment.
Love is JESUS CHRIST – the definition of love is found in 1 Corinthians 13. This is
a perfect portrait of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
o You could replace the word “charity” with the word “Jesus” and it is a perfect
match.
The love described in this passage, is only found through salvation. Human flesh
cannot express this kind of love; it is the fruit of the Spirit – Gal. 5:22
Let’s observe what this definition of godly love:
Charity Suffers Long (4) – It is that patient state of mind that is slow to anger.
a. It is patient when oppressed and provoked.
Charity is Kind (4) – good natured, gentle, tender, affectionate.
a. It wishes others well and it is not sour and harsh.
Charity Envieth Not (4) – It doesn’t feel uneasy when others are blessed
a. When others get a good job or are more favoured then us we should not be upset.
Charity Vaunteth Not Itself, Is Not Puffed Up (4) – It is not proud, exalting self.
a. It doesn’t boast or put others down to get to the top. It is not self-righteous.
Charity Doth Not Behave Itself Unseemly (5) – Doesn’t do sinful or improper things
a. It never moves away from holiness or causes others to stumble.
Charity Seeketh Not Her Own (5) – Not focused upon self, cares about others.
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a. This is the root, heart, and foundation of love. Loving neighbour as thyself.
7. Charity is Not Easily Provoked (5) – Not easily or quickly angry, not short tempered.
a. The person with this love will be slow to anger, similar to suffering long.
8. Charity Thinketh No Evil (5) – No vengeful, malicious, sinful or filled with evil
thoughts.
a. It doesn’t think evil of people; yet it is not gullible and discerns truth from error.
9. Charity Rejoiceth Not in Iniquity but Rejoiceth in Truth (6) – Is not excited by sin.
a. Charity knows that sin exists and doesn’t ignore it, but it also does not rejoice in
committing sin or when sin is committed by others. It rejoices in truth. Jesus
wept over sin (Lk. 19:41)
10. Charity Beareth All Things (7) – It bears the burdens of others.
a. It doesn’t bear sin in the church or false teachers; it doesn’t tolerate evil. Yet it
bears the infirmities of the weak, the trials and tribulations of others.
11. Charity Believeth All Things (7) – Charity believes every Word of God and truth.
a. It believes the truthful and right things, yet it is not gullible and doesn’t believe a
lie.
12. Charity Hopeth All Things (7) – It has hope and confidence in God’s Word.
a. It believes that God’s Word will come to pass and has hope in it.
13. Charity Endureth All Things (7) – It is patient in trials and endures suffering.
a. It does this because it believes and hopes in God’s Word.
-

Note: Paul in chapter 12 speaks of 13 spiritual gifts.
o Chapter 13 he describes 13 attributes of love.
 He is expressing the fact that just love in itself equates to all the
spiritual gifts combined. Love is truly a more excellent way!
THE PERMANENCE OF LOVE – 13:8-13

-

-

Paul shows that love is more permanent than spiritual gifts
He mentions three gifts that will be done away: prophecy, tongues and knowledge.
o Prophecy – will ceased to be given
o Knowledge – It won’t vanish in itself, but the gift of knowledge will.
o Tongues – Will cease. Tongues shall cease is in the future tense, middle voice.
This means that they shall make themselves cease or automatically they shall
cease of themselves.
V9-12 - When will Knowledge and Prophecy cease?
o When that which is perfect is come
 Perfect = mature, whole, or complete. It means to reach the end.
o Some think that this is referring to the completion of the Word of God.
 For at the completion of Scripture there was completeness and a
perfectness of true, prophecy, knowledge given to the church.
o Others believe it is referring to the future eternal state.
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The reason for this is that gift of both prophecy and knowledge will be
in existence in the millennial kingdom: Joel 2:28; Act. 2:17; Rev.
11:3. Isa. 29:18; Isa. 32:3-4.
Also the Scriptures do not allow us to see "face to face" or have perfect
knowledge as God does (1Cor. 13:12)

ETERNAL STATE

COMPLETE CANON

Love will never cease. In contrast, the prophecies
which exist at the present time will be ended when
God's people are home in heaven. While there is
the gift of knowledge just now, this will be
stopped when we reach the final consummation in
glory. (When Paul says, knowledge … will vanish
away, he cannot mean that there will be no
knowledge in heaven. He must be referring to the
gift of knowledge where by divine truth was
supernaturally imparted.

