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THE EPISTLES TO THE 

THESSALONIANS 

OBJECTIVES 

GENERAL OBJECTIVE: 

 To survey the books of 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Thessalonians discovering along the way some key verses 

and features of this epistle. The student should be able to comprehend the background, and 

understand the specific purpose of each chapter of the book.  

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES: 

The student will develop a fuller understanding of 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Thessalonians which will be 

achieved by being taught the subjects of each chapter and also dealing with “problem” 

passages throughout the course. 

COURSE OUTLINE – 1 THESSALONIANS 

Introduction – Background and Setting 

 

1. Reviewing their Past – 1 Thessalonians 1-3 

a. The Conversion of the Church – 1 

b. The Conduct of the Church Planters – 2 

c. Their Comrades in Conflict – 3 

 

2. Re-educating their Future – 1 Thessalonians 4-5 

a. The Chastity of the Church – 4:1-12 

b. The Coming of Christ – 4:13-18 

c. The Coming Cataclysm – 5:1-11 

d. The Concluding Commandments – 5:12-28 

COURSE OUTLINE – 2 THESSALONIANS 

Introduction – Background and Setting 

1. The Day of the LORD - 1-3 

a. Day of Doom - 1 

b. Day of Destruction - 2 

c. Dealing with the Disorderly - 3 
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REQUIREMENTS 

• Quizzes – Weekly quizzes may be expected from the notes. 

• Examinations - There will be an examination which must be satisfactorily completed. 

• Assignments – There will be various assignments given where the student will be 

 assigned a portion of Scripture for interpretation.  

 

GRADING 

The final grade will be calculated as follows: 

 Class Assignments   30% 

 Reading Assignments   15% 

 Quizzes    25% 

 Examinations    30% 

The grading system for reporting is as follows: 

 A   95-100% 

 B   85-95% 

 C   80-85% 

 D   70-80%  

 F   < 70% 

**Assignments must be handed in on time and the findings discussed in class. All 

assignments must be completed to satisfy the course requirements. Late assignments will 

attract a loss of 10% per late day to the grade. 
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HOMEWORK 

Each week the students are required to complete the required homework before next lesson. 

ASSIGNMENT ONE: THE DAY OF THE LORD – MIN. 5,000 WORDS. 

 Its span – When will the Day of the LORD commence and how long will it last? 

o 3 ½ years – 7 years or 1 day – when does it end? 

 Its subjects – Who will be in the Day of the LORD?  

o Note the relationship of the Church/Unbeliever/Jew/Gentile to the day. 

 Its purpose – What is the day of the LORD meant to achieve? 

 Its Contents – Overview the specifics of that day. 

o Consider the judgements, events, and people of that day. 

 

Week 1  

Read: Wiersbe N.T. Commentary 1 Thessalonians – Chapters 1 to 3 

Memorize: 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 

 

Week 2 

Read: Wiersbe N.T. Commentary 1 Thessalonians – Chapters 4 to 6  

 

Week 3  

Read: Wiersbe N.T. Commentary 1 Thessalonians – Chapters 7 to 9 

 

Week 4 

Read: Wiersbe N.T. Commentary 2 Thessalonians – Chapters 1 to 3  

 

Week 5 

Read: The Rapture Question – John F. Walvoord – Preface to Chapter 1 

Memorize: 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 

 

Week 6 

Read: The Rapture Question – John F. Walvoord – Chapter 2 to 3 

 

Week 7 

Read: John Phillips – The Rapture Question – John F. Walvoord – Chapter 4 to 5 
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Week 8 

Read: The Rapture Question – John F. Walvoord – Chapter 6 to 11 – due after holidays 

 

HOLIDAYS:  

ASSIGNMENT TWO: CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:  

APPROX. 1,500 WORDS 

1 Thess. 4:13-18 – Is soul sleep Biblical? Do people sleep in the graves unconscious awaiting 

the resurrection? Or when a person dies are they still conscious and in a certain place? Refute 

the false doctrine of soul sleep scripturally.  

OR 

Survey the Bible concerning the doctrine of church discipline. How does 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 

14-15 fit in relation to church discipline and how should these Scriptures be applied in the 

21st Century? 

 

Week 9 

Read: The Rapture Question – John F. Walvoord – Chapter 11 to 12 

 

Week 10 

Read: The Rapture Question – John F. Walvoord – Chapter 13 to 14 

Memorize: 1 Thessalonians 5:14 

 

 

Week 11 

Read: The Rapture Question – John F. Walvoord – Chapter 15 to 16 

 

 

Week 12 

Read: The Rapture Question – John F. Walvoord – Chapter 17 to 20 

Memorize: 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 

 

 

Week 13: Study for Exam  
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FIRST THESSALONIANS 

INTRODUCTION 
BACKGROUND AND SETTING 

I. THE CITY  

 The city was located on the Thermaic gulf, also known as the Gulf of Salonika. 

 Thessalonica was originally called Therma around 315 B.C. It was later called 

Salonica and today Thessaloniki.  

 It was the capital of Macedonia (168 B.C.) and was called the “mother of all 

Macedon.”  

 During Paul’s day there was an estimated population of 200,000 people.  

 It was a city of great trade and was also a shipping centre.  

 The Egnatian Way (which was the main Roman road reaching from Rome to Istanbul 

and into Turkey), ran through this city placing it in a very important location.  

II. THE CHURCH 

 Paul, Silas and Timothy coming from out from Philippi departed into Thessalonica 

(cf. Acts 16:40; Acts 17:1). 

 It was on Paul’s second missionary journey that he established the church. It was 

made up of Jews and also many Gentiles – 1:9 “…ye turned to God from idols…”  

 Acts 17:2 - Paul spent 3 sabbath days reasoning out of the Scriptures with Jews in the 

synagogue at Thessalonica. 

 “Reasoned” – dialegomai – this is where we get our word dialogue from. 

 “Three sabbath days” – some believe Paul was only here for three weeks in 

Thessalonica. Others believe he stayed approximately three months for the 

following reasons: 

 In 1 Thess. 2:9; 3:8 – it mentions of tent making work. 

 Philippians 4:16 – Paul received 2 gifts from the Philippians 

160km away. 

 The amount of doctrinal content the Thessalonians had 

knowledge of.  

 Paul encountered opposition from those Jews which believed not. They being moved 

with envy set the city in an uproar assaulting the house of Jason where Paul and his 

companions were lodging.  

 In Thessalonica Paul and his companions were spoken of as “…these which have 

turned the world upside down…”  Acts 17:6. 

“It was an unintended compliment.”  

        William Macdonald 
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 Acts 17:10 – “And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto 

Berea.” Yet it wasn’t very long after that the same Jews from Thessalonica, after 

hearing Paul was in Berea, came down and stirred up the people there.  

III. THE EPISTLE 

 This epistle was written by Paul but Silvanus (Silas) and Timotheus (Timothy) are 

included within the greeting and throughout the epistle. 

 Most of the first person plural pronouns (we, us, our) include all three. 

 Date of writing is approx. 51 A.D. It written from Corinth, making this one of Paul’s 

earliest epistles.  

 The Theme: Jesus is coming again 

 Each chapter concludes with a mention of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 

– cf. 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:13-17; 5:23. 

 Both 1 and 2 Thessalonians combined give the most eschatological insight for the 

New Testament believer apart from the book of Revelation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The letter, though official, is not stiff nor condescending. It reveals a quick, intelligent sympathy 

with the burdens and sufferings of the church, and a full appreciation of their patience and 

fidelity. They are the subject of the Apostle's thoughts, wishes, and prayers; they are his joy and 

his crown. 

          M. R. Vincent 
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REVIEWING THEIR PAST 
CHAPTERS 1 TO 3 

THE CONVERSION OF THE CHURCH 
CHAPTER ONE 

I. PROOF OF CONVERSION – V1-4 

 V1 – Greeting – Paul, Silvanus, Timotheus. 

 Silvanus is Silas 

 Timotheus is Timothy cf. Acts 16:1.  

 V2-3 – Paul declares his continual thankfulness to God for the church. He made 

mention of them in his prayers and remembered them without ceasing.  

 v3.  Paul remembered three things concerning them:  

 

1) Work of Faith 

a. Referring to the fruit of their faith. It was an active working faith. cf. Jam. 

2:17-18.  

b. It was evidenced in their repentance v9 – “how ye turned to God from 

idols.” Their trust was now in the Lord! 

 

2) Labour of Love 

a. Refers to their toil for the Lord. They showed their love to God by service to 

Him. 

b. V9 – “…to serve the living and true God…”  

i. Genesis 29:20 – “Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they 

seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.”  

 

3) Patience of Hope 

a. Patience of hope – enduring expectation – continuing to hope. 

i. Titus 2:13 – “Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious 

appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ…”  

b. v10 – “…and to wait for his Son from heaven…” the practical expression of 

hope. 

 

 V4 – “Knowing brethren your election of God.”  

 These above three things assured Paul of their election, namely their salvation. 

 This passage does not deal with God’s basis for election, but rather evidences 

of election in a sense that is synonymous with salvation.  
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REFLECTIONS REGARDING ELECTION: 

 A Sure Election? 

 

 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: 

for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 2 Peter 1:10 

 

 The failure of professing believers to add to their faith resulted in a warning 

from Peter to make their calling and election sure.  

 Problem: If election is unconditional and the calling effectual, how then am I as 

a passive agent to make it sure?  

 The word election here once again is synonymous with salvation.  

 

 The Basis of Election. 

 

 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the 

Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and 

peace, be multiplied. 1 Peter 1:2 

  

 God’s election is according to His foreknowledge. The words “according to” 

mean in harmony with. God’s election is in harmony with His foreknowledge.  

 The word “foreknowledge” in the Scriptures is translated from the Greek word 

προγινώσκω which simply means “to know beforehand, that is, foresee.” 

 Foreknowledge has no concept of altering a decision, but rather it embraces the 

knowledge of a decision.  

 There is no inference in the definition of foreknowledge that indicates a 

connection with predestination. 

II. THE POWER OF CONVERSION – V5-10 

 V5 – Their gospel came to Thessalonica: 

 “Not in word only” - “Our preaching was not merely declamation, a hollow 

and heartless rhetoric.” Lightfoot  

 “But…in power” – We came not to appeal to your intellect or logic alone yet 

rather to impart a message of divine energy. 

 “In the Holy Ghost” – The ministry and enablement of the Holy Ghost. All 

the graces of God’s Spirit at work as we delivered the gospel! 

 “In much assurance” - no doubt in our minds, with full confidence of our 

message.  

 V6-7 – This resulted in their following of the apostles to the point that they became 

examples to those in the region Macedonia and Achaia.   

 V8 - The word “sounded out” comes from two words ek which means “out” and the 

word echeo which means “echo forth, resound.” We get our English word echo from 

the latter.  

 It carries the idea of a trumpet or thunder resounding, and echoing. 
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 V8 - “That we need not to speak anything.” – Word got around concerning the 

Thessalonians glorious conversion. Their echoing of the gospel and their transformed 

lives spoke volumes. 

 V9 – “For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you…”  

 They – refer to those affected by the testimony of the Thessalonians. 

 Us – refers to the apostles. 

 You – refers to the Thessalonians. 

 The effect that the Thessalonians had on others were a testimony of to the kind 

of ministry Paul had amongst them.   

 V9 – “How ye turned to God from idols…” This is clear evidence of repentance. Their 

idols lost their glitter and glam when they came face to face with God Almighty 

through the powerful preaching of the gospel. 