Love will never cease. While there are prophecies (at
the time of Paul), the need for such direct revelations
would end when the last book of the NT was completed.
Tongues were still in use in Paul's day, but they would
cease in and of themselves when the 66 books of the
Bible were finished, because they would no longer be
necessary to confirm the preaching of the apostles and
prophets (Mark 16:20; Heb. 2:3-4). Knowledge of
divine truth was being given by God to the apostles and
prophets, but this would also stop when the complete
body of Christian doctrine was once for all delivered.

13:9 In this life our knowledge is partial at best,
and so are our prophecies. There are many things
we do not understand in the Bible, and many
mysteries in the providence of God

We, i.e., the apostles know in part (in the sense that we
are still receiving inspired knowledge by direct
revelation from God), and we prophesy in part (because
we can only express the partial revelations we are
receiving).

13:10 But when that which is prefect has come,
ie., when we reach the perfect state in the eternal
world, then the gifts of partial knowledge and
partial prophecy will be done away.

But when that which is perfect has come, i.e., when the
Canon is complete by the last book's being added to the
NT, then periodic or piecemeal revelations of truth will
be stopped, and the telling forth of this truth will be
done away. There will be no more need for partial
revelations since the complete word of God will be here.

13:11 This life may be compared to childhood,
when our speech, understanding, and thoughts are
very limited and immature. The heavenly state is
comparable to full adulthood. Then our childish
condition will be a thing of the past.
13:12 As long as we are on earth, we see things
dimly and indistinctly, as if we were looking in a
blurry mirror. Heaven, by contrast will be like
seeing things face to face, i.e. , without anything
between to obscure the vision. Now our
knowledge is partial, but then we shall know just
as we also are know—which means more fully.
We will never have perfect knowledge, even in
heaven. Only God is omniscient. But our
knowledge will be vastly greater than it is now.

The sign gifts were connected with the childhood of the
church. The gifts were not childish; they were necessary
gifts of the Holy Spirit. But once the full revelation of
God was available in the Bible, the miracle gifts were
longer needed an were put aside. The word child here
means a baby without the full power of speech.
Now (during the apostolic age) we see in a mirror,
dimly. No single one of us (apostles) has received God's
full revelation. It is being given to us in portions, like
parts of a puzzle. When the Canon of Scripture is
complete, the obscurity will be removed and we will see
the picture in its entirety. Our knowledge (as apostles
and prophets) is partial at present. But when the last
book has been added to the NT, we will know more
fully and intimately than ever before.
Chart by William Macdonald
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Not matter how you view this, it is abundantly clear from the Scriptures that “tongues” and
miraculous sign gifts have fulfilled their purpose which was to authenticate the message of
the apostles. Neither view here supports the continuation of miraculous gifts. Very few
epistles in the New Testament teach or even indicate the continuance of any miraculous gifts
and neither does church history sufficiently account for it. What we see today in the
Charismatic/Pentecostal movement is nothing more than an emotional hysteria which has
opened the way for demonic activity in the church.
ROMANS 12:6-8: GIFTS THAT STILL REMAIN
-

Romans 12:6-8 is another list of spiritual gifts that are still operative today.
These are:
o Prophecy (v6) – Forth-telling
o Ministry (v7) – Serving
o Teaching (v7) – Expounding the Scriptures
o Exhorting (v8) – One who comes along side to help others and encourage
others. An exhorter helps those who are going astray, who are discouraged or
perhaps going through trials.
o Giving (v8) – This act of giving is both to the Lord’s work (generally through
the church), as well as giving individually to those who have needs.
o Ruling (v8) – Office of pastors and elders who rule over churches.
o Showing Mercy (v8) – Exercising kindness and mercy toward those in need.
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND TONGUES - 1COR. 14
-

The main lesson in this chapter is that all things in the church are to be done for the
purpose of edifying (1 Cor. 14:12 and 26).
o Edify = to build up or to construct.
 This is the purpose of the gifts and Christian ministry.
 There cannot be edification without understanding, knowledge and
meaning which are key words in this chapter.

TONGUES VS. PROPHESY: WHICH ONE EDIFIES THE MOST? - 14:1-12
-

-

-

V1-6 – These verses teach that prophesying is a superior gift to tongues simply
because it can be understood and therefore produces edification. God is the only one
who understands tongues that haven’t been interpreted, yet this is not the purpose of
spiritual gifts (v2). Tongues has very little profit in comparison to revelation,
knowledge, prophesy or doctrine.
o V4 – “He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself…” This is in
no way condoning the use of tongues for self-edification. All spiritual gifts are
for the purpose of edifying the body (12:7). Even chapter 14 is dedicated to
the use of tongues and prophesying specifically in the church. Spiritual gifts
are not so that we can communicate with God (v2) neither are they so that we
can edify ourselves (v4); they are for the edification of others/ the church.
V7-11 – Paul uses the illustration of instruments in that they must have a distinction
and variation in the sound they produce otherwise they will not communicate any
clear message. This is similar to speech. If we speak with words that are hard to be
understood or the message is unclear, what is the point? Every voice/sound in the
world has a significance; from the bird’s tweet, to the lion’s roar and to the human
language. However, if I do not know what the meaning of the sound is, I am as a
foreigner from a faraway land.
V12 – The application is made. You can be zealous of spiritual gifts but if you’re not
understood, you are not excelling in the purpose of the gifts which is the edification of
the church.
UNDERSTANDING IS THE KEY – 14:13-20

-

-

V13 - If you are going to speak in an unknown tongue you should pray that you may
also have the gift of interpretation, or find someone who does.
V14-15 – Even if you prayed in an unknown tongue, there is no benefit in that there
must be understanding or interpretation. The conclusion is this: pray in the spirit and
pray with the understanding also – if there is no understanding, there is no purpose.
V16-19 – Let the people say “Amen.” If they don’t understand what you’re saying,
how can they agree with you? You may be saying things that are thankworthy but
they are not edified because they don’t understand what you’re speaking. Paul was not
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against speaking in tongues (v18), however he was more concerned that people in the
church might have the understanding and thereby be edified.
V20 – Here he charges the Corinthians to grow up. Common sense should tell them
that edification is more important than their showing off of spiritual gifts. They were
children in this area of understanding, whereas they should be children when it comes
to malice.
THE SIGN OF TONGUES – 14:21-22
Tongues-speaking was a sign to unbelieving Israel – 1 Cor. 14:20-22
a. Because they missed the point that the purpose of tongues was for a sign to
unbelieving Jews.
i. Isaiah 28:11-12 ; 1 Cor. 14:22 - context unbelieving Jews.
b. Tongues were a sign to the unbelieving Jews. It was to show that God was
speaking to all nations calling all men to salvation. It was one of the signs used
to confirm the message of the Apostles, Mark 16:19-20.
c. Every case in the book of Acts where tongues are used, Jews were present.
d. Tongues were also a sign of coming judgement, which was prophesied in Isaiah
28:11-13 concerning the judgement of the Babylonians. This was a repeat of the
ways of God. The speaking of tongues should’ve served as a warning to Israel of
pending judgement. They would not hearken and therefore judgement would
come. This was again fulfilled in 70 A.D. at the destruction of the temple and the
city of Jerusalem by Emperor Titus.
e. Paul taught that tongues would cease separately to the revelatory gifts of
knowledge and prophecy.
i. 1 Cor. 13:8 – Mentions three gifts: Tongues, Prophecy, and Knowledge.
ii. V9 – Mentions the two gifts which are in “part”
iii. V10 – says that upon the completion of scripture those that are in part
shall be done away.