 V9 – “to serve the living and true God…” Contrasted with dead, false, idols. They 

were free to serve the living and true God. This is the fruit of true repentance.  

 V10 – “And to wait for his Son from heaven…” The word wait is made up of two 

words, ana and meno. The word ana literally means up and the word meno is the 

same word for abide, wait, continue, remain. The word wait is in the present tense. 

 They were continually waiting up for the return of Jesus. This is the language 

of an imminent, at any moment return.  

 

REFLECTIONS REGARDING THE IMMINENT RETURN OF CHRIST 

 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Philippians 4:5 

 

 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is 

our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: 

let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. 

Romans 13:11-12 

 

 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 

waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he 

receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the 

coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye 

be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door. James 5:7-9 

People will wait up for the arrival of an individual if they’re convinced that that individual could 

arrive at any moment. They will not go to bed at a normal time; they will wait up for him to arrive 

because they’re convinced that he could come at any moment. If they knew he could not come, say, 

for another five hours they wouldn’t wait up for him beyond their normal time they’d go to bed. 

They would sleep for the five hours and have their alarm wake them up five hours later so that they 

would be awake whenever he would come… 

          Renald E. Showers 
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 “At hand” – eggus – near, nigh, ready. 

 “draweth nigh…” – is at hand, near, night, ready. 

 “the judge standeth at the door.” – The Lord is before the door, ready to enter 

in at any moment. It is a warning to carnal Christians of the imminent return of 

Christ and the need for readiness.  

 Attitude of nearness to the Lord’s return to helps promote godly living. There 

was not a “7 or 3 ½” year warning to start living holy before he came.  

 

 And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the 

holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly 

be done. Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the 

prophecy of this book. And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of 

this book: for the time is at hand…And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 

with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. He which testifieth these 

things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 

22:6-7, 10-12, 20 

 

 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 1 

Peter 4:7 

 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not 

forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. [at 

hand, near] Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

 For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Hebrews 

10:37 

 The coming of the Lord is always near, a little while more, at hand, or about 

to come quickly because it is imminent. There is no “time frame,” it is at any 

moment. 

 

 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and 

remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 1 

Thessalonians 4:15 

 

 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed…1 

Corinthians 15:51 

 Paul thought he might see the day, he thought it might come before he died. 

 

 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. Revelation 2:25 

 Jesus told the church at Thyatira to hold fast till He come. If they were 

expecting him to come in their lifetime, how much more should we expect his 

return in ours? 
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 The word “come” is the word arrive and before it is the Greek word an which 

is the word whensoever specifically implying definite uncertainty.  

 

 V10 – “…Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.” – Present tense – the 

wrath that is coming. This is an eschatological wrath. This is true for several reasons: 

 Context of the epistle is eschatology i.e. the coming of Christ.  

 These believers thought that they were in the Day of the Lord – 2 Thess. 2:2.  

 Wrath is more often used in Scripture to define the period of the Great 

Tribulation than hell. Lk. 21:23; 1 Thess. 5:9; Rev. 6:16, 17; 11:18; 14:8, 10, 

19; 15:7; 16:1, 19; 19:15. The O.T. theme of the wrath of God is also closely 

connected to the Day of the LORD.  

 It is unlikely that Paul is assuring them of something they already obviously 

know to be true. What was in question was not eternal wrath but 

eschatological wrath.  
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THE CONDUCT OF THE CHURCH PLANTERS 
CHAPTER TWO 

I. OUR ENTRANCE – V1-2  

 V1 - Their entrance unto Thessalonica was not empty, fruitless or without success. 

 V2 – Even though they had suffered before they came to Thessalonica at Philippi 

(Acts 16:22-24), it did not alter their evangelistic approach to the Thessalonians. 

 V2 – “…we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much 

contention.”  

 Their boldness was derived from God. It wasn’t self-motivated, fleshly rage 

but rather Holy Spirit boldness. Cf. Acts 4:23-31 (apostles’ prayer for 

boldness.) 

 The contention is not in relation to their approach, rather to what they faced. 

There was much contention surrounding their efforts, cf. Acts 17:5-9 

II. OUR EXHORTATION – V3-12 

 V3-5 – “For our exhortation was not…” 

 V3 – “of deceit” – ek planē - out of deceit or error. Their exhortation did not 

proceed out of error, or deceitful teaching; it proceeded from truth. It refers 

not to the manner of their exhortation, but the origin.  

 V3 – “of uncleanness” Out of impurity, in reference to their motivation. 

 V3 – “in guile” Lit. To catch with bait, implying trickery, and craftiness. 

 V4 – “…pleasing men, but God…”  cf. Gal. 1:10 

 V5 – “… (with) flattering words…” These are twisted words used by those 

who seek to gain influence over others. A common practice amongst orators 

who selfishly tried to benefit off others. 

 V5 – “…by a cloke of covetousness.” A pretence of greediness. To this Paul 

says that “God is witness.” He is the True witness to man’s heart. 

 V6 – “…nor of men sought we glory…” They were not concerned to receive the 

honour of men, the Thessalonians, or others; they desired the honour which came 

from God. 

 V6 – “…we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.” 

 They desired not in any way to be a burden to these believers, even though 

they “could have” by their authoritative apostolic position. 

 Possible reference to financial burden, cf. 2 Cor. 12:13; 1 Cor. 9:11-12, 18. 

 V7-9 – “But we were…” 

 V7 – “…gentle among you…” Mild, kind. Appears  one other time in N.T. 

 

And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In 

meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance 

to the acknowledging of the truth; And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the 

devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. 

          2 Timothy 2:24-26 
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 V7 – “…even as a nurse cherisheth her children…” Such a gentle, tender love 

toward the Thessalonians. They were as nursing mother’s treasuring their own 

children. 

 V8 “…affectionately desirous of you…” They yearned, and longed for their 

wellbeing. Not only were they willing to give the gospel, but also their souls 

for them.  

 V9 – “...not…chargeable unto any of you…” They laboured night and day 

(most probably tent-making) so that they could preach unto them the gospel 

freely. 

 V10 – Paul employs three adverbs describing their behaviour to which both God and 

Thessalonians were witnesses: 

 “Holily” – devoutly toward God. 

 “Justly” – righteously toward men. 

 “Unblameably” – faultlessly, blameless.  

 V11 – Paul employs three verbs to describe how his ministry toward them was as a 

father toward his children. 

 “Exhorted” – cont. tense – come alongside and beseech them forward in 

holiness. 

 “Comforted” – cont. tense – to help support, and strengthen in trials. 

 “Charged” – cont. tense – testified to them. Pressing home the truth to the 

hearers. 

 V12 – He did this so that they might walk worthy of God who had called them into 

His kingdom and His glory.  

 

III. FURTHER REMARKS 

 Regarding Thanksgiving: V13 – Paul had another cause to thank God without 

ceasing. It was because the Thessalonians received the word of God, not as the word 

of men, but truly as the Word of God. It is the word which works efficiently in those 

who believe its truth. 

 

Child “walks worthy of a parent” when he lives in such way as to reflect honour on that parent for 

the method in which he has trained him; when he so lives as to bring no disgrace on him, so as not 

to pain his heart by misconduct, or so as to give no occasion to any to speak reproachfully of him. 

           Albert Barnes   

Someone has said that the gospel is not the kind of message that man would invent if he could, nor is 

it a message that he could invent if he would. 

         Bible Knowledge Commentary
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 Regarding Sufferings - V14-16 – The Thessalonians became followers of the 

churches in Judaea. They also were being persecuted by their own countrymen (the 

Jews).  

 V15 - They killed Jesus, their own prophets and were presently persecuting 

the apostles. All of these were their “own countrymen.”  

 V16 – Jewish opposition was so strong that they stopped the apostles from 

speaking salvation to the Gentiles. The result was that their cup of their sin 

was being filled to the brim!  

 V16 - “…for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost…” This either 

refers to past or future wrath. Here are 4 possible meanings: 

1) Historically: past wrath. Babylonian captivity, approx. 586 B.C. 

2) Predictively: future wrath. Destruction of temple 70 A.D. 

3) Prophetically: future wrath. The time of Jacobs’ trouble, Daniel’s 70
th

 

week i.e. the Great tribulation cf. Jeremiah 30:7. 

4) Eternally: future wrath. The eternal wrath of God upon unbelievers in 

hell.  

 V16 - “…to fill up their sin alway…” and “…to the uttermost [to the end].” 

These two statements imply a future complete national judgement. This 

judgement is due to their consistent rebellion which has filled up the 

storehouse of the wrath of God against them, cf. Gen. 15:16; Romans 2:5-6 

 

 Regarding Paul’s Visit – v17-18 – Paul desired to soon be with the Thessalonians 

hoping for only a short time of separation. There was a satanic hindrance withholding 

a revisit. 

 

 Regarding Paul’s Crown of Rejoicing – v19-20 – They were his hope, joy, and 

crown of rejoicing. His hope in that he looked forward to their presence with him in 

heaven. His joy in that their testimony rejoiced his heart. His crown of rejoicing in 

that they were his heavenly reward. 

 V19 –“…are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 

coming?” At the time of the coming of the Lord, the Thessalonian believers 

will be in the presence of the Lord (before, in front of) before the Bema seat 

and they would be unto Paul a crown of rejoicing! 

 

REFLECTIONS REGARDING THE COMING OF THE LORD 

 The Coming. 

 The word coming is the word parousia and it means a presence with, a coming 

along side. Commonly used in relation to the arrival of a king, or one in 

authority.  

 It does not only mark a point in time but also can include a period of time. 

 Note the following examples: 
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 I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: 

for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. 1 

Corinthians 16:17 

 

 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we 

may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 1 

John 2:28 

 

 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 

presence [parousia] only, but now much more in my absence, work out 

your own salvation with fear and trembling. Philippians 2:12 

  

 The coming of the Lord has a beginning point (the Rapture) and has a span time that 

involves the Judgement Seat of Christ and the Marriage of the Lamb extending to the 

time when the Lord is revealed from heaven to set up His earthly kingdom.  

 The parousia is not restricted to the rapture but can also include the coming of the 

Lord to earth with his saints. Cf. Matt. 24:3, 27, 37. The audience and context 

determine the event.  

 

For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our 

Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? 

1 Thessalonians 2:19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even in English, the word coming is used in this way. For instance, “Christ's coming to Galilee 

brought healing to multitudes.” Here we do not mean the day He arrived in Galilee but the whole 

period of time He spent in that area. So when we think of Christ's coming, we should think of a 

period of time rather than an isolated event. 

          William Macdonald 
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THEIR COMRADES IN CONFLICT  
CHAPTER THREE 

I. PAUL SENDS TIMOTHY – V1-5  

 V1-2 – Paul could no longer endure this separation from the Thessalonians so he 

thought it best to divide up the team and send Timothy to them. Notice how he 

describes Timothy. 

 V2 – “…our brother…” 

 V2 – “…minister of God…” diakonos – a servant. 

 V2 – “…our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ.” 

 V2 – He would be sent to establish and comfort (encourage) them in their faith. 

 V3-4 – Timothy would establish and comfort them in their faith so that they would 

not be moved by these persecutions which are the appointed lot of all Christians, cf. 2 

Timothy 3:12. 

 V5 – Paul was concerned for their faith. He feared that the tempter (Satan) had 

tempted them and undone all that Paul had done.  

 “…the tempter have tempted you…” This refers to Satan’s attempt to devour 

young Christians from being steadfast in the faith, cf. 1 Peter 5:8. 

II. TIMOTHY’S REPORT - V6-10 

 V6 – Timothy upon his return had good news for Paul. These following areas are a 

good indication that your ministry of the gospel in a certain area has been effective: 

 V6 – “…good tidings of your faith….” Their work of faith!, cf. 1:3 

 V6 – “…good tidings of your….charity.” Their labour of love!,  cf.1:3 

 V6 – “…good remembrance of us…” they hadn’t forgotten those that God 

used to impact their lives through the gospel. 

 V6 – “…desiring greatly to see us…” 

 V7-8 – This good report was a comfort to Paul during his time of affliction and 

distress. Paul’s quality of living depended on the condition of the Thessalonians. 

Their perseverance meant his joy; their failure his misery. 

 V9– “For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy…” Was 

there any more thanksgiving that Paul could give to God for them? They filled his 

heart with joy and thankfulness.  

 V10 – Here we are given some insight to how he prayed for the church: 

 Constantly – Night and Day. 

 Fervently – praying exceedingly. 

 Specifically – that we might see your face. That was their prayer request. 

 Selflessly – that we might perfect that which is lacking in your faith. 

III. PAUL’S PRAYER – V11-13 

 V11 – the word “direct” means made straight. It’s prayer for a clear path in coming to 

them. 
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 V12 – That the Lord would make them to increase and superabound in their love for 

the brethren and the lost. They were to follow the pattern of Paul’s love for them!  

 V13 – Paul’s prayer was for a specific purpose. The intention was so that the Lord 

Jesus could stablish (confirm) their hearts unblameable in holiness before God at His 

coming with all His saints. 

REFLECTIONS REGARDING THE 1 THESSALONIANS 3:13 

 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our 

Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. 1 Thessalonians 

3:13 

 

There are two main views: 

 Referring to the Rapture: 

 The phrase “with all his saints” refers to all the souls of the “dead in Christ” 

of 4:14 - “…even so them which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.”  

 The argument basically indicates that there is never a time where Jesus will 

come with literally “all” his saints. There are always saints upon the earth in 

every dispensation. 

 Therefore v13 means that at (in) the rapture our hearts will be made 

unblameable in holiness before God.  

 Post-tribulationists use this verse to teach that the rapture and the 2
nd

 Advent 

are the same event and that there is no distinction between Christ coming with 

His saints and for His saints.  

 

 Referring to 2
nd

 Advent: 

 The words “with all his saints” refer to the 2
nd

 Advent matching the rest of 

Scripture as the same event. Note the following: 

 

 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 

Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof 

toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half 

of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. And ye 

shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach 

unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of 

Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.  

Zechariah 14:4-5 

 

 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that 

believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. 2 Thessalonians 

1:10 

 

 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the 

Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to 
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convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 

ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken 

against him. Jude 1:14-15 

 

 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine 

linen, white and clean. Revelation 19:14 

 

 Does this then mean that we will be on earth until the second coming when he 

“…may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God…at the 

coming of the Lord Jesus with all his saints.”?  

 The key to understanding this is to have a proper understanding of the usage of 

the preposition at. The preposition at in this context refers to an event and not 

a time. The event is the coming of the Lord with all his saints (2
nd

 Advent).  

Does the establishment of our hearts “unblameable in holiness” happen at the 

beginning, middle, or end of that event? 

 

For example, if a groom told his groomsmen: “You will be getting your suits 

at the wedding.” What do you think would be the timing of the receiving of 

their suits? At the beginning of the event (just before), middle or end? 

 

 The word stablish (Aorist tense) is a point in time completed action which 

implies that there will be a time when our hearts are fixed in a state of 

unblameable holiness in the sight of God. Fixed in unblameable holiness refers 

to complete sanctification; it is an absolute complete state of sacredness 

whereby we are unblameable before God. It is not necessarily a positional 

truth because the Thessalonians would’ve had it already by being in Christ. I 

submit to you that this presentation before God takes place after the 

Judgement seat of Christ and the Marriage of the Lamb, notice the following 

verses: 

 

 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for 

it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That 

he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 

such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.  Ephesians 5:25-27 

 

 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 

unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be 

not moved away from the hope of the gospel… Colossians 1:22-23 

 

 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 

come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should 

be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 

saints. [righteous acts] Revelation 19:7-8 
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 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in 

fine linen, white and clean. Revelation 19:14 

Here the church (the bride) is ready. She has been judged, clothed, married and now at 

this event she is established by Christ unblameable in holiness in the sight of God at 

the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints. She has, so to speak, received 

her garments at the wedding. She is now, at the coming of the Lord with all his saints, 

completely stablished by Christ, before God, unblameable in holiness.  
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RE-EDUCATING THEIR FUTURE 
CHAPTERS 4 TO 5 

THE CHASTITY OF THE CHURCH  
CHAPTER 4:1-12 

I. A REMINDER - V1-2  

 V1 - Paul beseeches and exhorts them by the Lord Jesus that they would abound more 

and more (overflow) in obedience to the teaching that had received from them.  

 V1 – “…how ye ought to walk and to please God…” Paul taught them how to 

walk and how to live a life agreeable to God.  

 V2 – “For ye know what commandments we gave you…” The word know is in the 

perfect tense, they had known and continued to know what the mandates were.  

 V2 – “…commandments…” – parangelia – a proclamation, a command. It is 

strictly used of commands received from a superior and transmitted to others. 

It is rendered “charge” in Acts 16:24 and in 1 Timothy 1:18. (Vines N.T.) This 

teaches us of the authoritative message and ministry of the apostle. 

 

II. ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION – V3-8 

 V3 – “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification…” God desires, purposes, 

and takes pleasure in the sanctification of His people. Cf. Romans 8:29. God 

predestines every believer to be conformed to the image of his Son. Holy living is the 

will of God. 

 V3 – “…that ye should abstain from fornication…” the word abstain means to hold 

oneself off, to keep oneself from. It is in the present tense. It is your duty; it is 

incumbent upon the believer to keep on abstaining.  

 “…from fornication…” porneia – unlawful sexual intercourse. In application 

to the 21
st
 Century this would also include pornography. Keep yourself from 

it! 

 V4 – “…that every one of you should know how to possess his vessel…” The body is 

likened unto a vessel, cf. 2 Cor. 4:7. The believer ought to possess his vessel. The idea 

of possessing is not mere purchasing but rather the aspect of mastery, or control over 

that which you possess. Cf. 1 Cor. 9:27.  

 “…in sanctification and honour.” In holiness and in respect and dignity for it. 

In relation to “commandments”: Properly it signifies an order passed from one to another, as when 

a command is passed along a line of soldiers, and it is often used for military orders. It is thus very 

appropriate for authoritative commands, such as those given by the authority of the Lord Jesus.  

           Leon Morris 
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 v5 – “Not in the lust of concupiscence…” the word lust is pathos meaning passion, 

lust. More specifically refers to “…an overmastering feeling, in which the man is 

borne along by evil as though its passive instrument” (Findlay). It is the impulses of 

lust to which we feel victims. The word concupiscence is the word epithumia which 

also means lust, desire and refers more to the active longing to do. 

  The combination of the two is literally the passion of lust. We are not to 

possess our vessels in the passion of lust.  Both words appear here in their 

same order:  “And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the 

affections and lusts.”  Galatians 5:24 

 “…even as the Gentiles which know not God…” The Gentiles having only a 

past pagan heritage worshipping gods of licentiousness became the epitome of 

them which possess their vessels in the lust of concupiscence. They have not 

known God in the same way as the Jews or Christians. This depravity is best 

described in Rom. 1:21-32 

 V6 – “…that no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter…” Here the 

warning is that no one goes beyond, to transgress or overreach, and defrauding his 

brother. The defrauding is referring to taking advantage of for personal gain and 

carries the idea of having a covetous motive.  

 “…brother…” the term brother is used here generically for believers in the 

Lord. The context has to do with fornication and obviously applies to sisters 

also.  

 “…the Lord is the avenger of all such…” The Lord is the judge who will 

punish all evil, cf. Heb. 13:4. 

 Compare Deuteronomy 24:1-4 (v4) with 1 Thessalonians 4:5-6. Even the 

“innocent” party in a divorce is defiled by remarriage. There is a defrauding 

aspect to remarriage after a divorce. Is this a permitted defilement, like 

polygamy? Perhaps so, but here the exhortation is to abstain from it. 

 V7 – “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.” An obvious 

reminder and conclusion. Remember your calling that it was out of darkness into 

light! 

 V8 – “…He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God…” He that 

disregards or sets aside this calling to holiness (context of fornication), despises not 

man but God.  

 “…who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit was given for 

the express purpose of producing holiness in the child of God. Not only was 

the instruction given but also His Spirit. To despise the instruction is to 

despise God and His Spirit. 

Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication 

sinneth against his own body. What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is 

in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 

God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

           1 Corinthians 6:18-20 
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III. FURTHER CHALLENGES – V9-12      

 V9-10 – Love your brother – “…ye yourself are taught of God to love one 

another…” This is not necessarily talking about a time where this instruction was 

once received through the Word, but the intrinsic teaching and fruit of the divine 

relationship. It’s the produce of every true believer, cf. 1 John 3:14 – “We know that 

we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.”  

 V11-12 – Mind your own business – The believer is encouraged to mind his own 

business in the following ways: 

 V11 – “…study to be quiet…” philotimeomai hesuchazo – make it your aim, 

be ambitious to be still and at rest. Not to be someone who loves “the action”, 

or desires a great stir. It also has a close relation to the use of the tongue. 

 

 V11 – “…do your own business…” It doesn’t mean to start your own 

business; it means to mind your own business. 

 V11 – “…to work with your own hands…” Manual labour was looked down 

upon in Greek culture as work suited to slaves. Paul by example (tent-making) 

and commandment charged them to activity and not idleness.  

 

 V12 – “…walk honestly…” All the above promote honest and holy living 

before an unsaved world. It also will help you to acquire the necessities of life. 

The Thessalonians lack of supply was a result of their laziness. 

 

 

“That ye study to be quiet.” That is an interesting commandment for Christians. We have all kinds of 

schools today to teach people to speak. Every seminary has a public speaking class. Perhaps they should 

also have a class that would teach their students to be quiet. A lot of saints need such a course! 

A lady went to a “tongues meeting,” and the leader thought she was interested in speaking in tongues. 

He asked her, “Madam, would you like to speak in tongues?” She answered, “No, I would like to lose 

about forty feet off the one I have now!” We need to study to be quiet. That is a commandment. 

           J. Vernon McGee 

The claims and enjoyments of religion do not release us from the necessity of toiling for our daily bread 

and providing things honest in the sight of all men. True religion rather consists in doing all the work of 

life with consistency, diligence, and perseverance. Manual labour is not the only form of genuine 

industry. The industry of some of our public men is something amazing. There is no greater foe to piety 

than idleness. It is the beginning of many other evils, and has been the origin of many a career that has 

ended with the prison and the gallows. An idle man is always something worse. His brain is the shop for 

the devil, where he forges the most debasing fancies and plots the most pernicious schemes. 