DOING THINGS DECENTLY AND IN ORDER – 14:23-40
-

-

-

V23-25 – Prophesy produces convincing and conviction of sin which leads to
repentance and glory to God. If an unbeliever comes into the assembly and hears
people speaking in tongues, how could he respond to the word? In fact, he would
think that these believers are mad! This will soon lead to his sin being exposed and his
brokenness and then worship. He will then testify that “truly God is in this place.”
V26- Paul then speaks of this “chaos” that was going on in the assembly. Everyone
had something they wanted to say, sing, share but the goal wasn’t edifying. Therefore,
Paul sets the order for the assembly under the basic principle: Let all things be done
unto edifying!
V27-28 - The rules concerning tongues were as follows:
(1) No more than two or three people to speak in tongues per service.
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-

-

-

-

-

-

(2) “…that by course” they were to do this one at a time, not speaking over
each other.
(3) Let there be an interpreter. If they could not uphold these rules they were
to keep silent and to pray inaudibly to God.
V29-31 – The rules concerning prophets prophesying were as follows:
(1) No more than two or three per service.
(2) The other prophets were to judge what was said.
(3) If while one was prophesying, another one had a revelation, the first
should keep silent and let the one who received the revelation share.
(4) Each prophet was to speak one at a time.
V32 –“The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.” The receiving of
revelation was not meant to be some kind of out-of-body, frantic experience. The
prophets are to exercise self-control and rule their spirits. Perhaps this had to do with
speaking too long; the way they received revelation, or interrupting one another.
V33 – This is the key to the whole theme of the chapter. God is not the author of
confusion. The word confusion means disorder, tumult, instability and commotion.
What was taking place a Corinth was confusion, and God was not the one behind it.
He wasn’t authoring it, this wasn’t His work. The church was disorderly in their
tongues speaking and prophesying, and this was not of God.
V34-35 – Women are to keep silent in the assembly. They were not permitted to
speak, nor ask questions so as to disrupt the meeting. They were not to speak in
tongues or to prophesy in the church. This is part of doing things decently and in
order. If they had questions they were to ask their husbands at home. It is considered a
shame for them to speak in the gathering of the saints. This instruction was given once
again as an expression of their submission and obedience as saith the law, Gen. 3:16.
V36-38 – Paul gives a stern challenge to the proud Corinthians who perhaps would’ve
contended with these strict rules he was laying down. Did the word of God originate
with you? Are you the source of the Word of God? Or just the recipients? If you think
you’re a prophet or a spiritual individual understand that what I write to you are the
commandments of the Lord. To reject these teachings will be an expression of wilful
ignorance.
V39-40 – Desire to prophesy, and don’t stop people from speaking in tongues.
However whatever you do, it should be done decently and in order; this will result in
edification.
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THE RESURRECTION - 1 COR. 15
INTRODUCTION
-

-

There were false teachers in Corinth who denied the resurrection who were impacting
the Church – 1 Cor. 15:12, 33,
The doctrine of the Resurrection was attacked in various ways in the 1 st century
o The Jewish Sadducees denied it – Matt. 22:23
o The pagan philosophers mocked it – Acts 17:32
o The false teachers changed it (spiritualized it) – 2 Tim. 2:18
Paul not only proves that the resurrection is real, but he also stresses the importance of
it and the fatal consequences of not believing it.
The resurrection lies at the heart of the Christian faith; this is the main thing that
separates Jesus from other false teachers.
o Mohammad – dead
o Buddha – dead
o Confucius – dead
o Jesus Christ – Alive – He is risen!
THE GOSPEL OF THE RESURRECTION - 1 COR. 15:1-4