         Preacher’s Homiletical Commentary 

     Prea  
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THE COMING OF CHRIST  
CHAPTER 4:13-18 

The word rapture is not found in the Bible but it comes from the Latin word rapturo. The 

Greek equivalent word is harpazo (v17 caught up) which means to snatch or catch away. It 

conveys the idea to be carried off by an authoritative force. It is translated as “pluck” in John 

10:28, “take by force” in Acts 23:10, and is used of the Spirit of God catching away Philip 

after the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch. Paul was raptured (caught up) into the third 

heaven in 2 Corinthians twelve. 

I. THE PEOPLE OF THE RAPTURE – V13, 16-17 

 V13 – “But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 

asleep.” There was ignorance, concerning the “dead in Christ”, among these believers 

which was causing unnecessary sorrow.  

 It is very likely that they thought those believers who died wouldn’t have any 

part in the rapture. If it were true the “dead in Christ” would miss all the 

blessings associated with the resurrection e.g. a new body, the millennial 

kingdom reign, being received unto the prepared mansion etc. 

 This ignorance was quite serious because the mourning at the churches funeral 

services became no different to the world! The future hope of the believer’s 

resurrection and reuniting is cause for comfort. 

 V13 – “…them which are asleep…” koimao - The words asleep, or fallen asleep are 

commonly used in the N.T. as a synonym to death, cf. Jn. 11:11; Acts 7:60; 1 Cor. 

11:30; 1 Cor. 15:51.  The Pulpit Commentary states: “He fell asleep is a common 

epitaph (inscription) on early Christian tombstones.” 

 The word koimeterion, derived from koimao, is where we get our English 

word cemetery from. The cemetery is a “sleeping house.”  

 The emphasis of the term sleep is upon the body and not the soul.  

 V16 – “…dead in Christ shall rise first…” This was written to correct the false notion 

concerning them which were asleep in Jesus. Paul clearly explains to them that it will 

be the dead in Christ that rise first. They were not to worry; their loved ones will not 

miss a thing!  

 V17 – “…then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 

them…” 

Note: "This metaphorical use of the word sleep is appropriate, because of the similarity in appearance 

between a sleeping body and a dead body; restfulness and peace normally characterize both. The object 

of the metaphor is to suggest that, as the sleeper does not cease to exist while his body sleeps, so the 

dead person continues to exist despite his absence from the region in which those who remain can 

communicate with him, and that, as sleep is known to be temporary, so the death of the body will be 

found to be.... 

           Vines N.T.  
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 We will follow after meeting them together in the clouds meeting the Lord in 

the air. 

 There was no cause for sorrowing for they will not miss the rapture and we 

will be reunited with them in the air. 

 The words “in Jesus” indicate that the people of the rapture are also part of the 

church.  

II. THE PERSON OF THE RAPTURE – V14, 16-17 

 V14 – “…If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them…” Jesus’ death 

and resurrection is the basis for the rapture of the church.  

 “…which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” All the souls of them which 

died in Christ will be brought by God to be reunited with their resurrected 

body.  

 V16 – “…the Lord himself shall descend from heaven…” Jesus Himself is coming 

again! 

 “…with a shout…” a cry of incitement, a word of command, cf. John 5:25 

 “…with the voice of the archangel…” Michael is the only angel referred to as 

the archangel, cf. Jude 1:9. However we cannot be certain. 

 “…with the trump of God…” The trumpet call to rise and meet the Lord, cf. 1 

Cor. 15:52.  

 Some have suggested that the shout, voice, and trumpet all refer to the same sound 

being described in different ways, cf. Rev. 1:10. Others suggest that they are distinct 

but happen almost simultaneously.  

 V17 – “…and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” cf. John 14:1-4 and Col. 3:4. 

III. THE COMFORT OF THE RAPTURE – V18 

 V18 – “Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” The word comfort is in the 

present tense and imperative mood which is to us a continual command. We are 

commanded to provide continual comfort to one another with these words. 

 The phrases: “…them which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him…” “…the 

dead in Christ shall rise…” “…we shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the 

air…” “…so shall we ever be with the Lord.” are all words of great comfort! 
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REFLECTIONS REGARDING THE RAPTURE 

 Key Comparisons between Rapture and 2
nd

 Advent: 

 

 

Rapture 2
nd

 Advent 

Translation of Believers – 1 Cor. 15:52 No mention of Translation 

Saints go to Heaven – Col. 3:4 “then”; John 14:1-4 Saints Reign on Earth – Rev. 20:4 

Imminent, Without Signs (see pg. 10-12) Definite Signs Predicted – Matt. 24:29-30 

Not Mentioned in O.T., it’s a Mystery - 1 Cor. 

15:51 

Predicted in O.T. – Zech. 14 

Christ Himself Comes to Take Believers  Christ Sends His Angels to Gather – Matt. 24:31 

Believers Given Glorified Bodies – Lk. 20:34-36 Marriage and Childbearing in Millennium – Is. 11:6-8 
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THE COMING CATACLYSM  
CHAPTER 5:1-11 

Paul opens this chapter with the words “but of.” These words are the words de peri (now 

concerning) which are often used by Paul to introduce a new subject, cf. 1 Cor. 7:1; 8:1; 12:1; 

16:1. This is seen in 4:9 (but as touching) transitioning from the subject of fornication and 

sanctification to brotherly love. It is also employed in 4:13 introducing the subject of the 

rapture.  In 5:1 Paul uses the words de peri to move his reader from the subject of the rapture 

to the day of the LORD. 

I. THE CHARACTER - V1-2 

 V1-2 “…the times and seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For 

yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” 

Paul needed not to inform them concerning the commencement of the day of the Lord 

because they knew it will come unexpectedly. 

 “Thief in the night…” the unexpected arrival of a thief, coming without warning. 

 V2 – “…day of the Lord…” Is it a literal 24 hour day? Or a time period of judgement? 

 Note the following Scriptures concerning the Day of the LORD: 

 

 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; 

but he shall be saved out of it. For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of 

hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers 

shall no more serve themselves of him: Jeremiah 30:7-8 

 

 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children 

of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 

nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one 

that shall be found written in the book. Daniel 12:1 

 

 And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the 

pit; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the 

windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake. The earth is 

utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. The 

earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the 

transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again. And it 

shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the high ones that 

are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. And they shall be gathered 

together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after 

many days shall they be visited. Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun 

ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and 

before his ancients gloriously. Isaiah 24:18-23  
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 Like as a woman with child, that draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and 

crieth out in her pangs; so have we been in thy sight, O LORD. We have been with child, 

we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any 

deliverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen. Thy dead men 

shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in 

dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead. Come, my 

people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it 

were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. For, behold, the LORD 

cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth 

also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. Isaiah 26:17-21; cf. Rev. 

12:6 (Israel fled to the wilderness 1260 days) 

 

 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and 

desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, A day 

of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. And I 

will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have 

sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as 

the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of 

the LORD'S wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for 

he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land. Zephaniah 1:15-

18 

 

 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in that day there 

shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel; So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls 

of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the 

earth, and all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence, 

and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall 

shall fall to the ground. And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my 

mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be against his brother. And I 

will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and 

upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and 

great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; 

and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD. 

Ezekiel 38:19-23 

 

 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 

and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens 

and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and 

hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 

For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? Revelation 6:15-

17.  
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 Verse Conclusions: 

 The day of the LORD is definitely a period of time spanning from the beginning 

of the tribulation through until the end of the Millennium, cf. 2 Peter 3:10. 

 It is a time of suffering, judgement, trouble, wrath, alarm etc.  

 If compared with Revelation many of these things parallel with the Great 

Tribulation therefore aligning it with the day of the LORD. 

 “…thief in the night…” can refer to both different aspects of the tribulation 

period and also the literal day of the Lord’s coming, cf. 2 Peter 3:10; 1 Thess. 

5:3; Rev. 3:3. 

II. THE SUBJECTS - V3-8 

 V3 – “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh 

upon them as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” Notice the 

pronouns they and them.  

 “For when they shall say peace and safety.” - Present tense – keep on saying 

peace and safety. Declaration of peace and safety will be precede sudden 

destruction, cf. Daniel 9:27 – “he shall confirm the covenant with many for a 

week.” The white horse of Rev. 6:2 commencing the day of the LORD with a 

declaration of peace. 

 “Then sudden destruction shall come upon them.” As a thief, unexpected 

destruction. 

 “…as travail upon a woman with child…” This sudden destruction comes 

unexpectedly as a pregnant woman’s contractions. It is a process of intensifying 

sorrow. Matthew calls the first 3 ½ years of the day of the Lord the beginning of 

sorrows (birth pangs), cf. Matt. 24:8. 

 “They shall not escape.” In Greek it is a double negative: they shall not, in no 

way escape. The time of escaping has passed; they are now IN the day of the 

LORD.  

 If all the believers were going through it couldn’t these people also believe and 

escape? 

 V4 – “But ye brethren are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a 

thief.” He now shifts back to the believer (ye, brethren). A thief overtakes people at 

night as it is the time of his working coming to those that are in/of the night.  

 V5 – “Ye are all the children of light and the children of the day…” Believers are 

children of light, not children of darkness. The comparison between darkness and 

light is not merely a matter of conscious awareness but rather to our moral condition. 

 Being in darkness is always characteristic of unbelievers: Eph. 5:8; Acts 26:18; 

Rom. 2:19; 1 Jn. 1:6; 2:9. 

 As children of light we’re not targets for the thief. He does not come to them 

who are of the day. 

 V6 – “Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” 

Because we are not unbelievers were expected to be watching with soberness.  
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 V7 – “For they that sleep sleep in the night…” They that are unbelievers are not 

watching and sober, they are sleeping and drunk. They are children of the night. 

 V8 – “But let us, who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and 

love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.” The three key elements of Christian 

character are here mentioned: faith, love, hope. These mark us out as children of day, 

and not of the night. 

III. THE COMFORT – V9-11 

 V9 – “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” Here is the comfort of them that are believers; their appointment is not 

with the thief and His day of wrath (the day of the LORD). Our promise is 

deliverance.  

 The word wrath in the Scripture is more commonly related to the day of the 

LORD rather than the judgement of hell fire. 

 The context of the book and chapter all point to eschatological wrath as in 

1:10. 

 V10 – “…whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.” Two possible 

meanings: 

 Cf. v6-7 – No matter of spiritual lethargy or alertness we are secured from the 

wrath. 

 Cf. 4:13-18 – Whether we are living or dead at the rapture, we shall be raised 

to live together with Him before this coming wrath. 

 V11 – “Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also 

ye do.”  

 In 4:18 they were to comfort one another concerning the rapture. Now they 

were also to comfort one another concerning their relationship to the day of 

the LORD. 
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THE CONCLUDING COMMANDMENTS  
CHAPTER 5:12-28 

I. RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARD LEADERS – V12-13 

 V12-13 – “…to know them…to esteem them very highly in love.” Here we see the 

direct duty of members toward leaders and also indirectly the leader’s duty to the 

people.  

1) The People’s Duty - v12-13:  

a. “To know them…” contextually it means to acknowledge and recognize 

them and their office. 

b. “To esteem them very highly in love…” to up hold them in high regard out 

of love and not fear, nor hypocrisy. Learn to love your leaders.  

c.  “for their works sake.” Esteem them. For they that work the work of the 

Lord are worthy of this honour, cf. 1 Tim. 5:17 

2)  The Pastors Duty v12: 

a. “…which labour among you…” Feel fatigued among you by their hard 

work. 

b. “…and are over you in the Lord…” who rule over you in the Lord. This 

refers to their leadership office. “In the Lord” could refer to either the 

sphere of their ruling, or their authority for their ruling.  

c. “…and admonish you…” is the word nouthetes which is made up of two 

words nous (mind) and tithemi (to put). It literally means to put in mind 

and carries the idea of mild rebuke, cation, and warning.   

 

II. RESPONSIBILITIES TOWARD BRETHREN – V14-15 

 V14 – “Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the 

feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.” The word exhort is in the 

imperative mood and is an authoritative exhortation. It is followed by another four 

imperatives that all brethren are expected to carry out, not just the leaders: 

 “Warn them that are unruly...” Warn is the same word as admonish. Unruly is  

a military term referring to the out of line, or disorderly.  

 “Comfort the feebleminded…” To encourage, to soothe by coming alongside. 

The feebleminded are the faint spirited, i.e. little soul/heart. This would 

include the anxious and fearful. 

 “Support the weak…” Uphold the spiritually weak, the baby Christians, and 

the faithless. Confirm them in the faith by helping them transition from your 

support to leaning on the Lord. 

Putting sense into the heads of people. A thankless, but a necessary task.  

           A. T. Robertson 
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 “Be patient toward all men” Suffer long with them, be long-spirited, patiently 

endure. 

 V15 – “See that non render evil for evil…ever follow that which is good…” Don’t 

repay evil for evil, rather do the opposite by pursuing that which is good, right and 

beneficial. 

III. DIRECT COMMANDS – V16-22  

 V16-22 – In these verses are eight short sharp commands to the church: 

1) V16 - “Rejoice evermore” be glad at all times, be full of cheer. 

2) V17- “Pray without ceasing” Pray constantly, uninterruptedly. Fill your 

moments with prayer; turn your thoughts into prayer. This refers to the 

disposition, and attitude of being instant in prayer. 

3) V18 - “In everything give thanks…” In every circumstance be grateful to 

God. There is always room for thanksgiving even in most unlikely 

circumstances.  

4) V19 - “Quench not the Spirit.” The Spirit is like a flame; don’t extinguish 

Him by disobeying His promptings and influences.  

5) V20 - “Despise not prophesyings.” Don’t downgrade the speaking forth of 

God’s Word. Don’t belittle preaching. 

6) V21 - “Prove all things…” As metal is discerned and tested in the fire, so test 

everything. 

7) V21 - “Hold fast…” Once things are proven good retain and keep them. 

8) V22 - “Abstain…” Keep away from every appearance (form, fashion) of evil. 

IV. CONCLUSION –V23-28 

 V23 – “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly…” Paul gives a prayerful 

benediction expressing his desire for their complete and entire sanctification. The 

word wholly literally means complete to the end, that is, absolutely perfect. This 

ultimate goal of God will be finally achieved at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 “…and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 

blameless.” This was the practical pathway toward complete sanctification. It 

was that the entire spirit, soul, and body will be kept in blamelessness, unto 

the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The implication is this: blamelessness is found this side of eternity and 

complete sanctification on the other side. The transitional point between 

blamelessness and complete holiness is the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

cf. Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Jn. 3:2 

Joy is that feeling of delight which arises from the possession of present good, or from the anticipation 

of future happiness; and in both respects the believer has abundant reason for constant joy. He 

possesses the blessedness of forgiveness and the sure prospect of eternal life, and he has the 

consciousness that all things work together for good to them that love God (Rom. 8:28). 

          Pulpit Commentary 
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 V24 – “Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.” God who has called you 

to salvation will complete what He has started. Our salvation is secure now, and will 

be complete at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ when we will be saved from the 

presence of sin and be sanctified wholly, cf. Phil. 1:6 

 V25 – “Brethren, pray for us.” Paul and his companions called for prayer, how much 

more should we? This is apparently the twentieth command in the chapter. 

 V26 – “Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.” Middle Eastern customary greeting. 

 V27-28 – “I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be read unto all the holy 

brethren.” This charge (enjoining, putting under an oath) was most probably directed 

toward the elders. They were to make sure the epistle was read unto all the holy 

brethren.  
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SECOND THESSALONIANS 

INTRODUCTION 
BACKGROUND AND SETTING 

I. TRANSITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 The date of this epistle is estimated at late 51 A.D., which is same year as 1 

Thessalonians.  

 Paul, Silvanus and Timothy are still together, cf. 2 Thess. 1:1. 

 Corinth is the only place where we read of them being together (Acts 18:1, 5) 

and we therefore assume this epistle to have been also written from Corinth 

during their eighteen month stay. 

 The purpose of writing: It is probable that the bearer of 1 Thessalonians brought back 

some news about the growing faith of the Thessalonians and the persecutions they 

were facing, cf. 2 Thess. 1:3. It also seems that there was a negative report given as 

per 3:6, 11-12.  

 Paul writes to encourage them in tribulation, to address misconceptions 

concerning the Day of the Lord, and also to help them deal with the disorderly.  

 The theme of this epistle continues on with an emphasis on eschatology particularly 

concerning the Day of the LORD.  
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THE DAY OF DOOM 
CHAPTER 1 

I. THE POSITIVE REPORT – V1-5 

 V1-2 – This is a typical Pauline greeting. Again Paul mentions his fellow labourers in 

the gospel both Silas and Timothy. 

 V3 – “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet…” It was 

befitting for Paul to continually thank God for this congregation due to the following: 

 “…your faith growth exceedingly…” Their increasing faith was growing 

above an ordinary degree. 

 “…the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth…” Their 

increasing love one for another. 

 V4 – “…we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God…” This churches 

demonstration of spiritual growth gave Paul ground for boasting of them to other 

churches. This was his area of boasting: 

 “…for your patience and faith in all your persecutions…” Their display of 

patience and faith in all their sufferings for Christ.  

II. THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE – V6-10 

 V5 – “…which is a manifest token of the righteous judgement of God…” Not the 

sufferings, but rather their patience and faith in sufferings. Such a response became a 

token to the future righteous judgement of God. Their endurance and trust was in a 

God who they knew revenges His own. 

 “…that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God…” Not made worthy 

through sufferings, but rather declared worthy. Others believe the meaning 

here is that you will be counted worthy of a better position in the future 

kingdom.  

 “…for which ye also suffer.” They suffered not to gain the kingdom, but on 

behalf of the kingdom, cf. Acts 14:22.  

 V6 – “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that 

trouble you…” The tribulations will be justly and righteously returned upon the heads 

of them that troubled them. 

 “…recompense tribulation...” Christian’s persecutions will ultimately be 

repaid upon the world by God during the seven years of tribulation. It will be a 

day recompense and judgement upon an unbelieving, Christ rejecting world. 

 V7 – “…rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 

mighty angels…” Refers to the end of the Tribulation when He returns with His 

mighty angels.  

 “…when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed.” This is lit. in the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. Not at the time but in that event. Their rest was to be in the fact 

of His revelation. If the meaning was when (at the time) their restlessness 

would remain until Jesus came. Thus making void this exhortation which was 

to give them present rest. 
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 V8 – “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them…” The flaming fire is not the 

judgement itself but rather His glorious appearance and manifestation. He will, when 

He is revealed from heaven, pour out retribution upon: 

 “…them that know not God…” They reject the knowledge of the true God 

revealed to them whether by word, creation or conscience.  

 “…and that obey not the gospel…” Obedience to the gospel is not good works 

but rather obedience to gospel call, namely, repentance and faith.  

 V9 – “Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 

Lord…” This could be a reference to the destruction at the end of the sheep and goat 

judgement, cf. Matt. 25:46. Otherwise it is in reference to the casting into hell at the 

end of the Great White Throne judgment. There is possibly a loose chronology found 

from v6-9: 

 V6-7 – Tribulation. 

  V8 - 2
nd

 Advent.  

 V9 - Sheep/Goat Judgement or GWT. 

 All three events show forth the fullness and completeness of the righteous judgement 

of God. 

 V10 – “When he shall come to be glorified in his saints…” This seems to place the 

previous verse (v9) in connection with the Sheep/Goat Judgement. Nevertheless if 

you treat verse nine as a parenthesis you can interpret it as the GWT Judgement.  

 Will they be “punished with everlasting destruction” (v9) at the time when he 

comes to be glorified in his saints? Or will he be “taking vengeance on them” 

(v8) when he shall come to be glorified in his saints? 

 V10 – “…glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe…in that 

day.” 

 “glorified in his saints” – At the 2
nd

 Advent the saints redeemed, resurrected, 

judged, glorified, robed and crowned will be reflecting His glory in that day, 

cf. Rev. 19:14; Jud. 1:14-15. Then shall we shine with Him at the brightness of 

His coming. 

 “…to be admired in all them that believe…in that day.” The word admired 

means to wonder at, marvel. There will be those who seeing the glory of His 

coming will marvel and believe on Him. Who are the “them that believe in 

that day”?  

1) Israelites that will believe at His coming, cf. Rom. 11:26; Is. 

45:17; Zech. 12:10 – speaks of that very same day.  

2) Gentiles who also turn to the Lord in that day, cf. Matt. 25:31-

32 

“If there is any truth in Scripture at all, this is true – that those who stubbornly refuse to submit to the 

gospel, and to love and obey Jesus Christ, incur at the Last Advent an infinite and irreparable loss. 

They pass into a night on which no morning dawns.” 

           James Denney 
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 V10 – “…(because our testimony among you was believed)…” Believing the witness 

of Paul made them partakers with those in whom the Lord shall be glorified in at His 

coming.  

III. HIS PRAYER 

 V11 – “…that our God would count you worthy of this calling…” Returning back to 

the thought of v5. They would be declared worthy to be a Christian by allowing God 

to fulfil in them: 

 “His good pleasure of his goodness” This is His good and virtuous will. 

 “The work of faith with power.” – His work of faith in their lives and by His 

power. 

 V12 – “That the name of the Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in 

him…” He must be glorified in their lives, and they must find their glory only in Him, 

cf. Gal. 6:14. 

 This is achievable only by His grace! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In praying thus, Paul was asking that God would fully glorify Jesus Christ in these saints. This is in 

keeping with and springs from the grace of God, personalized again by Paul as our God, and linked 

with the Lord Jesus Christ as an equal (cf. 2 Th. 1:1; 1 Th. 1:1). Answers to prayers depend on and are 

traceable to God’s grace. Such lofty requests as these can be fulfilled only by God’s grace. 

         Bible Knowledge Commentary 
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THE DAY OF DESTRUCTION 
CHAPTER TWO 

I. THE DAY OF CHRIST – V1-2 

 V1 – “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by 

our gathering together unto him.” This is referring to the rapture of the church. The 

words gathering together are episunagoge. It comes from the same word synagogue 

which is a gathering together, a bringing together. The concept is seen in 1 Thess. 

4:17. 

 The word is also used in Heb. 10:25 “…assembling of yourselves together…” 

and in Matt. 24:31 at the 2
nd

 Advent when the angels “…shall gather together 

his elect from the four winds…”  

 V2 – “That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 

word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.” They, due to 

persecution for their faith, were susceptible to the false teaching that they were in the 

day of the Lord.  

 Note the following: they were not to be… 

 “Soon shaken in mind…” A sudden disturbance of their mind. 

 “…or be troubled…” To make an outcry, tumult, frightened.  

By three things: 

1) By spirit: a false spirit leading “prophets” to declare falsehood in 

the assembly or an evil spirit troubling the saints. 

2) Nor by word: that is something said or declared i.e. here say. 