-

-

-

V3- 4 – Paul declares the gospel of which the resurrection is essential.
a. V3 - The Death
i. Notice who died: Christ or Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ
ii. Notice why he died: For our sins – Rom. 6:23
iii. Notice that he died: According to the Scriptures – refers to prophecies
fulfilled in His death that were written down hundreds of years before
Jesus was born – Ps. 22; Isa. 53.
b. V4 – The Burial
i. Proved that He really died.
1. That’s why they didn’t break His legs – Jn. 19:31
ii. He was in the grave for three days and three nights.
c. V4 – The Resurrection
i. Fulfilled O.T scripture prophecy – Ps. 16:10
ii. Raised for our Justification– Rom. 4:25
iii. Declares that He is the Son of God – Rom. 1:4
iv. Proves that He was not a liar, for he prophesied of His own resurrection –
Matt. 16:21; 17:23; 20:19
V1-2 – Paul teaches us about how this gospel should be handled.
o V1 – It’s a gospel that must be preached. Paul preached it unto them.
o V1 – It’s a gospel that must be received. The Corinthians believed it.
 Received as a free gift through repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus.
V1-2 – Paul warns about certain responses to the Gospel.
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o V2 - Salvation requires keeping this one true gospel in memory.
 This is the same as “let us hold fast” mentioned in Hebrews 3:6; 10:23
 If an individual does not keep this gospel in memory, or hold to it, he
cannot be saved.
 To depart from the faith of the gospel is not to lose one’s salvation, but
it rather demonstrates that you never had saving faith to begin with!
o V2 - Salvation requires not believing in vain (2).
 Believing the wrong thing – Jn. 2:23-25
 “Believing” without repentance – Acts 20:21
 Believing in a false christ or gospel – 2 Cor. 11:3-4
THE PROOFS OF THE RE SURRECTION - 1 COR. 15:5-19, 29-34
1. Eye-witnesses –15:5-11
a. V5 - Cephas (Peter) and the 12 disciples.
b. V6 - 500 brethren at once – The majority of these witnesses are still alive go ask
them! “In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.”
– Matt. 18:16
c. V7 - James and the Apostles
d. V8 - Paul
i. V9-11 – Paul considered himself to be unworthy to be called an Apostle
because he was once a persecutor of the church of God. However, he
knew that he was what he was by the grace of God. He attributed
everything he accomplished to the grace of God. Therefore, it doesn’t
make a difference who preached to these people a Corinth; the important
thing is that they believed what was being preached.
1. Acts 1:3 – “Many infallible proofs…” These were during His 40
day ministry on earth after His resurrection.
2. Consequences: If there is no resurrection – 15:12-19
a. V13 - Christ is not risen – therefore he was a liar. Mark 10:34
b. V14 - The apostolic preaching was in vain.
c. V14 - There is no salvation and their faith is in vain.
d. V15 - The apostles were false witnesses, so then also the N.T. Scriptures.
e. V17 - You are still dead in your sins and on your way to hell.
f. V18 - Your believing loved-ones have perished – just ceased to exist, no future.
g. V19 - We are most miserable. All our believing is in a Christ not risen? Without
hope of heaven and a resurrection? If this is true, we are to be the most pitiful
people on this earth. They were suffering in hope of the resurrection.
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THE ORDER OF THE RES URRECTION’S - 15:20-28
1. Christ the “First fruits” - 15:20-23
a. First-fruits = O.T feast, depicting Christ’s resurrection from the dead.
i. The feast occurred at the beginning of harvest when the first part of the
crop became ripe. The farmer would take the first ripe crop and offer it to
the Lord in the Temple or at the Tabernacle gate. This was a pledge or a
foretaste of much more harvest to come.
b. So our Lord Jesus is the first fruits of the resurrection, thus giving us the hope of
our resurrection to come!
2. Saints of God –15:23b
a. “They that are Christ’s” – those who are born again, will be raised up at the
rapture.
i. The dead in Christ shall rise first – 1 Thess. 4:16
ii. Then we which are alive and remain will be raptured – 1 Thess. 4:17
3. Unsaved raised in judgement - 15:24-28
a. V24 – “Then cometh the end…” this refers not to the “end of time” but the end
of the resurrection, the last of the resurrections. This will take place at the end of
the millennium which will be a resurrection unto judgement, particularly “The
Great White Throne Judgement” – Rev. 20:11-15
THE BODY OF THE RESURRECTION - 15:35-50
-

-

-

V35-36 - Paul presents two possible questions raised up by the “fools” that doubt the
resurrection. The two questions are:
o How are the dead raised up?
o And with what body to they come?
V36 - He answers the first question by using the illustration of a seed. If they are dead
how can they raise up? In other words, if there is no life in them how then are they
quickened? Life produces life; how then can death produce life? The only way a seed
can produce new life is through death. Jesus also states this truth in John 12:24.
V37-38 - He answers here the next question: What body do they come? Paul explains,
using the illustration of a seed again, that the seed and the plant a different yet they
have similar characteristics. The plant and the seed are very different, yet the plant
develops its features based upon the makeup of the seed. The fact is that it has a body.