3) Nor by letter as from us: Those false epistles sent to them with the 

forged signature of the Apostle. Paul says don’t be moved by these 

things! 

 V2 – “…as that the day of Christ is at hand…” Is the day of Christ the rapture or the 

day of the LORD? By comparing Scripture with Scripture the terms “day of the Lord 

Jesus”, “the day of our Lord Jesus Christ”, “day of Christ” etc. all point to the rapture 

of the church. If referring to the rapture then it could not happen until the apostasy 

and revelation of antichrist came first, making the rapture no longer imminent.  

Note the following reasons for why the day of Christ is NOT the rapture:  

1) V2 – “at hand”  

a. The word translated at hand means enistemi and comes from the words 

en (in) and histemi (to stand). It literally means to stand in, to be present 

in, and to abide in. It is only translated here as at hand but is in other 

places translated as present, cf. Rom. 8:38; 1 Cor. 3:22; 1 Cor. 7:26; 

Gal. 1:4. It is different from the word eggus which means at hand 

meaning near.  

b. It is impossible to be standing in the rapture because it is not a period 

of time but an instantaneous event, cf. 1 Cor. 15:52 (in the twinkling of 

an eye). 
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c. Conclusion: Why would they be troubled if the rapture was at hand? It 

would result in their deliverance from persecution and ultimately lead 

into the joys of their millennial reign with Christ. 

2) Early Church Heresy: 

a. The fear is that they thought they had missed the rapture thus supposing 

that the day of the Lord was upon them. This seemed to be a common 

problem in the early church and most likely arose from the immense 

persecution of the church. 

b. “But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more 

ungodliness. And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is 

Hymenaeus and Philetus; Who concerning the truth have erred, saying 

that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of 

some.” 2 Timothy 2:16-18 

3) Synonyms of the Day of the LORD.  

a. Many commentators say, as John Macarthur: “The better text sources 

indicate ‘the Lord’ rather than ‘Christ.’” Did the KJV translators use 

the wrong text? Certainly not! 

b. The day of the Lord has at least 25 synonyms. Would it be unusual to 

also say that here Paul here is using another synonymn?  

c. It is Christ who opens the seals, cf. Rev. 6:1. It is the time of the “wrath 

of the Lamb” and the “great day of his wrath”, cf. Rev. 6:16-17.  

II. WHAT MUST TAKE PLACE BEFORE THE DAY – V3-7 

 V3 – “Let not man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except 

their come a falling away first, and the man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition…” 

The deception was that they were in the day of the LORD, yet he assures them of two 

things that must take place before the day of the LORD commences. 

 “falling away first” – apostasia – Apostasy, departure, forsaking. It also 

appears in Acts 21:21 as “to forsake.” Paul was accused of teaching the Jews 

to apostatize from Moses saying that they shouldn’t circumcise. In extra 

biblical writings the word is also used most frequently for a apostatizing from 

the faith or a revolt.  

 This will not be ordinary apostasy as we see it today, but what we see today 

will climax to a worldwide rebellion against Christendom and the Lord. This 

apostasy will make way for the Antichrist who will come to bring world 

peace. 

 Can the falling away refer to the rapture?  It is very unlikely as the exact word 

is never used in that sense. In fact the word apostasia gives the impression that 

the person is doing the departing of his own accord, this does not fit with 

being caught up which has a passive sense. Also the apostasy is in close 

connection with the revealing of the man of sin and fits the characteristics of 

the last days, cf. 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 1 Tim. 4:1. If the rapture was in view here the 

use of the word harpazo would be more consistent. 
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  “man of sin be revealed” – The revealing of the antichrist marks the 

beginning of the day of the Lord. He is the first of the horsemen (white horse) 

cf. Rev. 6:2. He begins the seven years of Tribulation with the signing of a 

seven year peace treaty, cf. Daniel 9:27. He will be the world’s answer to this 

apostasy. He is the son of perdition or destruction, ruin meaning both that he 

is the cause for the destruction of many and that he himself is destined for 

destruction, cf. John 17:12. 

  

**It is important to note that the rapture does not commence the day of the LORD. It comes 

before the day of the LORD but does not launch it.   

 

 V4 – “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is 

worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 

God.” He will bring in a one world religious system by promoting himself and 

opposing everything that carries the name God. He will desire all worship for himself. 

He will sit in the temple and blasphemously declare himself to be God. 

 V5 – “Remember ye not, that, when I was ye with you, I told you these things?” The 

things concerning the apostasy and the revealing of the antichrist.  

 V6-7 – “And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until 

he be taken out of the way.”  

 V6 - “what withholdeth” – Restrains, or keeps back the revelation of the 

antichrist.  

 V7 – “mystery of iniquity doth already work…” The secret of lawlessness the 

spirit of antichrist is already actively preparing the way for the coming of 

antichrist, 1 Jn. 2:18, 1 Jn. 4:3. It is a mystery, it is not revealed in fullness but 

works behind the scenes.  

 V7 – “he who now letteth, will let…” The word letteth and let is the old 

English word for withhold, hinder, prevent. It is the same word as withholdeth 

in v6.  

 V7 – “until he be taken out of the way.” Out of the way is literally out of the 

middle or from between. 

 V7 – There are two things that must take place for the day of the LORD to begin the 

apostasy and the revelation of the antichrist. However the antichrist cannot be 

revealed until the one who restrains is removed from his place of interference.  

III. THE REVELATION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE ANTICHRIST – V8-12  

 V8 – “then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the 

spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:” Once the 

The definite article stands before the word “apostasy”; therefore, Paul is not talking about just any 

departure from the faith but about a special, particular, and widespread one. It is the apostasy that will 

come before the Day of the Lord. Apostasia, translated “apostasy,” does not mean merely disbelieving 

but rather an aggressive and positive revolt (Acts 21:21; Heb. 3:12). 

           Charles C. Ryrie 
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Restrainer steps aside the antichrist will be revealed. He is the one whom Jesus shall 

destroy at His 2
nd

 Advent. 

 V9 – “Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs 

and lying wonders,” He comes according to the working or energy of Satan and 

therefore he will not be short of power to deceive, cf. Rev. 13:4-7 

 V10 – “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish…” He 

will use unrighteous deception to deceive all unbelievers. Speaking of false Christs 

and false prophets Matthew 24:24 states: “…if it were possible, they shall deceive the 

very elect.” Just think about how much more deceptive power the antichrist will 

possess?  

 V10 –11 “…because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie.” 

Man’s failure to receive the gospel before the day of the LORD will result in God 

sending them strong delusion in the day of the LORD. It is very likely that these could 

be those who were part of the apostasy, but now having apostatized have their 

damnation sealed.  

 “…strong delusion…” is an active power of being led astray, causing them to 

believe a lie, cf. Romans 1:24, 26, 28.  

 V12 – “That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 

unrighteousness.” Their wilful rejection of the gospel and enjoyment of 

unrighteousness results in their damnation. Anyone who has rejected the gospel will, 

after the rapture, be deceived by the antichrist by believing a lie. 

IV. THE COMFORT AND EXHORTATION –V13-18  

 V13-14 – “But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved 

of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 

sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:” Paul thanked God for these 

brethren who were loved of God and chosen by God before the world ever was. 

Although elected by God they could not be saved apart from the sanctifying work of 

the Spirit and their belief in the truth. 

 V14 – “…he called you by our gospel…” Elected in eternity passed, saved in 

time by responding to the gospel call.  

 V14 – “…to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This 

salvation, this gospel guarantees the sharing of the glory of Jesus in that day! 

 V15 – “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been 

taught, whether by word, or our epistle.” The word stand fast means to be stationary, 

to persevere. They were to persevere in and hold strongly to the traditions they were 

taught. 

 These traditions were not the traditions of men, cf. Col. 2:8. They were the 

words of the inspired apostle. They came in the form of direct teaching (word) 

and writing (epistle). 

 V16-17 – We as believers through the gospel of our salvation have an everlasting 

consolation. Our comfort should last as long as our salvation because our salvation is 
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our comfort! We also have good hope through grace. It is a sure expectation that is 

ours through grace. If it ever was of works it could not be called a good hope and 

everlasting consolation.  

 V17 – “Comfort your hearts…” Jesus will comfort our hearts, and will 

establish us in every good word and work. It is only through Him that our 

words and works may be established and our hearts comforted! 

REFLECTIONS CONCERNING WHO IS THE RESTRAINER 

 He holds back the full manifestation of the Antichrist. V6 

 Therefore he is good not evil and must have greater power than Satan and 

Antichrist.  

 He therefore cannot be a man, or government or angel.  

 He must be eternal and not limited by time or space. 

 It would otherwise be impossible to restrain global iniquity for over 2,000 

years.  

 Holy Spirit: The Restrainer 

 He is described using both neuter and masculine pronouns. Described as a 

person (v7 he who now letteth…until he …) and a thing (v6 what 

withholdeth). This is common linguistics employed in referering to the Holy 

Spirit, cf. Rom. 8:26-27 “Spirit itself…he maketh…” 

 The Holy Spirit is the Restrainer in the Godhead: Gen. 6:3; Gal. 5:17; John 

16:8-11; Isaiah 59:19; 1 John 4:4. 

 There will come a time when the Holy Spirit’s restraining influence will be 

“taken out of the way” and God will allow the full manifestation of the 

Antichrist. 

 The Holy Spirit in the Church 

 The church also has a restraining influence upon evil in the world today. 

 She is empowered by the Holy Spirit to be salt (Matt. 5:13), light (Matt. 5:14-

15), to reprove sin and error (Eph. 5:11), to preach repentance (Luke 24:47). 

Believers by prayer have brought God’s favour upon unbelievers and have 

even the potential to restrain evil government (1 Tim. 2:2; 1 Cor. 7:14). 

 It is possible, that the Restrainer is the Holy Spirit who living in the Church 

withholds the full throttle of the mystery of iniquity.  

 Supposing that this is true, the rapture of the church will mark the revealing of 

the Antichrist. 
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DEALING WITH THE DISORDERLY 
CHAPTER THREE 

I. WAIT PATIENTLY FOR CHRIST – V1-5 

 V1-2 – “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free 

course, and be glorified even as it is with you: And that we may be delivered from 

unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.” Paul charges (imperative) 

the church to pray for him concerning the following things: 

 V1 - “That the word of Lord may have free course” – That the word of God 

may run, freely, without obstacles throughout all the earth! To the end that it 

may be glorified by others as it was by them, cf. Ps. 147:17. 

 V2 - “…that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men.” All 

men have not faith and do not receive the gospel alike; therefore we must not 

be gullible but prepared for the enemies of the faith. 

 V3-4 – “But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. And 

we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things 

which we command you.” Although all men have not faith, God was still faithful! He 

will stablish, and keep the believers from evil. Paul had great confidence in 

Thessalonians present and future obedience. 

 V5 – “And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient 

waiting for Christ.” He desired that the Lord would direct their hearts straight into the 

love of God and into the patient waiting for Christ to come from heaven, cf. 1 Thess. 

1:10; 2 Tim. 4:8. 

II. WITHDRAW FROM DISORDERLY- V6-15 

 V6 – “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 

withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the 

traditions which he received of us.” Paul commands by the authority of Christ that the 

church avoids every brother that walks out of ranks. These were they which were 

disobedient to the teachings of the apostles. 

 V7 – “For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves 

disorderly among you;” They knew that they should be mimicking Paul considering 

his life and behaviour. 

 V8 – “Neither did we eat any man’s bread for nought; but wrought with labour and 

travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you:” Paul was not 

leeching off the people, but laboured so that he wouldn’t be a burden to anybody. This 

does not mean that he paid for his own meal when he was invited to their houses for 

dinner. 

 V9 – “Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves and ensample unto you 

to follow us.” We did this not because we didn’t have the authority eat off you, but 

rather we wanted to be good examples before you that you might also learn not to 

burden others. 
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 V10 – “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would 

not work, neither should he eat.” We are not meant to take advantage of Christian 

charity finding our nourishment from their hospitality. If you don’t work, you don’t 

deserve to eat. 

 V11 – “For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working 

not at all, but are busybodies.”  

 There is a play on words here. They’re not working at all but they are working 

all around, bustling about. As one many put it: “Busy only with what is not 

their own business.”  

 V12 – “Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.” Quietness is the opposite of a 

busybody. Working with quietness is the description of them who mind their own 

business and worry about their own work. They were also to eat their own bread and 

to stop stinging off others. 

 V13- “But ye brethren, be not weary in well doing.” But ye, they are contrasted to 

these busybodies. Don’t become faint and weary in doing what is right because of 

these slackers. Using people can makes them weary and can pulls them down! 

 V14-15 – “And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have 

no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but 

admonish him as a brother.” Those that were disobedient were to put a tag on that 

man and separate from him. They were not to no longer associate with him. 

 “That he may be ashamed.” Literally to have ones thoughts turned in on 

oneself. That he might think about what he has done and consider it closely 

and be ashamed. 

 “…count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.” They should 

not consider him an enemy being hostile toward him, but they should warn 

him as a brother. 

Christianity is not designed to draw a man out, of the world, to cause him to neglect his earthly duties, or 

to make him idle; but to consecrate and sanctify his worldly employments; to cause him to perform them 

in a religious spirit, and to look up to God as his chief Master. Paul himself wrought at the occupation of 

a tent maker; and a far greater than Paul, the Lord Jesus Christ himself, was for the greater part of his 

life engaged in the occupation of a carpenter. "Earthly things," observes Dr. Arnold, "are precious when 

we use them as the materials with which we may build for ourselves a heavenly habitation; and the 

humblest and most ordinary trade or employment may be carried on with such a temper and such a spirit 

that it may advance us daily on our way to heaven; and the angels themselves may behold us engaged in it 

with respect and love." 

           Pulpit Commentary 

This shows the true spirit in which discipline is to be administered in the Christian church. We are not to 

deal with a man as an adversary over whom we are to seek to gain a victory, but as an erring brother - a 

brother still, though he errs. There was necessity for this caution. There is great danger that when we 

undertake the work of discipline we shall forget that he who is the subject of it is a brother, and that we 

shall regard and treat him as an enemy. Such is human nature. 

           Albert Barnes 
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III. THE CONCLUSION 

 V16 – “Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord 

be with you all.” This closing benediction shows us that our God is a God of peace 

who can impart peace to us in many different ways! As one many said: “Peace is not 

cessation from persecution, but is the calm of heart that comes from faith in God and 

that is independent of circumstances.” 

 V17-18 – “The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every 

epistle: so I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” Paul 

often dictated his epistles to a secretary, cf. Rom. 16:22. When this was the case, as it 

is here, he often added his “signature” at the end so that the epistle could be identified 

as his own. He did this quite frequently, cf. 1 Cor. 16:21; Col. 4:18.  

 We are not sure if this meant that he wrote the “final words” with his own 

hand, or whether there was some identifiable signature at the end of each of 

his epistles. 
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EXTRA NOTES: 
 

WILLIAM MACDONALD:  

EXCURSUS ON THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH 

The truth of the Lord's return appears in each chapter of 1 Thessalonians and in the first two 

chapters of the Second Epistle. It is the unifying theme, the golden thread throughout the 

pattern. But we must always remember that prophecy is not designed to intrigue our intellect 

or challenge our curiosity. Its purpose is to exert a transforming influence on our lives. For 

those who are not believers, the truth of Christ's return should lead them to repent of their 

sins and make a full commitment of their lives to him as Lord and Savior. Only those who are 

in Christ will go to be with Him at the Rapture. The rest will be left behind for judgment. 

What if it were today? 

Because of the importance of Christ's coming in Thessalonians and in the Christian life, we 

add the following summaries: 

Arguments for the Pretribulation Rapture 

1. The first argument is based on imminency. There are many Scriptures that indicate that 

Christians should be looking for the Lord to come at any time. We should be watching and 

waiting, not knowing the time of His coming. If the church has to go through the Tribulation, 

then we cannot be looking for Him to come at any moment. In fact, He could not come for at 

least seven years, since we are not in the Tribulation now, and when it comes, it will last for 

seven years. The pretribulation view is the only one you can hold and still believe that Christ 

may come at any moment. 

Here are some of the verses that indicate that we should be constantly looking for the Lord to 

come since we do not know the time of that event. 

 “Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 

groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body” 

(Rom_8:23). 

 “For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 

till He comes” (1Co_11:26 —Written to the Corinthians, this implied that the Lord 

might come in their lifetime.) 

 “For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is 

from heaven” (2Co_5:2 —Believers will be clothed with their glorified bodies at the 

Rapture.) 

 “For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness” (Gal_5:5 —

The hope of righteousness is the coming of the Lord and the glorified body which we 

will receive at that time.) 
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 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His 

glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things 

to Himself” (Phi_3:20-21). 

 “Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand” (Phi_4:5). 

 “For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and 

how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for His 

Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from 

the wrath to come” (1Th_1:9-10). 

 “Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 

Jesus Christ” (Tit_2:13). 

 “So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for 

Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation” (Heb_9:28). 

 “For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry” 

(Heb_10:37). 

 “Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 

waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the 

early and latter rain. You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the 

Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be 

condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!” (Jam_5:7-9). 

 “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your 

prayers” (1Pe_4:7). 

 “And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” 

(1Jo_3:3). 

 “Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

unto eternal life” (Jud_1:21. Here the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ is His return to 

take His blood-bought people home to heaven). 

 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your 

crown” (Rev_3:11). 

 “Behold I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of 

this book” (Rev_22:7). 

 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one 

according to his work” (Rev_22:12). 

 “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming quickly.’ Amen. Even so, 

come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev_22:20). 

2. The second argument is based on the promise that the church will be delivered from the 

wrath to come. In Rom_5:9, Paul says that “we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” 

1Th_1:10 describes the Lord Jesus as our Deliverer from the wrath to come. And in 1Th_5:9 

we learn that God has not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The word “wrath” may refer to the wrath of the Tribulation Period, or it may refer to 

God's eternal judgment on unbelievers. In the Thessalonian Epistles, the context favors the 

wrath of the Tribulation (see 1Th_5:2-3; 2Th_1:6-10; 2Th_2:10-12. 
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3. In Rev_3:10, Christ promises to keep His people from (Greek ek, meaning “out of”) the 

hour of trial, which shall come on all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

4. The structure of the book of Revelation bears out the teaching of the pre-tribulation 

Rapture. In chapters 2 and 3 the church is seen on earth, but after chapter 3 it is never 

mentioned again as being on earth. In chapters 4 and 5 the saints are seen in heaven, wearing 

victor's crowns. Then follows the Tribulation on earth in chapters 6-19. The church saints are 

already in heaven. 

5. The Tribulation Period will not begin until the man of sin has been revealed (2Th_2:3). But 

the man of sin will not be revealed until first the restrainer is removed (2Th_2:7-8). The Holy 

Spirit certainly answers to the name of restrainer; He hinders or restrains the full development 

of evil as long as the church is in the world. He will be removed as the Indweller of the 

church at the time of the Rapture. 

In one sense the Holy Spirit always was in the world and always will be. But there was a 

special sense in which He came at Pentecost, i.e., as the permanent Indweller of believers and 

of the church. It is in that sense that He will be removed at the Rapture. This does not mean 

that the Spirit of God will not carry on a ministry during the Tribulation. He will still convict 

and convert sinners. But He will not permanently indwell them and He will not incorporate 

them into the church. His ministry will be somewhat comparable to what it was in the OT 

period. 

6. In 1Th_4:18 the Rapture is spoken of as a comforting prospect. The Day of the Lord does 

not come as a comforter but as a thief in the night (1Th_5:2). It is a time of sudden 

destruction (v. 3) and wrath (v. 9) from which there will be no escape (v. 3). In contrast, the 

Rapture is an ever-brightening hope, not an ever-frightening hope. 

7. There must be an interval of time between Christ's coming for His saints and His coming 

with His saints. When Christ comes for His saints, all believers will be taken out of the world 

and will receive their glorified bodies (1Co_15:51). Yet when Christ comes back to reign, 

there will be saved people who are still in their natural bodies, as is seen by the fact that they 

will be raising children (Isa_65:20-25; Zec_8:5). If the Rapture and the Revelation take place 

at the same time (the post-tribulation view), then where do these latter people come from? 

There is a second reason why there must be an interval of time between the Rapture and the 

reign. The Judgment Seat of Christ must take place in heaven following the Rapture, when 

the Lord will judge the faithfulness of His saints and reward them accordingly (2Co_5:10). 

The rewards given at this time will determine the extent of rule given to individual saints 

during the Millennium (Luk_19:17, Luk_19:19). If the Rapture and the coming to reign 

occurred simultaneously, there would be no time for the Judgment Seat of Christ to take 

place. 

8. The only way the Day of the Lord will overtake anyone is as a thief in the night (1Th_5:2). 

Yet Paul distinctly states that it will not overtake believers as a thief in the night (1Th_5:4). 

Therefore it will not overtake believers at all. Why not? Two reasons are given: (1) Believers 
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are not children of the night but of the day (1Th_5:4-5). (2) God has not appointed believers 

to wrath (1Th_5:9). 

9. At the time of the Rapture, believers go to the Father's house (Joh_14:3), not straight back 

to the earth, as post-tribulationists affirm. 

10. The Tribulation is distinctly Jewish in character. It is called the time of Jacob's trouble 

(Jer_30:7). Note the Jewish references in Matthew 24: Judea (v. 16), the Sabbath (v. 20), the 

holy place (v. 15). These terms have nothing to do with the church. 

11. The first sixty-nine weeks of Daniel's prophecy (9:24-27) extend from the decree of 

Artaxerxes in 445 b.c. to the crucifixion of Christ. They have nothing to do with the church. 

Why then should the church be found in the seventieth week, which is the Tribulation Period? 

(Actually the Church Age occurs in an unmentioned parenthetical period between the sixty-

ninth and seventieth weeks.) 

Arguments against the Pretribulation Rapture and in favor of a Post-tribulation 

Rapture. 

1. The promise in Rev_3:10 is not that saints will be saved out of the Tribulation but that they 

will be kept through it (compare Joh_17:15). 

Answer: The words translated “keep you from” in this verse literally mean “keep out of.” The 

preposition in Greek (ek) means “out of.” So the thought is not that the church will be 

preserved in or through the Tribulation, but that it will be kept out of it altogether. 

The same words are used in Joh_17:15 where Jesus prays, “I do not pray that you shall take 

them out of the world, but that you should keep them from the evil one.” Plummer comments, 

“Just as Christ is that in which his disciples live and move, so the evil one is that out of [ek] 

which He prays that they might be kept.” The prayer has been answered; believers have been 

kept out of Satan's dominion, and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. 