1. Variation within Resurrection Bodies – 1 Cor. 15:39-41
a. V39 - There is flesh, but there are variations of the flesh – animals, humans,
birds, fish etc. God is a God of variety. Each person He created is unique. This
pattern will be followed in the resurrection.
b. He created us with earthly bodies and so He has the ability to make us heavenly
bodies.
i. V40 - Terrestrial – of this earth, human bodies
ii. V40 - Celestial – above the earth, heavenly bodies.
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c. V41 – There are many differences between the sun, moon and stars; so there will
be great differences between the mortal and immortal bodies. The sun, moon,
and stars are as “heavenly bodies” and even they differ among themselves.
2. What Kind of Body Will We Have? – 1 Cor. 15:42-50
a. The resurrection body is:
i. V42 - An incorruptible body, eternal.
ii. V43 - A glorious body, powerful, beautiful, and splendorous – won’t be
dishonourable like our earthly bodies which are fading, weak and fragile.
iii. V44- 46 - A spiritual body– Not flesh and blood
1. V45 – Adam was made a living soul, whereas Jesus was one who
was a life-giving spirit. We will be patterned after the Lord Jesus,
not like Adam who our earthly bodies resemble.
2. Like Jesus’ resurrection body – 1 Jn. 3:2
a. He walked through walls and could appear and disappear
– Jn. 2-:19; Luke 24:30-31
iv. V47-49 - A heavenly body. Our resurrection bodies shall bear the image
of Christ.
MYSTERY OF THE RESURRE CTION - 15:50-57
-

-

-

-

V50 – Flesh and blood (this earthly body) is not going to inherit the kingdom of God,
it is not going to inherit incorruption unless it is changed!
V51 – What will happen? The mystery revealed here is something that hasn’t been
written of before in the Scripture. There is never a reference to the fact that not all of
us are going to die and that we are going to receive new bodies and be changed.
V52 – When will this happen? This is going to happen at the trumpet call of God to
rapture his saints. It is not referring to the last trumpet of the judgements but rather the
last trumpet call for the church 1 Thess. 4:16.
V53-54 - How will it happen? The bodies that have perished (rotten and gone), will
put on a new body that shall never perish! The mortality of man will turn to
immortality. Then that blessed saying of Isaiah 25:8 shall be fulfilled – “Death is
swallowed up in victory…” This describes the conditions of heaven and the New
Jerusalem.
V55-56 – Here it is helpful to view death as a bee. O death where is thy sting? Death
no longer has a bite, a sting or power to harm in light of the resurrection. O grave
where is the victory? How can the grave shout victory when the battle is not yet over?
The battle is always won by the resurrection; he has the last punch! The sting of death
is sin the reason why death has so much power and does so much harm is due to sin
which leads to hell. The strength of sin is the law the law exposes sin giving it
strength over us in condemning us.
o Romans 3:19-20; Romans 8:1-3 – the law produces the knowledge of sin and
makes us guilty before God, it is also referred to as the law of sin and death.
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-

V57 – Yet although sin is the power force behind death and although the law
strengthens sin by condemning us, we have hope and victory! This victory comes
through Jesus Christ our Lord. He defeated sin on the cross; he defeated the law on
that cross and will by the resurrection deliver us from the presence of sin once and for
all. Both the law and sin are mentioned here which are the two things that Christ has
delivered us from – Romans 6:7, 14; Romans 7:1-6.
THE FINAL CHARGE

-

-

Paul charges these believers to be steadfast in light of the false teaching which was
causing them to doubt the resurrection. In v33, he exhorts them and warns them that:
“Evil communications corrupt good manners…” He calls them to separation; a place
where they will not be easily deceived.
He then proceeds to give a final charge to these beloved brethren:
o Be ye steadfast – Sit down on that truth and never let it go
o Unmovable – firm, persistent
o Always abounding – Always busy in the Lord’s work.
o Our labour is not in vain in the Lord – Because this life is not the end, there is
a resurrection from the dead and there is eternity! Our labour is recognized.
Heb. 6:10.
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THE EPISTLE’S FINAL THINGS - 1 COR. 16
THE COLLECTION - 16:1-4
1. V2 - The day of Collection
a. Giving is a form of worship.
i. The believers were instructed to give on Sunday (the first day of the
week)
ii. This was when believers worshipped – Acts 20:7
b. Sunday is associated with the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
i. He arose on the first day of the week – Mark 16:9
ii. He ascended to Heaven on the first day – John 20:17
c. The Sabbath was the O.T. day of worship, yet the apostles and early Christians
worshipped the Lord on the day of His resurrection.
2. V2 - Who was to give?
a. “Let every one of you” – Each believer is commanded to give unto the Lord both
poor and rich.

3. V2 - How much were they to give?
a. “As God hath prospered him” – This was according to as they had purposed in
their hearts. It was a freewill offering which would be out of thanksgiving to the
blessing and provisions of God for them.
4. V3 – Where was their money going?
a. To the needs of the poor saints at Jerusalem.
PAUL’S PROP OSED VISIT TO CORINTH - 16:5-9
-

-

V7 -Paul recognized the Lord in his plans
o Paul desired to visit Corinth, if the Lord permitted.
o We should always commit our plans to the Lord as did the apostle Paul.
V9 - Paul recognized the opposition
o Whenever God works the devil opposes.
o This is why there are always difficulties when preaching the gospel and
planting churches. We need to be aware of the spiritual warfare.
TIMOTHY AND APOLLOS - 16:10-12

-

-

Paul had sent Timothy and Erastus to minister to the churches in Macedonia, Acts
19:22.
o He states in this epistle that they might visit Corinth.
Paul instructed the church to treat Timothy in a proper godly manner.
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o God’s people need to be instructed and warned about their duties toward
preachers and church leaders – 1 Thess. 5:12-13; 1 Tim. 5:1718; Heb. 13:7,17
o Carnal Christians often give godly preachers a lot of trouble. So Paul instructs
the church at Corinth to not give him any trouble.
V12 – Paul urged Apollos to come but he was unable to come to Corinth.
o Apollos was a mighty preacher – Acts 18:24 – 19:1
FINAL CHALLENGE AND FARE WELL - 16:13-24

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

V13 - Paul exhorts them to be watchful and strong and spiritually courageous.
o He tells them to “quit you like men” – which means be a man, be strong. Play
the man. Show yourselves to be men.
V14 - Paul reminds them also to be charitable in their attitudes.
o Be as firm as a rock in your position and as sweet as honey in your character.
o Stand firm and don’t compromise, but show the love of Christ in your attitude.
V15-18 - Instruction to the house of Stephanas and to Stephanas, Fortunatus and
Achaicus.
o The household of Stephanas – “the first fruits of Achaia.” This means they
were the first to come to Christ in that region.
o This family had addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints – The word
addicted refers to the ministry being their life. They set themselves to it, they
appointed themselves to it, they were absolutely determined.
 They loved to serve others and be hospitable toward them.
V16 - The church was instructed to submit themselves to them.
o To show them respect and honour them for their service to Christ.
o The people at Corinth were to follow their example.
V17-18 - They were an encouragement to Paul and they refreshed him instead of
burdening him.
 Do you seek to be a blessing or a burden to your Pastor?
V19-20 - Paul sends greetings from Aquila and Priscilla and all the brethren.
o “Holy Kiss” – customary greeting of that day, still common in Middle Eastern
culture. The kiss was “holy,” not a sensual one. It was sanctified.
V21 - Paul usually had a secretary who penned down his epistles – Rom. 16:22
o But he signed the epistles with his own name – 2 Thess. 3:17
V22 – Anathema Maranatha = Let him be accursed at the coming of our Lord.
o This was a warning to those who loved not the Lord. Perhaps specifically in
reference to false teachers and nominal Christians or unbelievers within the
church. They will eternally be under the curse of God.
V23 - Paul reminds them that God’s grace is available.
o Both saving grace and serving grace.
V24 - Paul expresses his love to the church at Corinth.
o He expresses his love to them all, even the carnal ones.
o This is not a natural human love, but rather the love of Christ.
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