2. The Greek of Rom_5:3 says, “... the Tribulation works patience.” 

Answer: Paul is not saying that the only time that tribulation works patience is during the 

Tribulation Period. His argument clearly is that the tribulation that believers undergo in this 

life develops patience. Also, in Greek, as in French and Spanish, abstract nouns often have 

the article, hence the translation “tribulation” is correct. 

3. Christians have always been promised Tribulation (Joh_16:33). There is no reason why 

we shouldn't go through it. 

Answer: No one denies that “we must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God” 

(Act_14:22). But there is a vast difference between the tribulation that is the portion of every 

believer and the Tribulation Period that awaits a Christ-rejecting world. 

4. 2Th_1:7 shows that the saints will not obtain rest until the Lord Jesus returns to earth at 

the end of the Tribulation. 
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Answer: The Thessalonians to whom this was written have already received their rest in 

heaven. But the doom of their persecutors and the vindication of the saints will be manifested 

to the world when the Lord Jesus returns in power and great glory. 

5. According to Act_3:21, the heavens will hold the Lord Jesus until the times of restoration 

of all things, that is, the Millennium. 

Answer: These words were spoken to the men of Israel (v. 4). As far as the nation of Israel is 

concerned, the statement is true. It agrees with the Savior's words to Jerusalem in Mat_23:39, 

“You shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’” 

That will take place at the end of the Tribulation Period. But the church will have been 

Raptured to heaven seven years earlier. 

6. Psa_110:1 says that Christ will sit at the right hand of God until all His enemies are 

destroyed. This will be at the end of the Tribulation. 

Answer: In Rev_20:8-9, we read of some who will be enemies of Christ at the end of the 

Millennium—that is 1000 years after the close of the Tribulation. The right hand of God may 

describe a position of honor and power as well as a geographical location. 

7. In Tit_2:13, the blessed hope is the same as the glorious appearing. Therefore the Rapture 

takes place at the same time as the Revelation. Therefore, we do not look for a pretribulation 

Rapture but for Christ's coming to reign. 

Answer: This argument is based on a rule of Greek syntax called Granville Sharp's rule which 

says: When two nouns connected by “and” (Greek kai) are in the same case, and a definite 

article precedes the first noun but not the second, the second noun refers to the same person 

or thing the first noun does and is a further description of it. To give an example, Tit_2:13 

says, “the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” The words “God” and “Savior” 

are connected by “and”; they are in the same case (objects of preposition “of”); the definite 

article (part of Greek for “our”) precedes “God” but not “Savior.” Therefore, according to 

Granville Sharp's rule, the word “Savior” refers to the same person as “God” and is a further 

description of Him. This proves, of course, that our Savior, Jesus Christ, is God. 

Now in the same verse, it says in the Greek, “looking for the blessed hope and glorious 

appearing.” Thus it is claimed that, according to Granville Sharp's rule, the blessed hope is 

the same as the glorious appearing, and since the glorious appearing is generally understood 

to be Christ's coming to reign, the believer's hope is not a pretribulation Rapture but Christ's 

coming in glory to the earth. 

There are two answers to this. First of all, like all good rules, Granville Sharp's rule has 

exceptions. One is in Luk_14:23 where the Greek reads, “Go out into the highways and 

hedges.” If the rule holds, then we must believe that highways are the same as hedges! A 

second exception is in Eph_2:20 : “the foundation of the apostles and prophets.” But no 

careful student would say that apostles and prophets are the same. 
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But even supposing that the blessed hope is the same as the glorious appearing, what is to 

prevent us from looking on the Rapture as Christ's glorious appearing to the church whereas 

the Revelation is His glorious appearing to the world? The words apokalupsis (revelation) 

and epiphaneia (shining forth or appearing) could refer to the Rapture as well as to Christ's 

coming to reign. 

8. Other Scriptures which show that the believer's hope is Christ's coming to reign are 

1Co_1:7; 1Ti_6:14; 2Ti_4:8; 1Pe_1:7, 1Pe_1:13; 1Pe_4:13. 

Answer: The words “revelation” and “appearing” used in these passages apply both to 

Christ's coming for His saints and to His coming with His saints. First, He reveals Himself 

and appears to the church, then later to the world. 

But even if all the verses quoted did refer to Christ's coming to reign, it should be clear that 

the believer's hope embraces all the blessings of the prophetic future. We look forward to the 

Rapture, Christ's coming to reign, the Millennium, and the eternal state. 

9. The traditional hope of the church has not been the pretribulation Rapture. This only 

began in the last 160 years or so through the teaching of J. N. Darby. 

Answer: The NT church was waiting for God's Son from heaven. The saints did not know 

when He would come so they watched for Him at any time. Arguments directed at what any 

person did or did not teach are called ad hominem (to the person) and are regarded as 

irrelevant to an issue. The question is “What does Scripture teach?”, not “What did so-and-so 

teach?” 

10. The last trumpet of 1Co_15:52 and the trumpet of God (1Th_4:16) are connected with the 

Rapture and are the same as the seventh trumpet of Rev_11:15. Since the seventh trumpet 

sounds at the end of the Tribulation when “the kingdoms of this world have become the 

kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ,” the return must be post-tribulational. 

Answer: These trumpets are not all the same. The “last trumpet” is the same as the “trumpet 

of God.” It announces the Rapture and signals the resurrection of believers and their 

translation to the Father's house. It is the “last trumpet” for the church. The seventh trumpet 

in Rev_11:15 is the last in a series of judgments during the Tribulation. It is the last trumpet 

for unbelieving Israel and unbelieving Gentiles. The “last trumpet” of 1Co_15:52, also called 

the “trumpet of God” (1Th_4:16), takes place before the Tribulation. The seventh trumpet 

takes place at the end of the Tribulation. 

11. The first resurrection of Rev_20:4-5 takes place at the end of the Tribulation, and not 

seven years earlier, as the pretribulationists state. 

Answer: The first resurrection is not an isolated event but a series. It began with the 

resurrection of Christ (1Co_15:23). The next stage will be the resurrection of believers at the 

Rapture. The third stage will be the resurrection of Tribulation saints at the time of Christ's 

return to the earth (Rev_20:4-5). In other words, the first resurrection includes the 

resurrection of Christ and of all true believers, no matter when they are raised. All 
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unbelievers will be raised at the end of the Millennium to stand before the Great White 

Throne (Rev_20:11-15). 

12. In Mat_13:24-30, the wheat and tares grow together until the end of the age, that is, until 

the end of the Tribulation. 

Answer: True, but this parable is speaking of the kingdom of heaven and not of the church. 

There will be true and false people in the kingdom until the end of the Tribulation. 

13. The Rapture couldn't be secret because there will be a shout, the voice of the archangel, 

and the trumpet of God (1Th_4:16). 

Answer: The teaching that the Rapture will be secret is based on the fact that it will take place 

in the twinkling of an eye (1Co_15:52). It will be all over before the world has a chance to 

see anything or to know what has happened. 

14. George Müller, Samuel Tregelles, Oswald Smith, and other noted men have held the post-

tribulation view. 

Answer: The argument proves nothing. There have been great men on both sides of the 

question. 

15. Most references in the NT to Christ's coming refer to His coming to reign. 

Answer: This does not deny the truth of the Rapture. Just because there are more references 

to heaven than to hell in the NT does not mean that there is no hell. 

16. The church will not endure the wrath of God in the Tribulation, but it will endure the 

wrath of the Antichrist or the wrath of Satan. 

Answer: Six times in the book of Revelation the wrath of the Tribulation Period is identified 

as the wrath of God: 

“Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast 

and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also 

drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His 

indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels 

and in the presence of the Lamb’.” (Rev_14:9-10). 

“So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it 

into the great winepress of the wrath of God” (Rev_14:19). 

“Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last 

plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete (Rev_15:1). 

“Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the 

wrath of God who lives forever and ever” (Rev_15:7). 
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“Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, ‘Go and pour out the 

bowls of the wrath of God on the earth’” (Rev_16:1). 

“Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great 

Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His 

wrath” (Rev_16:19). 

17. When Jesus says, “I am coming quickly” (Rev_22:7, Rev_22:12, Rev_22:20), it does not 

mean at any moment. Rather it means that His coming will be sudden. 

Answer: It is a debated point. Even if it does mean “sudden,” there are still verses like 

Heb_10:37, “For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry.” 

18. The restrainer in 2Th_2:6-8 is not the Holy Spirit but the Roman government or the 

power of God. 

Answer: This has been discussed in the notes on that passage. 

19. Christ's coming couldn't have been imminent in the apostolic days because Peter and 

Paul both knew that they would die (Joh_21:18-19; 2Pe_1:14-15; 2Ti_4:6). 

Answer: Paul sometimes spoke of himself as being alive when the Lord returns (1Th_4:15) 

and sometimes as being among those believers who would die and be raised (Phi_3:10-11). 

That is the proper attitude for all of us. We expect the Lord to come in our lifetime, but we 

realize that we may die before the Rapture. 

Peter believed that the end of all things was at hand (1Pe_4:7), and he condemned those 

scoffers who denied the Lord's coming by saying that “all things continue as they were from 

the beginning of creation” (2Pe_3:4). 

20. The Lord's coming cannot be at any moment because the gospel must go out to all the 

world before He comes (Mat_24:14). 

Answer: This refers to the gospel of the kingdom (v. 14) which will go out to all the world 

during the Tribulation Period. The terms of this gospel are, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 

and you will be saved, and when Christ comes, you will enter the Millennium with Him.” It is 

the same way of salvation that we preach, but ours looks forward to the Rapture. In other 

words, we say, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved, and when Jesus 

comes, you will go to the Father's house with Him.” 

21. Passages like Mat_28:19-20 and Act_1:8 speak of the gospel going out to “all the 

nations” and to “the end of the earth.” This being so, it was not possible for the Lord to 

come during the lifetime of the apostles. 

Answer: In Col_1:6, Col_1:23, Paul states that “all the world” and “every creature under 

heaven” had heard the gospel. In Rom_10:18, the gospel is said to have gone to the ends of 

the world. Of course, we understand that these passages refer to the known world at that time, 

the countries adjacent to the Mediterranean. 
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22. Paul's long term missionary plans, as given in Act_18:21; Act_23:11; Rom_15:22-25, 

Rom_15:30-31, show that he did not expect the Lord to come in the immediate future. 

Answer: Paul's plans were made, subject to the will of God (Act_18:21; Rom_1:10; 

1Co_4:19). He worked as if the Lord would not come back in his lifetime, but waited and 

watched as if He would return at any time. 

23. Paul spoke of perilous times in the last days (1Ti_4:1-3; 2Ti_3:1-5). This presupposed a 

time lapse during which the Lord would not come. 

Answer: Paul also said the mystery of iniquity was already working (2Th_2:7), and John said 

it was “the last hour” in his day (1Jo_2:18). These men did not see any problem here that 

made the hope of Christ's imminent return impossible. 

24. Parables such as Mat_25:14-30 and Luk_19:11-27 presuppose that a long period of time 

would elapse before the Lord returned. Therefore the early believers could not have been 

looking for the Lord to come at any moment. 

Answer: Apparently the early believers did not base their doctrine on parables because they 

were looking for the Rapture! (1Th_1:10). But quite apart from that, the “long time” of 

Mat_25:19 is too indefinite to rule out imminency. The parable in Luke teaches that the 

kingdom would not appear immediately (Luk_19:11), but this does not preclude an any-

moment Rapture of the church. 


